
: ‘I think we can win’ 
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Anthony Bevins 

n>litical Edibv 

' Joba M^or yesterd^ opened 
the 1-.M^ election campaign 
with an appeal to' the voteisto 
accept that if it was rii«» for a 
change; then *^6 are tbe 
cbafige’’.ThatpleawaslaieTiB- 
inforced .1^ a warning that the 
eiectipnwas DotagBine.. 

But Ibny Blair ^akl: “The 
Tones ]t^~5^rihg to peqrie 
that this is the best can 
be. What 1 say to people is that 
Bdiain can be better man thts.** 
His party’s appealtiiril htnrtnuhiC - 

* edlybebr^endedbathelar- 
est in a long line of Labour 
converts > the r.whlch: 

claimed after the last eleaibn 
it was tbe Stm ‘*woi wcm iT for 
Mr Major in 3992, and m tod^s 
edjttidn comesootfar hfr&air. 

For the liberal Democrats, 
Padcly AshdowawdctTOed the 
chance fcK- tbe voi^los^wfaat'; 
they thought of the Goyerh’ 
menf s “tpokcn pronnses, 
competence and dhninoas'’^ - t \ 

The start of the sbtrweek 
election c^paigh wHs^t long 
' last'irig^drsd^ the Prime 

: isier with an inqnxnD^-C^i" 
net. a Wsit to the .^laoe, and a . 
mtumU>Duwna^SiFeBt.Ti4)ere ' 
j| he announced to mkmsiDa cam-' 
eras the election timetable. 

Ruiiament will sit fu* tbe zeA 
of this week deai^ an agreed 
programme of residn^ l^isla- . 
tion before nsing It ' 

w^ not meet ^in before be- 
ing formally dissolved, by 
proclamation, on 8 Aptil. 

Biefore going out on to the 
hustings, taking his soapbox 
from the last election on a fit*- 
ing visit to Luton - a town with 
two highly maitinal Ibzy seals • 
- Mr Major said.'thai the Gov- 
ernment had, since 1979, given 
' the country *'a revolutioD in 
choice". 

He told reporters in Down- 


QUfCKLY 



ir^ Stri^LfjE^ in spite.'of.the- 
and 'dSScuhiies^ be 
waspioadof h& party^s 18-year 
reccini; before turnmg to.ad; . 

a 

*^*^peO£rfe, are '-looking for- 
sa^ are 
the'taif^age, and^’B car^ for- 
w*ard whai-weVebeen doi^ for 
the last 18'year&'’ 

• Later.uia'wnttenstateni^ 
he,atkied: ‘jV general election 
is liot some frufjnvay ^ectator 
^rt or a TV It will 

^ect life behind every from 
door in the land.’’ Wbat. was at 
stake, be wara^ .w^ issues 
"that teiueb the' coU hard real- 
ities of S6 ra^on daily lives.'’ 

Mr Blair (old Sfy News tbe 
%ioiezs would remCTber lory., 
promises -of .. 1992, ‘wbeir'^Mt' 


■ Major, promised tax cuts, and 
then raised taxes; bis pronuse 
not to extend VAT to fuel, be- 
fore doiQg so; and his promise 
to bring crime under control, 
-with violent crime still risiag 
' Labour would- make a £f- 
feicCTce^ on sdKX>ls, tbe health 
service, crime, and jobs: "9^ 
aren’t just going to have the re- 
wards going to an elite few at 
. (he top," be said. 

. In a London speech last 
liigh^ Mr Ashdown said: ‘The 
- laitelection is 'remembered for 
tbe Vte of Jennifers Ear. I^rant 
this eampaiga to be remem- 
bered for tbe Plans for Jen- 
' nife^B Education ... I am de- 
tennined that, eveiy day of this 
campaign, we focus on bow to 
make Britain the worid's niun- 
. learning sode^ in tbe 


All three partjtes will today 
hold press conferences, with 
Kenneth Qarke, Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, Mr Blair and Mr 
Ashdown, ea^ putting forward 
their tbetnes of the day. 

But the Prime Minister’s first 
public acceptance of Labour’s 
challenge fm a televised lead- 
ership debate was last night get- 
ting bogged down in the 
detailed condidous of Mr Ma- 
jor’s terms of engagement. 

He said in DOTvmng Street: 
"1 ve^ much wish to meet Mr 
Blair in debate.” But he then de- 
livered a series of qualifications 
that left Labour, the Liberal De- 
mocrats and other minority 
parties sgnificantly dissatisfied. 

Explaining why he did not 
tfamk that he shouid have to face 
both Mr Hair and Mr Ashdown, 
the Conservative leader said: 


‘After the election, either Mr 
Blair or I will be Pi^e Minis- 
ter. I have some ^^mpathy for 
Mr Ashdown’s position, i am 
sure tbe broadcasters might 
find some way to involve him, 
but I think the prindpal debate 
be between the leader of the 
Labour Far^ and myself.” 

A senior Labour source said 
last night that it was "silly” of 
broadrasters to respond to that 
by trying to find ways around the 
law; trying to accommodate 
Mr Major's demand for the ex- 
clusion of Mr Ashdown. 

The source also said the pub- 
lic should not be shut out of tbe 
debate: a selected audience 
should be given the opportuni- 
ty to put their questions to the 
party leaders. 

And as for the Ibiy prefer- 
ence for one anchor-man to 




■■ A fema^ fire-fi^tcr yesterday 
accepted £3)0,000 dam^es in 

^ one of Uie larg^ ever pqrouis 
’ i for sexual discnminalioa, three 
' years after a afounaldedded her 
t Mife bad betm devastated by 
. f faarassmaiL - Fagell 

:;Niidearwa^ chaos 

' Britain's nuclear WH^edi^xis- 

at plans were thrown into con- 
fwon last night - after 
Environment. Secretary John 
■' 'GuauDerrejetied plans ica* an 
; undergrou^ test laboratory 
' near Sdlkfteld vrbiA 'would 
/ havei-paved. the wa^. for a' 


on.the same rite. P^9 

&eed 

Elizab^h 'Fprsy^ jailed ftzr 

' fiveyearsforbmidlingcashai- 
tegew riolen by her boss. Aril 
Nadir, waD^ free, from the 
I Hi^ Court yestxday Ba^ 21 

? YdtsU&fiiedi Ueod 

' Boris ’Yri^yerierday lived up 
to faisvdwto rntrodniw fresh re- 
' fonmst blood into h^ govern- 
; ment by appojhtiBg one of 
. ' Russia’s mc^ • ' mfluential 
.- andyn uthfitfregimwl giwerncBS. 

I Boris Nemtsov. to bigb 
' office. . ■' Page 15 



CiareGainer , 

- FsESuaefing Pascal Sxnaili and -a. 
prbbal^ thr^^millkm like him ; 

' to vote OD. 1 wllbe one of 
the Mggest tiwIleMes fociz^ 
John Major and* Ibny Blatf' 
duiihg the caizqiaiga. • . 

Tte 24inar-oId aspwing mu^*' 
skahii from Gcoyi^ be 

lowing tbe election' cairq»igh 

riosely, but only from a porition . 
(rf^aimisedt rip ie riCT ityf. He has 
no -mtentioik' of voting. Re-' 
seaidi riiggesisihat 00 ]^ 40 per 
cent of the under-ZSswOl vote. 

Nothing short of the dostiie 
of aS oodesT peiver stations- 
fttiultf mrice Mr Sman change 

hi& mind "1 jnstdon’t think arqr. 

of tbe main parties handle any 
of the things that am impOTtant 
^ espAa^' forybungp^e.m 
this (bom,” Mr Smait s^ en . 
route to>ius evening job as a 
£no-a-wisei: bacn^ “Pd put 
the ea vir o na eni-h^Kr 

ageuda, ^deermunafisatioD of 
cannabis and the ^atal treat- 
ment of youth-*' 


“Young people are basically 
being (fisenfranch&ed. ^*re 
' ;'beihgpaid a riave wage so that 
(joveinmeat can make 
miore money ont of us. - If 
-Lrixxirget in, vriiich tb^ prt^ 
win, they wiD jost be ron- 
'.ning'tbe same system in a 
. riightb^ H iffe r m t way, which 
doesa^nrilb’st^an)raHi&b6- 
: cause it’s the system iraiefa is the 
..problem.’' 

Mr Smart voted -for “the 
lesser of two evils” (Labour) at 
tile last election. This time he 
does not feel he can even-do 
that T don’t personally trust 
Ibny Blah; mainty becmise of 
the fact that be is so inristent 
that we can trust him. Essen- 
tiaDy, ah tbe Labour Paro^ can 
say 15 that the-lbiy party can’t 
■lead the couatiy and th^ can, 
but tb^ don’t say in what way. 

‘Thke the enviromnent, for 
example. The Tbiy party poU- 

cy is fobtdld more roads and the 

Labour Party polity is to say: 
‘That’s wrong.Tt's just a slang- 
ing mafoh." 


:e lor any 
-it won’t 
3 a thing’ 

re basically There is, he said, a problem 

led. ^’re ' with the status qua "Young 
agesothat pec^ are under tteicmiesskxi 
can make that tins estabBshment^ been 
of us.' If the same for hundreds of years 
tb^prt^ andnoth^wiUevercha^. I 
ost be ran- tnyself think the only way ^- 
stem in a thmgwill change is revolutioa. 
my, which' The existing tie^towanh large 
jyOki&be- 'emdronmental pn^lems ww 
riiicfaisthe probably cause that. If it does- 
n’t, we*U go out quietly." 

1 -for “the He has no respect for any of 
Labour) at today’spolitidans. “They don’t 
lis time he b^e .any more foresi^t than 
n even-do wondermg what is going to be 
nally trust the most popular policies and 
because of appeadh^mthekywestcanunon 

0 inristent denominator," be said. 

im. Essen- . He would, however, be haj^ 
rPar^can pytovoteforbetterpolicies"if 
party can’t anyone came up with any.” re- 

1 they can, gardless of the cost to his own 
what wav. pocket. 

sment, for He liked the idea of partic- 
parQ' poll- roatiqg in a pre-election televi- 
idsandthe sion debate. "Oh yes.” be ssaid, 
r is to sav: his eyes lifting up. T'd ask 
ist aslant them questions about tbe envi- 
ronment, human rights and 



PoH pcksKfon: Pascal Smart 

about how to take the ^em 
down, back to Its founda'tions. 
and back again in a more suc- 
cessful manner." 

Bui to Mr Smart's mind, 
there is no point in him voting. 
Labour, he said, is goii^ to win 
anyway. ”I don’t titink it wxnild 
change anything. I don't think 


Photograph; Philip Meech 

it would make any difference - 
except that Croydon is a mar- 
ginal constituency.” 

He is not really fussed about 
the result “I'll hc^'ftil^' be leav- 
ing tbe coun^' and buying a re- 
mote island in the South I^nlic 
as soon as possible, so I won't 
mind either way." 
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A historic choice 
that feces us all 


IM&^-p.aitendi.J|btei election rampaign on a flying visit to Luton, which has two marginal Tory seats Photograph: i^ier Macdiarmid 


chair the debate. Labour sard 
they would prefer a number of 
prominent media "heavy- 
weights" to be given the chance 
of filling the leaders, and 
putting them and their policies 
under the microscope. 

In Downing Street, Mr Ma- 
jor said; "I beijeve this election 
is winnable. Not only do 1 think 
it'swinnable, but 1 think that we 
are going to win this election. 

"I remember being asked 
that on the doorstep of Down- 
ing Street in 1992 and 1 am stiU 
here in 1997 and I eiqtect to be 
here after the election.” 

But even as Mr Major was 
speaking. Mr Blair was visiting 
a South London school before 
embarking on a visit to Glouces- 
ter - a Tory margmal Labour 
needs to win if ii is to get a work- 
ing Commons majority. 


Cynicism is cheap. It's impor- 
tant to remember, through the 
next sound-bitten, media- 
manipulated six weeks, that 
this election offers Britain a se- 
rious, potentially historic, 
choice. Tbe result will imprint 
itself on our lives for years to 
come, it wfll affect oW indi- 
vidual wealth and opportunities; 
bow we are governra: bow we 
feel about tbe country. 

Yet mai^ millions of us don't 
agree and have lost interest, 
never mind faith, in British 
democracy, in tbe final ^rs of 
a turbulent century, wmch saw 
the arrival of the flill franchise, 
and the declared victory of 
democrat' across most of the 
world, a worrying number of 
Britons have b^me bored by 
the whole business. Some 9.6m 
adults didn't bother to vote in 
1992. This time, mai^ voters have 
concluded that foe country has 
already made up its mind and 
won't bother to inquire further. 

Yet if the pollsters are vindi- 
cated and Ibny Blair's New 
Labourwinson 1 May, then our 
political ^tem will riter, proiv 
ably amie fast and probably for- 
ever. From Scotland to London, 
from Cardiff to Strasbourg, 
from town halls to ibe House of 
Lords, we will see the biggest 
programrae uf change to the 
govvmancc of Britain since be- 
fore the First World ^Va^. 

Many of these changes will be 
precede by referendurns. If Mr 
Blair relies on the Libera! De- 
mocrats in gov'ernraenL they' wUI 
come faster and more strongly 
than ever. Some excitable soul's 
fotok they will mean a radical 
change in foe whole party sys- 
tem. giving us a new politics for 
tbe mOlennium. But whatever 
view you take, it is hard!}' unim- 
portant. 

What, meanwhile, if John 
Major confounds recewed opin- 
ion. as he has before and. tee- 
tering on his soapbox, wins a 
fifth Conservative term in the 
teeth of all expectation? That 
too would mean a changed po- 


litical ^tem. suggesting foe de- 
siruciion of the Labour Far^ 
and (he confirmation of one- 
party government in Britain. It 
would keep us out of monetary 
union and ensure a glacim 
freeze in our relations with 
continental Union-builders. 

These are, without hyper- 
bcile. questions of national des- 
tiny. But they are foe stall. 

The Tories promise .dramatic 
changes to foe V^Uaie Slate and 
pensions, as well as law and or- 
der. foeir domestic prograi^e 
requires close and detailed 
scrutiny. Labour has sketdied 
out ambitious-seeming plans 
for education, employment, 
youth crime and much else: but 
"sketched” and "seeming” are 
the appropriate words. Those 
goods need a liltie more scruti- 
ny before foe nation buys them. 

So there are great issues to 
be aigued over, even if many 
other issues have been elbowed 
off foe national agenda. Decile 
everything, our votes remain 
precious. They should depend 
on careful fooughL oarTOwed 
eyes and clear, hard infonna- 
uon. That is what we will be 
bringing you in The Independem 
during tbe neA few weeks • not, 
I hope, at tedious or sprawLLag 
length, but in proper detafl and 
wjfo a due sense of the election's 
importance and possible con- 
seimences. 

Our views, as a pro-reform, 
liberal and open-minded news- 
paper. biased in favour of en- 
ligbienment, have been 
hammered out by aiguing jour- 
nalists and heckling readers 
during 10 }^ears. Other papers 
will be ordered what to say and 
do. as their proprietors dither 
between their political convic- 
tions and their thirst to be on 
the winning side. Bui this paper 
has full freedom to ^p^iL and 
no such pressure. This is a 
great privilege, particularly at 
election lime. We will use it se- 
riously and with relish. 

Andrew Marr 


CASH 
IN A 
FLASH 


ABBEYLOAN. THE FAST AFFORDABLE 
PERSONAL LOAN. 

Speed is of the essence, espedally if you've already 
seen something you really want to buy. Abbey 
National will give you a fast decision on amounts 
from £500 to £1 5 ,000 and our experience will mean 
vou needn't worry about borrowiDg more than vou 
can afford. .All you need to 
do is pick up the phone and 

('quoting rcF; 72 -t- 9 t \ 

I uirk jr. ajwn MoDiLii >o Fndi« nan ic- ^poi uJ Sioirdn Sun 10 4piti. To uma iu in 
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pul’jM'ra AMirr \jiK«nal, Njlioni) Dirrri aoJ tLr Umbrrlh Couplr tvmttal arr 
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Warrington bomber granted 
referral to Court of ^peal 

A ?l-ycar-old man serving lf> years for his alleged pan In ihe IRA 
bonihinc of Waningion gas wnrics has had his c ase referred lo the 
Court of Appeal. 

Ji'^hn KJusella. who has always protested his innocence was told 
yesterday that Michael Howard, the Home Secretary, had been 
given new evidence that could cast doubt on his conviction. 

He uus sentenced in 1994 for his part in the destruction of the 
gas works. No one was killed in the huge fire ball that followed the 
blast, hut a policeman was shot - and survived - during the IRA 
lc1I'.s subsequent getaway. 

Kinseila. whose wile .Audrey and two children live in 
Nottingham, wtis convicted of handling ejqslosives with intent to 
endanger life, but he always irLsisted he was duped. He buried a 
hag containing Semiex and firearms but he has always maintained 
he believed it contained only stolen silver. 

His .siiliciiinr Mike McCoigan said: “It's brilliant news. John will 
he delighted ' Steve Boggan 

CathedreS wins £2m lottery grant 

Canterbury Cathedral received the highest grant in a National 
Lottery Heriiugc Fund payout today, a £2.5m award for a new 
educatii>n centre. 

It is the first major development within Ihc ancient cathedra! 
grounds and church auihoriie.s claim it will boost the two million 
people who already vksii the city each year. 

The grant matches cash raised by cathedral authorities to begin 
the lirsf phase of a fT.im development in the precincts of the 
hisiorie site aimed at children and young people. 

Designed hy architect Sir William Whitfield, the complex 
include.s .1 Lilt-seal auditorium, two state-of-the-art audio visual 
theatres and eonicrence tind exhibition facilities. 

Police chief’s bu^ng challenge 

The former Merseyside 
Assistant Chief Constable 
Alison Halford was in court in 
Strasbourg yesterday to hear 
the last round in her legal 
battle which could force 
change.s in Britain's phone- 
tapping laws. MLss Halford, 
once the highest-ranking 
female police officer in the 
country, claims her phones at 
work and at home were illegally' 
hugged to iiy to discredit her - 
because .she'complaincd of sex 
discrimination in the force. 

Miss Halford's lawy'crs isked the Human Rights jud^s to rule 
that the phone laps were u breach of her right to privacy and 
freedom of expres.siun. safeguarded by the Human Rights 
Convention, to which Britain is a signatory. 

A final judgment is expected later ihi*i year. 

RUC inquiry into pub shoot-out 

.An investigation ha.s been launched into claims that security forces 
in Northern Ireland riddled a pub with buliots during a bungled 
surveillance operation. 

Three men dressed in combat gear and balae]ava.s allegedly tired 
on bar staff at the Dcrryhirk Inn. near Lurgan. Co Armagh, on 
Friday night. PvMicc .say ihcy opened fire while investigating 
suspicious activity. 

The Independent Commission for Police Complaints was 
yesterday brought in to investigate the incident, an RUC 
spokesman confirmed. 

Bar owner Pausy Nlulholland said the men. later identified by the 
RUC as members ol the security forces, chased hi.s staff across the 
car park and hurst into the crow'ded bar. threatening to shoot 

Swampy defies runway tunnel ban 

The .Ajri bypoLss protestor "Swampy" relumed to the site of the 
pmposed second runw:iy at Manchester airpon last night in 
apparent defiance of hail conditions set yesterday. 

Swampy, whose real name is Daniel Htx>per, was arrested by 
Wilmsiow piliee on Sunday night after joining a protest against the 
building ol u £i7nm runway. It Lx understood that part of the fence 
nciu* the protesters' camp wa.s damaged. 

.A spokesman for the coalition against Runway 2 said Hooper. 

2j. from Ha<;lemere in Buckinghamshire, had gone inside one of 
the tunnels the aelivLstx had dug to prevent witrk on the runway. 

"He has gone buck because he Teels that his bail conditions are 
unfair and he is quite prepared to be rearrcsled.'' 

Hkiipcr is due to appear before Macclesfield magistrates 
on IN .April. 
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Recyded paper made up 41.2% of 
the raw materiai for UK new^japers 
in the first half of 1996 



'Tired of attention: Barbara and Boris B oh k o r are loc 

Embittered Bee 
one-wav ticket b 


F ar from maddenir^ German crowds, hyperactive 
taxmen and racial prejudice, Boris B^ker fled 
to Rorida yesterday WM a one-way ticket vow- 
ing never to return for anything other than tennis. His 
He/niatwHlhencefDrthbeatTdnk)r«ko5' hideaway near 
Miami, where he hopes his coloured son, Noah, sriil 
not attract attention, and the femily will have the pri^ 
vacy they could only dream about in Bavaria. . 

The 29-year-old tenr^ sta* made his decision toenv 
jgrate after a raid by tax inspectors, which the Beck- 
ers claimed was akin to burglary, on his Munich house 
earlier this year. “Until then my hoi^ was my castle,” 
he said. They took away my home.” - 
After the case of Steffi GraTs missing taxes, the au- 
thorities declared open season on all German stars 
suspected of salting awsv foreign earnings in over- 

seas havens. Becker denies any wrong-doing, and says 
he is not prepared to go through the agony of deal- 
ing vfith German tax-hounds for the rest of his life. 

The tennis player has also become increasingly ex- 
asperated with Ae attention h'is family was receiving 


Accent on Noddy 
in transatlantic 
adventure 

Hard on the heels of reports that 
Winnie the Pooh is to get a Gl»- 
gow accent in a new version of the 
children's books, comes news that 
Noddy and The Famous Five are 
to be turned into Americans. 

Trocadero, the entertainment 
group that bought the rights to 
Enid Blyton’s fictional characters 
last year for £15m. has unveiled 
plans to send the Tittle boy witti 
the bell on his hat to the US for 
ttie first time. Big Ears goes with 
him. but there is no chance of the 
Golliwogs making the trip. 

Over 40 episodes of Noddy, 
made for the BBC in the early 
Nineties, are to be re-scripted for 
an American audience and over- 
dubbed with an American actor's 
voice. 

"Inevitably some of the empha- 
sis and language will change," 
said David Lane, managing direc- 
tor of the Enid Blyton company. 
“We translate Noddy into German 
so it would be arrogant to think he 
doesn't need translating into 
American-English.' 

Trocadero and BBC Worldwide, 
which holds Ihe broadcast rights 
to the Noddy stories, have signed 
a deal with a America's Public 



Broadcasting Service, to broad- 
cast the new shows from next 
year. It wilt be the first foray into 
ttte US fcH^ any Blyton characters, 
although the books have sold hun- 
dreds of miltions of copies m the 
rest of the world. 

The GolTiwogs, who have at- 
tracted accusations of racism be- 
cause of their unsavoury 
character, never appeared in the 
Nineties versions of the series and 
so there is no need lo be written 
out for the American market 

As well as Noddy, Trocadero is 
rewriting the Famous Five books 
for Americans. T doubt that they 
mil continue to say 'golly gosh'.” 
said Mr Lane. “It's more likely to 
be 'gee whizz’.” Paul McCann 


from stalkers^ autograph-huntere and the ptafipljr In- 
sane. The last of a fading galaxy of Genrianf atais still . 
resident In the country, he fettha was'gMf^jnore 
•than his foir share of fama. The adoraiipr>M(» omr- 
whelming^ but often it took a tintster fonn. Thiealen- 
IngtettBis, some motivated by fBdstaEtitudea.tawards 
his black wife, Barbara^ foro^ bim'toihfre oiamiy of . 
bodyguards f^ his family.. . 

Becker was particulaiiy worried, abc^ Npafc now- 
aged three, who heleared would have trtxibletfei^^ 
Ing tntD an all-white Genren ererirohmant ‘Hibson 
now grow up as a rionnal chBd -Avfthoutbpdj^pjaitlSi'’ 
he said. Tn Germany th&l isn't fxissibie.” 4. 

Noah can certainly lookforwanlfoa rfiulfl-cultijial 
environment although one with iiinifad sodat. dhm- 
slty. Home win henceforth be Rdter Idand^ atiry strip 
ctf (and inhabhed by 40D mWoinairBS.and Ih^.seivants. - 
Anonymity is guararitBed. VWth naighbouis Hte 
Sophki Loren, Arnold Schwarzenegger arxl Uidan 
Pavarotti, he can count on being left alona. ' - 

' Imre Karacs, Bonn 


Sax player b^ins 
‘Mardiioness’ 

A brilliant musician on the brink of 
major success suffered a nervous 
breakdown and turned to alcohol 
after surviving the Marchioness 
disaster, the High Court heard yes- 
terday. Josephine Wells, 37, w^ 
as she described how the accident 
in which 51 people died ended her 
burgeoning career as a saxophon- 
ist which included work with lead- 
ing pop bands like Tears for Fears 
and The Communards. 

Ms Wells, of Satford, Grsater 
Manchester, had beaten 10,000 
other young musicians to win a 
scholarship to the Royal College of 
Music. London, with her then in- 
strument the clafinet But she left 
her studies to launch the pop ca- 
reer which would have earned her 
an estimated £40.000 a year if it 
had continued, the court heard. 

She is claiming damages from 
the owners of the Marchiortess and 
the gravel barge which hit tt, the 
Bow Belle. They have accepted lia- 
bility in chril law: 

Musicians, including former 
teachers from the Ro)^ College of 
Music, end Pete Townshend of The 
Who - with whom she once 
recorded - are supporting Ms 
Wells. Mr Towrtsend is eo^re^ed to 
give evidence today. 

Louise Jury 



New corruption offeice 
aimed at public servants 

Brfoe-taking public employees anfl counciUors could be among 
those ensnared ly a prqpc^ law desired to combat comipbon. 
The new offence, set out in a consuhabon paper from tbe Law 
Commission, would cover corrupt transacboos invoMrtg a range ot 
individuals who could be described as agents for, or owing a duty 

to, odier indivjduals. _ , . „ 

An example could be a public servant, reqionsrble for awarding 
coundl contracts, who accepted a bribe in return for fevouring a 
particular contractor. A local councillor who arranged lor an 
applicant to be granted pianning permission in ® 

xro^ alro be caught by the new offence. Judges and police officers 
would also be subject to the law. 


TRAINING 

Jobless build their own future 

A pioneerins training scheme has succeeded in gettii^ two thirds 
of lo^-tenn anmployed Into woi* 

thnn«iiH« on their ftid bills, according to a report by the Joseph 

the Wise Group, in ScoU^ Demand 
the London borou^ of NexAam provto th^ who have be«i 
out of work ftw at least a year xrith paid xrork m 

insaladoa, energy-effioeitt beating and honre seenrity 

^^TwSiirds of Ae trainees taken on each year xrent on to find 

x»orkalta*lea^thesdienie,ofxrWchtii«mgjon^w« 

permanent. Six OTt of 10 gained NVQ qualifications ^e tafci^ 

Srt Fbr aD bnt tbe first eight xreeks, trainees are paid xrages of 
£116 a xreek, taking than ont of the benrft system. 

Ihe cos^ea^ob created is an estimated £14,100 - bet this 
bus to £M00 xxheo tax payments and benefit sawi^ are taken 
into account. 

Bri^uatkeJ^(kp:,£995pbu£lMpSqt,YMcPubGshu^ 

SerH^!MBmadJtoQd.lMiY03 7XQ Glenda Cooper 


SOCIEtY 

Champagne days return to UK 

The British have rediscovered 
their taste for champagne, 
according to figures published 
yesterday. More than 20 
million botties of bubbly were 
imported last year, a volume 
not seen since the 1980s. 

The 18.4 per cent increase 
on 1995, compared to a 
xvorldwide rise in imports of 
2.6 per cent, re-established the 
UK as tbe number one 
champagne buyer in the 
xvorldL kntv-ifii^g Germany off^ 
the top spot, according to tbe 
Champagne Information 
Bureau. 

Drinkers are also said fo be 
ending more on eadi bottle, 
bc^g Prestige Cuvde and 
Outage champagnes. 

Vforldwide shipments total 
256 mjQliott bottles. 


SCHOOLS 

Boys losing out in sex educatioh 

Schools need to take boys' sex education mue serionsfy, the Sex 
Education Foram said yesterday. Tbe traditioiial male xxay of 
learning abont sex during giggles behind tbe bike sheds can be 
dangeious because boys may be scared to show tbeir i^sioraiice, 
accordiiig to tbe fonan’s research. 

Discussion in groups also limits oppmtunides for talking about 
ftelings. Boys experience a high level of peer pressure to lose tbeir 
▼iigini^ ea^ a^ Tnapy youq^ men lem about sex tfaroogb 
pornography'. 

Tbe fonun s^ sdiools riiould consider tMphing boys 
separately for at least some sex education lessons and should 
consnlt them about xrhat tb^ xvant to know. They should also try 
to ensnre that male teadiers are involved in some teaching. 

Siqiportit^SaandSelptUmdups Edueatkmfor Boys and ><wi^ 
btauSaEiucatitmJPonan, National OdJdra^ Bureau, 

8 Wdedey St, London EClV 7QE^ Send SAE. Judith Judd 


HEALTH 

Screening to cancer success 

Soeening for boxvel disease could lead to earUet diagnosis and 
treatment of inflammatory bowel disease (IBD), in particular 
Crohn’s Disease and ulcerative colitis, says a rqiort being 
presented to the British Socie^ of Gastroenterology 

today. 

Despite improved treatment, at least 300 people die a year in 
En^and and Wales from these conditions. In a study, carried out at 
the R(^ Free Hospital School of Medidne, doaors dis^ered 
that out of 971 people who died of IBD during 1993-1995, 44 per 
cent had Crohn’s Disease and 56 per cent bad ulcer^ive colitis 
Almost one in five of those xvho £ed xvere under 50. Yet 
screening for ±ese conditions is simple and <he^. The British 
Socie^ m Gastroenterol^ recomnieods early intervention by 
famihr .doctors. Its guidelines s^ “G!^ should not delay in testing 
for blood in faecal samples to magnose IBD and cancers as early a.s 
possible, particular^ in patients a family history of d^eslive 

disorders.” 

Ir^lammaUm Bowel Disease , Gidddines in Gastroenterology, pee, 
pxjm the Bridsn Society of Gastroenterology 3 St Andrews Place, 
London NWl 4LB. Annabel Ferriman 
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PE^6MB SDRAM WORTH £100 (£11Z50mcv4i) 
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DELL DIMENSIO.^ PlBlv BONJS BUNDLE 

• INTEL n3MHz PEHnUH' PROCESSOR 

• KiMb SDRAM + EXTRA 16Mb SDRAM FREE 

• Sl’K.b CACHE 

«(Gd eioe hard drive 
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• MID SIZED DEShTO? CHASSIS 

• MICROSOFT* WI.NOO'VS 95 & MS OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 95 





lU?' (£1,203.20 

md. delivery & VAt) 


F.r.n jtiA' . 1 . jibbi# -sril. 5T> ^1 pimcn-.ign Fl 31»4 bonus bundle ds uboic 
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Time is running our. " Source: IDC 
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MICROSOFT^ OFFICE 97 UPGRADES 
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-east house prices ‘at bdling pdnf 


bn BwreB ' 

Geoerous bonuses paid to 
wOTkers in the ^ con- 
cntiu^g to a nortb-soutii gulf 
‘n the housing market with 

propel^ prices inlbe Soudi-e»t 

said to re ai -boiUng point”. ' 

Asuiyeyof tfaehou^hgmar-' 
tet carried out by (he JRoy^ In- 

Chartered Suveyots 
#ound buyers m the South-east 
-#ere re^nding ‘%wth aban- 
don to shortages in supply. ■ 


As a conwqoenee, 82 per 
(^t^'Chartei^ aurv^ois ia 
tte SoaOi-easi reported that 
upiise pdces had aicxeased Over 
the three months to-ihe end of 
Fdwuaiy. 

Hie demand for prbpeity in 

me South-east has brought 
down the average time fbr a 
house sale to n weeks, com- 
pared to 13 weeks natkaiaily. 

Estate agems say they have 
too few properties to offer, 
with the average number of 


dweUmgs per agent down to 42, 
a 10-per-cent fall oo this dme 
laaybr. One agent in Ashtead, 
Surrey, said the proper^ shoit- 
age was the wont he bad known 
in 30 ysaxi. Chartered survey- 
ors in the North reported ^ 
less actiyiM. Only a qi^er 
said pDC» bad increased in the 
three-moDlh period. 

Ian Perry, RICS housing 
^kesma^ said the upward 
tpsod of prices in the South-east 
would ^icead north but was held 




Annabel r eni mHn 

Martin Smith was comnnced 
that if you were innbcem of 
child abuse, yon had nodiihgto 
worry abpuL Tliat was until last 
June, when ^ Ufnatms were . 
shanefed:'.l& two-numth-old 
baby suffer^ a i^kis& l^'md : 
he and'his wife were cha^i^ 
ww'ith grievous harm. . 

Mr Smith (not his reatname)- 
now believes ttet baby yiras 
a victim of hrititle 

bone difease”, a cxMiditibo 

w/faich is gaiKmgwifi^w w py. lTI 

the medic^.woEld. ' 

hfr Snutb’issoiCT^bow U 
months old, was btm.aeven/ 
ih-eeks preamamfe. At only ej^ 
weeks old^ h^ motberiioti^' 
be was in pain and took.hm to 
the GR whoaugestedan X-nay.. 
Thai revealedrehedabrofceoL 
leg, and fiarther tc^ diowed' 
seven broken libRaiid alracric^ . 
ooQar bone, iimnieslbat'dbdtas 
estimated bad bcotrred abbiu 
four weelB earlier. 

Since thei^ IbniV pveoc; 
have gwuntaincd their inno- 
cence and wa^d a ceaseless 
carapaigp to get iheir chSd back. 
* They have several factors on . 
ibeir side. Ihqr have been al- 
lowed to keep their othertwo 
chiidrai at hornet thepohee 
have dro{md Ac enminai 
charges ana the has been 
uUoii^ to st^ wimhis annt, 
raUter than going into care But 
he is Mill under a child protec- 
tion order. 


up by the caunon being exer- 
csed by northern bimis. 

-parts of die Midlands and 
North are not seeizig the same 
demand or activi^ ret eventu- 
ally the current resiugeooe will 
become more uniform/ he 
sakL Country bouses and three- 
bedroom booses are io grem de- 
mand in aB parts of the country 
but flats and bungalows are 
stin the most difficnlt properties 
to sell 

RIGS said the re-emergence 




Of large bonuses in the Citv, on 
a scale tum seen since the 
was inflating prices in the 
South-easL Ib&y Copping 
Joyce, a cencrai London estate 
a^U said: ‘'The economy from 
ny point edview is a and 

bu^ng Ci^. and it k generat- 
ing an awful lot of cash. 

“There are a lot of people 
who, during five years of siag- 
nadon, have been waiting to go 
out and buy. There k great 
pre^ure on property.” 


Prices in fashionable London 
districts, such as Islington and 
Camden, and in sought-after 
suburbs, such as Iwickenham 
and Tbtteridge. are rising faster 
than in poorer areas, like 
VSkltbamstctw and Leytonstone. 

Copping Joyce, the RICS 
southern area housing 
spokesman, said the north- 
south divide extended as far as 
Birmingham but did not indude 
the South-west, where prices are 
not rising. 


Some northern estate agents 
said the picture was more com- 
plicate than the one painted by 
the RICS. They said the divide 
was between London and the 
provinces rather than the North 
and the South. 

Others agreed that northern 
buyers were being far more 
parsimonious than their south- 
ern cDunterpans. 

Helen Smeli-Webb, of 
Lewthwaite Barclay estate 
agents, near York, said; “Cer- 


tainly we have not had any 
price rises and people are strik- 
ing hard bargains. 

“People arc much more pre- 
pared to walk away rather than 
gel into a 'hest-and-fmal-ofTer* 
situation with other buyers. 
They are saying ‘We are not go- 
ing to be pushed up.'** 

She added: “People in the 
North lost less money in the 
1988 boom. They have no rea- 
son (o be any more cautious 
than the souihemers.” 



TheSmithshayeahvaysbe- 
Seved (hat T2»n anist have some 
srwtnfmeaieaJeonditfrm, 
ehii^ du}: dThis prematu- 
rity' or'-from -las mother’s 
‘medical'- fuMo'ty.-- she had 
piseaM b^ore be 

vms bom. 

'^Now chigr have fbnnd an ex- 
' who has another explaba- 

don.' Dr Colin Paterson, a 
'semor le cturer in medidne at 
DiindeeUmvet^jWbohasex- 
anmed the baby daisis that be 
Is suffetmg frenn a coodnion, 
whidi he has dabbed “tempo- 
toy brittle bone disease". He 
beudres that tlusisa.vmaiit of 
rim^ll-iecxigiused bone ths- 
ease, osteogenesis imperfecta 
(OlX wfaidi is an Rented dis- 
(^er of the ooonective tissue. 

. .£3!r|%ttezs3n,wfmhskstiKh^ 
brittle bone disease for more 
than 30 years, rBcentfypnbftsfaed 
a stpdyof 39 chfldren whom he 
tboa^sufTeredfiTOteteiii-^ 
porary .form of the. th^ease. 
Thi^ bad all su^tedfracciues 
in tte jSrstyearof life,ihe frac- 
tores were found by aoddent 
when an X-iay was taken, and, 
m many cas(^ the chfldren had 
no sigps'-of bnus^ 

/It k a very distinctive syn- 
droine,'tiiie sjmptoms of wluch 
mmucrhesymptoinstrfnon-ac- 
cidental ii^uxy. It has often 
been ousdia^iQsed as child 
abuse. It is more common 
mnot^ twins and {aemature 
babies," be sud. 

Dr Paterson, ^riio has q>- 



Sbattered Hlusions: The fiamiiy caught up In in the briWo bon^ controversy 


g eared in court, cases and has 
eenxe^ionsftile fcare-umtiDg 
a iiuzhber of chfldren with tiieir 
patems, wants to see the syn- 
drome (which be thinks may be 
caused by an etx^snedeficuD- 
cy) recognised by paediatri- 
cians and radiok^sts. 

The problem is that Dr Pa- 
terson is one of the few doctors 
in the UK who thinks that the 
condition easts. The vast ma- 
jori^ of paediatricians do not 
beli^ dm there is a temporaiy 
veiSKni of brittle bone disease. 

A conference, being held in 
Ediabiiigh on Firidn by the 
Ro^ CoUege of Ramologists, 
wfll address the issue of how to 
diagnosenon-accidental hquiy. 
Dr Christine Hall, consultant 


paediatric radiologisc at the 
Great Ormend Street chfldren’s 
bo^ital in London and co-au- 
thor of an aztide in this month's 
/bediatric Jhidiofeigv, whkh 
putes the existence of the tern- 
poraiy condition, admits that 
care needs to be taken in dis- 
tinguishing between bmtUe bone 
disease and child abuse. 

She says there are four types 
of 01 - three of which are easy 
to diagnose. The first, which is 
relatively mfld, is diaiaaedsed 
by the diild having Uue scler- 
ae (whites of the eyes), the sec- 
ond is invariabiy fotal and (he 
third is identifiable by the child's 
badly deformed bones. 

There is oolj^ one type that is 
occasionally difficult to distin- 


guish from Don-aoddental hginy 
- tiut is known as Type 4A. But 
this is exceptionally rare. “One 
paediatrictan has calculated 
that in his city of Sheffield, doc- 
tors can expect to see a case 
about once every 100-300 
years," Dr said. 


“The hypotheticaJ condition 
[temporary brittle bone dis- 
ease! bears a striking similarity 
to many cases of non-aedden- 
lal injury. I would suggest that 
tl^ are tbe same condition but 
with different labels depending 
on the credibility of the child 


caretaker's explanation. “I 
know of one case, where Dr Pa- 
terson's theory was accepted, 
the baby was taken off the 'at 
risk' register and returned 
home, and subsequently died." 
she added. 

Dr Paterson, bowwer. re- 


Photograph: Andrew Hasson 

mains convinced. The problem 
for the accused parents is that 
they do not know where to mm. 
Tom's nandfather said: ‘There 
should really be a seif-help 
group to (um lo. We do not un- 
derstand the intern and feel 
completely alone.” 






get 


David Uster- 

A rts News Edifty • ,• . 

^mc of the top female ikwe)-^ 
ists are to have.eztracis of their 
AWQik put on tbe InteiiiG^it yras. 
- announced at the.London In- 
lemationaf Book Bor yes te rday, 
as publishers bpwre to. to 
newfirii) technology,' - 
7^ oiganiseis of tiie £3GXX)0 
Orange Action. Prire; for the 
bc^ novel written by a Wcuoan 
announced ibQr would be the - 
flia b'tera^ award to eaaliiisb '; 
a Net presence. Extracts from. 

' alliteshortlisted books wifi be' 

pnit on the. Net and praple 
aion^ the world will be invil-. 
ed to review ih«^ with a prize 
of a holiday for two for the best 

renew. 

' Prize oiganiser Kate Mosse ' 
said: “A lot of people say th<7 

find book reviews in the papers 

luwyish and they feel left ou* 

of iL want U) taow what real 

people think of die book^ what 
a ]6-year^ld in India tliinks of 
some of the wcoks by wxiiets of 
^Indian origin on the list." 

% Thc}onglistof2dboc^an- 
nounced at the book fair yes- 
terday includes eiqrected 
dwices such as Msirgaret At- 
wood, for her DOveL^Asr Q'zkt. 

Beiyl Bainbridge. who mis^ 
out on both the Booker amd 
Wbitbre^ with EwiMan ftr 
Hbns^aad Jeanette Whtteison 

with 

The list also indudes un- 
knowns from smdl publi^c^ 

mch as Leone Roes whlvAa lae 

Blood Is Bed, .published by 
Angela PwliShit^- 
I : Thejtt^s.vdioiMlinotethe 
' reviews fromaroond the w^d, 

make the final 

ffieinsdves, brDVgbt.in eigb^ w 

(he 20&oois (heimelves, asfxav 

Ishers had not thought them 
livel y to win and .bad jtot co-- 
iwed them for the prize. 


Beiyf B^nbridge: Contender fbr the Orange prize 


The jutjtejng.panel wfil be 
Hiair ed ty the wmer and broad- 
caster L^Jaidme. 

Defending the wom^-only 

nature of the pri^ Mosse 

saidit hadbro^anusbm-of 
frptaV authors to the notieg of 
the public. One of last year*^ 
staortlisL Fagan Kennetfy, had 
onK’ had 400 copies of hernow- 
e{ ^TmniOT.pruited at &xt. Af- 
ter the imze, it sold ^OOO. Sales 

of last year's wsmer, Helen 
Dtmmore. were Ifrw. She has 
quadrupled them fo&owmg the * 
publicity of the prize and it is 
now sernx^ in America for the 
firsttime, . 

-■ The pxize is set to earn more 
est eem with the iuithei an- 
goiihoeiDeat yestwdw of the 
prauge Pri^ for. ficoou edu- 


catitm project, funded with 
£30,000 from the Assodation 
for Busiiiess Sponsorship of 
the Arts. This wfll send re- 
source materials into 3,500 
sc^ls to encourage 11-14 
year-olds to read more widely. 

The prize is open to women 
of any a£g, living anywhere in 
the worid, writing m EngliriL Ms 
Mosse s^ (be concept of a 
women-ooly prize is now ac- 
cepted aiKl people feel embar- 
rassed to criticise iL However, 
theBocflmrPriEewinnerASBy- 
atihas^pc^outa^unstiLSBy- 
ing female writers slKnild not be 
"ghettoised". 

The women novelists put on 
the Net wfll be jostling for cy- 
b f rqvtre with many other writ- 
ecs of fiction and non-fiction, to 


judge by the obsession with 
new media at the book fair yes- 
tenfaiy. lUks for pubUsbeis and 
bookrellers inchided ”SeIling 
Books On The Internet’' and 
Tiezids in the Multimedia Mar- 
ket" Mark Ride, bead of a con- 
sultancy provid^ specialist 
• assistance for publishers on the 
impaa of new technology, said: 
"A growing number of publiMi- 
eis are testing the Internet as 
a marketing took and finding 
somethix^wnidinu^ at firsts 
pear to be counter-intuitive, 
rosting part, or alL of the text 
of books on the Web appears 
univexsally to increase ^es of 
the printed producL 

“A growing proportion erf 
middle managers in pubtishing 
companies are regular users of 
the Internet However, almost 
all report that the Chief Exec- 
utive never uses the Net, has 
probaUy'ooly seen the Wsb in 
presentations and really has 
no idea what (he ftiss is about. 
If the future of publishing is on 
network^ this is analogous to 
□ever going into a bookshop.” 

But foe book fair is also 
maintaining jts traditional role 
as a meeting place for liter^ 
agents, negotiating deals with 
publishers. 

A laige area on the top floor 
ai Olyn^ was deigned the In- 
ternational Rights Centre - 
250 tables set aside for agents 
and pubUshervfoeeler-dealuig. 

On foe main floor, the 550 p- 
hibitors displayed technolories 
new and oia At one stand, Ian 
Botham signed copies of a new 
book,^MrtmgAfemorieSi 
was printed for customers im- 
m^ately by RankXerox using 
digjfol tetfonolc^. At another 
stmid, a socm-to-be-publisbed 
bo(^ called Ms was be- 

ing touted - me first biography 

of Prince Edward. 
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firm Abrams - 

Political Cofreg)ond^ 


• He t£dd thm that the gam . 

P*^ •wjHiW. bc. thc longest 

, ,_11. 'I '. • 1918, butaddod that he 

Larours ejectiOD bandivagoD . wasidSdx^tiienroapecL “Rjc 

' meitrfrea^feefe^asifwehave 


tile pair's inosL CRici^ c^i 
pajgn t^get -Qs Glpac&stee 
xat which the pi^ mu^ win 
if Ib^ Blair is to become prime' 
minister. TTie seatiis 4^-oii 
■Labour's target Est and it mtiA 
be won if the partis to have an 
overaQ Commons majority. - 

The party&.-immedi^' lie-- 
sponse lb . yesierda/s an-' 
gwmcememwaistow 1^, aiid 
Blair spent' the momiqg visting 
a prim^ scbod in Southwark, 

soutii Loockm, befim leaviqg&r 
a question and answer sessiob 
with tioetiitg. voters. 

With Labour^ main aiin 
being to avoid tiamaging its 20- 
point poll lead over the commg 
wwfes, the s^ of Kfr Oair dab- 
bling in a sabdpit 'inii^ have 
been one to warm the heaztsof 
the spin doctors. That over, he 
headed for the statibn'm rwte 
for GJoucestex wberi^accom- 
p^ed ^ his wife- Che^'fac 
met 20 Vetters Jib the Jfaivis 
Hotel and'ComitEy Gnb. 

Ihe pocteitis, howe!^, were 
not ^ood. The iK^bpasls a S^' 
hasoan Coe hMhli dub,'named 
after the Tl^ MP forlnhnbutb' 
and Canibbrae, andnesfdobf^ 
dry*^' slope ‘tttdinpted: 


been havmg 'a canipaigh' for 
'‘months - and months and 
months. I feel is the Gov- 

ernment haven^ .really been 
govenuQg ihs oountiy fo quite 
■a longtime,** he said; . 

But Mr Kait added that the 
canqiai^ conld a dhtjrbne. 
''The nest electimi vnD be a bat- 
tle between hope fear. 
Pe^le vdS be'sa^ing Labour is 
goii^ to do to you and do 
that to you. We have got to set- 
tie and reassoFe-pet^e.'* .. 

Tim I^botff Futy would gi^ 
em Che bouncy V It has run its 
own' afC^'-in i^e -past few 
yeaiSfhesa^'addtng: ^e are . 
nmnipg -^'office as New 


■eni;as New L^iavr.There^ no . . 
goiog bade*! ' ' 

Mo^ MrBlaiF's audience 
:!ai^)ea^ jmittessed, One or 
■two said bad alreaify been 

oat /mnvassmg for .the:,paity. 

' *0iahamB9p£elLw^2iadi^-i 
^ zii^ ,0^ his mind but was 
"idat^-foiuirds'Labot^, said • 

, he:wibiud^ mbfeHl^ now to ' 
vote for IhssjQq^ the par--. 

Gloucester ca^dafei ■ 

. *^Mr Bla& .camb acro^ -as ' 
jquhe bnt hie*s Hfce a lot . 


dcmrnhiU£ipmhere4hea*quj^i' ..itfpqliticianitbqrareqiudcto 
fxom.thc asaembled^^. i . ~ ''ren^.Bot fae^ ayouitgnian' 
His- - audieibce; cho^ ^.-andia besets fo.esfeUish a 
ikrou^ teloboDUpo^pg, uw.' Jcttg caieer in ppfitics be wOl cy . .. 
trttptive innplaift,Tthci^ twb.; . ltd defi^tlm gfods,*’ he said. - ■ 
of themadouRedtobtditgparV ' ' . hfrBho^sti^jlmim^bad 
tymeinbeis.:MciK^tbldm^ :.beea scNmnrtiat le8s.elevating, ' 
he planned SBdb . •..thon^- Commutes on the' 

shirtsleeved >abouDb<ns 3.18dm S^^critom Swindon 

the ccttning wuk& " ' :.. r i ' rhadbenmsemiratwEft {a^<^ 

■*Oae q?fhr;|hfngyr^ve^wnirt'^.t^ as .the Blair en^ 

id.bo^^& to jd ouii a^.taft 'fo jtQcaa^ At Fad^g-" 

.peapl^}4b('pritid<aitiBHjt^. .'Ttrannewoinan passenger had 
^i&«iag|BanKmrbmreaiyb&^ no^^hccna^ibokir, 'XooV 
mgubpeo^e.'^d^'tfa^aQ tbese^ iSair. He's the 


the. answers by aijy nifeans but 
we tinbk we odEfer a better-fo- 
tuie fctt the conatiy," he said— 


noEt Piime hfiniscer 

aor he was?” 

. mane die rei^/ 



Ready -for the challenge: Tony Blair standing out«de his home in Islington, north London, yesterday after learning 
thatltie'Piiine Minister had finally announced the date of the general ele^on Photograph: Edward Sykes 


Moor’s so^ 
box gets its 

first outing 


m campaign 


CoBn Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


John M:^r returned to the .soap 
box yesterday to launch his 
general election hght-back in a 
near high-street riot. 

The Prime Minis(er‘s\'isit to 
Luton ' the scene of his soap 
box revival in the 1992 campa^ 
~ sbovtred that he has lost none 
of the street-fighting spirit. 

SuiTOunded by a phalanx of 
policemen, ^ Major said be 
was laking his message over the 
heads of the cnrameniaiors to 
the people to win five more 
years. But surrounded by a 
hostile crowd largely made up 
of chandi^ students from the 
Luton Uaivers)^. he was heck- 
led with shouts of ~you'll he on 
the dole, John”. 

An erop^ diiaks can was 
thrttwn as the scrum, with the 
Prime Minister m the centre, ca- 
reered alon^ the high street 
crushing all in front of it. 

The soap box was waiting for 
him in St George ‘s Square, five 
years almost to the week after 
it helped to rescue a lack-lustre 
campaign. The street-fighting 
boy from Brixlon appeared to 
be delighted with the prospect 
of mixing slogans with the pro- 
testers. Tory spin doctors were 
also pleased they made the 
perfect backdrop' for the lea 
time news. 

Pointing to a bedraggled 
bunch of students with a pink 
banner demanding higher 
grants, Mr Major said: ‘There 
th^ are > the left wing of the 
Latour Party shouting their 
mindless slogans. ” 

The small box. made of ply- 
wood and held together with 
black tape, standing one foot 
high, is Mr Major's last hope of 
victory and wiU be in evidence 
across Britain for the next six 
weeks. 

‘Tt is like a mascot It’s a 5^- 
bol of his style of campaigning 
- the man amongst the people. 
That is the way he wants iL” said 
a Tory aide. 

After a hitch with a micjro- 
phone Mr Major told his audi- 


ence: “The last time 1 came to 
Luton, we bad a reception like 
this - three weeks later we won 
both Lulon seats and the 
general election.” 

But after ten minutes of the 
Prime Minister’s rhetoric, ex- 
plaining the virtues of the 
British economy, some of the 
crowd filtered away compiain- 
ing: “1 wish he'd stop wittering.” 

As a ^t ourin^ it showed 
that the Prime Minister does not 
intend to give im without a fight, 
even though it failed to impress 
young first-time voters such as 
Andrw \lfilkes, 19. a student 
who described the spectacle as 
“a waste of lime”. 

Tory Central Office promised 
he would “hit the grciind run- 
ning” but some shoppers 
thought (hey were witnessing a 
robbery. “1 saw the helicopter 
and thought I would come and 
have a look. The last time i saw 
a helicopter someone bad bro- 
ken into my neighbour's,” said 
one bemused shopper. 

The evidence on the street 
suggests there are more 'don't 
knows' than the polls reveal. 
Barbara Adjei, 20. a public ad- 
mimsuation student, said: “] am 
still undecided. 1 am waiting for 
that TV debate. That is going 
to make a big difference.” Gair 
Shearan, 22. said: ”A lot of stu- 
dents were out today and they 
arc aU Labour but f hope he gets 
back rather than Labour.” 

Two housewives. Kim Upton 
and Hazel Diekman, are voting 
Labour. “Not because 1 feel so 
siroqgly for Labour but be- 
cause 1 fee! so against the 
Tories. I don't like John Major 
as a leader. He is not strong 
enough. And it's time for a 
change.” said Ms Upton. 

Before retreatiiig to the safe- 
ly of his official Daimler. Mr 
Major told the crowd: *T have 
not a shred of doubt that the 
Conservatives will have five 
more years." 

He was the only one in Lu- 
ton ycsierdOT not to show any 
doubts but it'may be enough to 
cany him tiu-ou^ the next six 
weeks. 
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TTJF^gpAY IS MARCH 1997- ■ THE INDEPENI^INT 



TT 7e are all standing in the dark of 
Street. .At one end we 
T » can see the sunshine 
illuminating the statues along 
Whitehall: at the other it warms the 
suited backs of cKil servanis siroUing 
amongst the weeping willows and cherry 
blossoms. We alone are in deep shade. 

Britain's poUtical corps i.s there. The 
photographers dressed for survival in 
(he wild, poised precariously on their 
aluminium ladders: the camera crews 
and sound engineers, with iheir tripods, 
and rainbow coloured spaghetti of 
trailing cables: the mobile phoneys 
relaying the latest rumour back to 
newsdesks throughout London. 

Already up and broaJeastiag in far 
comers of Downing Sv are several 
serious young women, speaking 
continuously to regional news 


programmes and Andorran 
radio. .And there's a jolly chap 
with a proper body from the 
waist up but below whose belt- 
line dangles a horrid mass of 
tangled wires, connecting him 
umbQically with a camera and sound 
system. 

This is Adam Boulton, the substantial 
political editor from Sky Television, 
much of whose life is spent broadcasting 
live in front of the camera. One 
wonders whether Boulton himself 
forgets whether he's on air or dol Does 
he occasionally answer routine domestic 
queries about the shopping or lunch 
with a judicious pause and a balanced 
judgement? Or he one day take a 
televised leak (‘^e're just waiting for a 
Strong flow. And here it is, and 
eveiybody here feels veiy relieved”)? 


DAVID.. 1 

LTonovitch 


Gilt apiin, and the PM is Into his car and 
o£^ hdceiy-^lit to kiss bands at the _ . . 


pitarp and a» for a dissolution. The 
nN 1 »licDpterffiesov«diead,iiiaridiig - 
the Rrane bUoister’s pass^ to the 
palaf»^ nnH mining Other jOUnialiSt^ 

atta^its to contact theicofSces.. . . 

The Prime Minister’s I^ess Secretaiy, 
Jonathan Hadam, walks amongst 
and a gaggle collects around him with 
the rapidly and determination of a 
Moscow crowd told that someone is 
selling sausa^, A line of wais^ puzidits 
- led by TTbrs pear-shaped piimtical 
editor, MKAaef Brunson -■ is mouthing 
aw^ to their various midd^ audiences. 
In the middle .stands the beautiful 
blonde gamine from ]^C Worid 
Seevte, idee a mmiature Snow White . 
amongst the Gigantic Dwaxv^ And 
whoops, Joriatfain Haslam has b^un an 


They also serve who 
only stand and wait 


There's movement and Cabinet 
members arrive, tiling in throu^ the 
black door, all looking about half their 


nod): •'Why?” Wl^? What are tb^ 
supposed to answer? How about: 
“Because you cannot fool aS of tbe 


re^ size. Each one is asked tbe same two people aU of the time, but under first 
questions: “Are you goizig to win?” And past the postyou only need 42 per cent"?, 

then (after tbe obligatoiy thumbs up tv We waiL *1000 the Cabinet all come 


off-the-record briefing with Adam 
Boohon - whojs stai foe on <ame^ 

TTie PM sweeps bade mlo Number 
Tfen, a microphone is set up in the 

middle of the street, and a cute aggie 
nfTarqnrns aod Heleuas - bussed m 
from Central Office to stand dowa one 
end lookuig decorative -■ take up 
position like bridesmaids at as 
important but tedious weddins- ^ 
Fmally Mr M^r, looking exac^- like 
emerges and announces that 

there’ll be an election on 1 May, 

an vw er g some baid questions like wui 
you win the general election?” and 
“Why?”, then goes back inside to ^t 
re^ fOT Ws trip up to Idton. 

. The Ti»ri piins and the journalists drut 
; off. It tms' beea one of thos e hist one^ ^ 
events that the people who witnessed it, 
win probabb' never, ever remember. 


w' . >r 
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-Dems 


no bar to 


TV poll 
debate 


Rob Brown 

Media Editor 


The biggest obstacle to a live 
televis^debate between John 


Major and Tony Blair ~ the 
threat of a lawsuit from the Lib- 
eral Democrats - looks certain 
to be overcome. 

It appears there arc at least 
two ways round what the 
LalKiur leader terms “the prub- 
lemofPaddy". The option most 
ucccptable to the Lib Dems 
would he to hove their leader de- 
bate with his Labour and Con- 


I can’t believe 


there’s not a way 
round the Paddy 
problem 9 


required to get a separate crack 
at Mr Major. “1 can't believe 
there's not a way round the Fhd- 
dy problem," he said. Later, tbe 
Labour deputy leader. John 
Prescott, said his party bad 
bceu callingfor the televt^ de- 
bate for some lime and they 
•’didn't mind at all" if the Ut^ 
cral Democrats were included. 

But he told BBC Radio 4's 
WoHd ai One programme that 
it was Important that there was 
audience participation. 

Mr Ashdown said he would 
wekxwne the cfiportunicy of tak- 
ing part in a televised debate. “It 
is absolutely vital people get to 
hear tbe different options on of- 
fer,” he said. More colourfuUy. 
the Ub Dems' campaign chair- 
man. Lord Holme, said that 
gianiing Mr Ashdown only a 
“walk on part" would be like an 
editioQ of Blind Date in which 


servative countciparts before 
they go head-ionead against 


two of the participants got to 
talk to tbe mrl and me Ihii^ only 


iney go neao-ioneaci against 
each other. Bui, if a agrecmeai 
cannot be reached on a series of 
three debates, it is not entirely 
inconceh'able that the BBCwiU 
steam ahead and simply stage a 
Major-Biair duel. 

Mr Major endeavoured to 
display his belief in fairness yes- 
terday when, announcing the 
date of the election on the 
steps of Downing Slieel, he stat- 
ed: “I have some empathy for 
Mr Ashdown's petition. 1 am 
sure the broadcasters may find 
some way to involve him.” 

llie l4ime Nlinislcr swiftly 
added that he thought the prin- 
cipal clash should he beeween 
hm and Mr Blair and that “a re- 
.sponsible. long debate dealing in 
detail ... will enhance the de- 
mocratic prccess. not damage iL“ 
The Labour leader said he 
was prepared to go hcad-lo- 
head with his Uberal Democ- 
rats counterpart if this were 


talk to tbe and the third only 
got to talk to Cilia Black. 

The Liberal Democrats have 
been threatening to mouat a le- 
gal challenge against the broad- 
casters if they don't stage a 
three-way debate or series of de- 
bates involving their leader. 
They would have a strong case 
against ITy which has a statu- 
tcuy duty to be impartial under 
the terms of the Broadcasting 
Act of 1990. 

But the BBC is not shackled 
to the same extent It is gen-- 
emed only by a series of agree- 
ments in iis'chaner which are 
open to challenge and are not 
set down in law. 

Geoffrey Robertson QC, an 
expert oo media law. said yes- 
terday that the BBC had to de- 
cide if it would be in the public 
interest to hold a Major-Blair 
debate, and how it would ensure 
fairness. In his opinion, this 
might be achieved by letting the 
other party leaders comment 
perha^ 30 minutes afterwards. 
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Higher vision: Baroness Thatcher holding a press conference - three hours after the Prime Minister’s - outside her offices In Belgravia ye s ter da y, In whidi she warned 
against Labour cunning, bached John Major and exhorted the voters to ’stick with us’ Photograph: Kalpesh Lathigra 


Fighting talk from Thatcher’s doorstep ’ 


C hris t ian Wo k na r 

Westminster Correspondent 


Baroness Thatcher took just three 
hours to follow John Major’s example 
and hold her own doorstep press con- 
ference in an effort to qnash any si^- 
gestkin that she might do an Enoch 
fkiwell and recommend reting Labour. 

Standing on the steps in front of her 
<Ake in Be^ravia, central London, she 
dearly wanted to distance herself 
from her recently reported remarks 
that Tony Blair would not let Britain 
down. Ste stressed that neo' Labour 


was little different from old Laboui; 
saying^lMpiirase'DewLabourilscun- 
aingiy desi^wd toconcea! a lot of old 
sodalisnL Don’t be taken iD". 

Looiting rather distracted perhaps 
by the 124tarTed European Byi^ 
on the Germaa embassy opposite, she 
responded to qnestioos about ber re- 
ported remarks oo Mr Blair by ny- 
ini? “1 do not expect to see Prime 
Minister Blair," 

Then. confruii^Ji^ she added.* “Mr 
Blair b different from P rim e Minis- 
ter Blair" but siw noticeabiy, did not 
deny baring made the origjnal snp- 


portive remarks of the lAboar leadec: 

WbeiLasstewaswalldngbackiD- 
sj(ie,itwassnggBStedtoberbj7%s/ff- 
Apendent tba t Tbity Blair was good 
ebap", she sCopp^ turned tonud 
and, qyes ablaze with all the <rid fire 
and finger pomtiag, sbe'said: *’1 hope 
yon efa^ Thatches a good woman, 
oCberwbe wfiy have yon come in sod 
oofflbers?” 

She had deariy bcai briefed by Con- 
servative Central Office, because enr- 
lier she had ghen out the fine vriiicb 
was yesterday’s lanncli theme for the 
campaign: “1 bear people spying 'lime 


for a changed. That’s absurd. If yon 
have got a good bnilderoiv dine 1 say 
h, a good pocarora good gorerament, 
yon dnrt change. Wn stick with Cbeoi, 
and I hope yon’D stick with ns." 

She was dearty trying to be belpfiil 
to John M^jor in sgying am fight- 
ing Itor Prim Minister M^or and I 
am filing with every ef^ I can 
biii^ fbrtii." 

Brt again, her rmoaiks bgramg 
rather Delphic when she added liiat 
voters sbonld **Stey with ns untij wie 
cross the ftnightng Une." 

Where or whmi was ri»l« finishh^ 


line? On 1 May or long into the next 
mfileniinim? iUid did it mean tlut af- 
terwards, people no ioi^ had to stick 
vrifli the Ibries? She was not in a mood 
for explanation and fdt that the dim 

mimite she had given was plenty: 

Ptirhaps she is boldnig bade fin* a 
strii^ oC ^peuances, l^y That^ 
o^doors^ performance may be tbe 
first of many dnrii^ tiie niiri $ix 
weeks; She boasted that she had re- 
edved 51 inritetions to speak and that 
more were craning in aO the time. Bot 
she ^ not say whettier riie had ac- 
cepted any 


bead witti ms Liberal ucmoc- oiner party leaaers commenL uiat tony niau-wouia nocictuncam cerntair' out siw ooDceanty, oiu not was yesteniays tenneb theme tor the cross the nnidung Une." she ^ not saywhettier riie had ao 

rats counterpart if this were perhaps 30 minutes afterwards. I down. She stressed that new Labour deny baring made the origjiial sop- cam^lgnr “1 bear people snying 'lime Where or when was this finishh^ c^ted any ^ 

Politicians argue but voters have made up their minds 

mav influence onlv a small mi- Michael Streeter revisits The Independents panel of Redditch constituents 


The lengthy election campaign 
may influence only a small mi- 
nority of voters, with many 
people already decided on 
which party to support, ac- 
vxtrding to The Independent's se- 
lected group of disaffected 
Conserx'ative voters. 

Yesterday as the Iron Lady's 
successor John Major hnalh* an- 
nounced the election date, most 
of the group claimed to have 
made up their minds: and cru- 
cially for New Labour's hopes 
a number are switching ihetr 
support to Tony Blair. 

Lionel Baird, 52. a para- 
medic. described himself as an 



Michael Streeter revisits The Independents panel of Redditch constituents 
who voted Tory in the Eighties but who must switch to Blair if Labour is to win 


“unhappy CoiLservative and an 
apprehensive Labourite.” 

He is grateful for much that 
he has been able to achieve in 
18 years of CoiLservative rule - 
including owning his own home 
- but for the first lime is switch- 
ing his vote to Labour. 

“I'm not lOU per cent sure 
and I feel apprehensK’e, but 1 
think 1 will gjw new Labour a 
go. It's time for a change.” he 


said. “1 have discussed this with 
my wife and we both came to a 
similar conclusion. 

“This gen'ernment is looking 
a bit lone in the tooth and John 
Major has not come up to ex- 
pectations as a leader.” 

Adrian Blick. 30. a .self-em- 
ployed bricklayer, has made 
up his mind lo support new 
Labour, claiming the Conscre- 
adves arc no longer trustworthy. 
The kev issues for him are the 


state of the National Health Ser- 
vice and the education ^-stem. 
and be believes Labour msn*do 
better than the CociservativKs on 
the economy. 

would not mind paying a 
bit e.xtra tax as long as the NHS 
and schools were beiier.” he 
said. “I'll definitely be voting 
Labour." 

Ani?(her switcher is Roger 
Fn^L a foiroer British Gas 
travel manager who echoes 


many in tbe group believing 
the campaign wilJ nave little im- 


pact. 

“1 think most people will 
nek change their loi^ now. Tm 
99.9 per cent sure 1 will vote 
Labour this time - it's simply 
time wie had a change." 

He wall listen lo the argu- 
ments, he says, without expect- 
ing to be persuaded, and 
be^es the Dkely United Siati^ 
^tyle television debate will be 


too stued to influence people. 

Mr Rost says that cootrazy to 
Tory hopes people do not b^ 
Ueve tbe econon^ is b enefitin g 

tiiem. “When 1 1 ^ to pasple I 
know, they say the ecemozOT is 
not that dwerent ftom before 
as for as I am cozicemed." 

Those in the group like^ to 
stay with tbe Conservatives 
seem ei^ually to have made up 
their minds before the cam paign 
kicks off Susan Lovett, 38, a for- 


mer sales consultant, s^ she 
win “almost definite^ vote 
Conservative a pin as sh e 
not trust Labour, tbougb she is 
looking forw^ to hearing the 
arguments and die teievisioa 
bate. “I’m not sure if it mil in- 
fluence me. but it wfll be quite 
funiqr. I thtok John Major win 
do well and that may influence 
anyone sittizig on the fence to 
vote Conservative. At the mo- 
ment most (tet^e do want a 
change." 

David Bigoall. 51, is a ’dis- 
grumled* Conservative, bin s^ 

m the end he will vote Tbzy 
again, citing the econon^. 


econony is doing well, 
mfiatiim is low and unemjdoy- 
ment is coming dowzL I jnst do 
not trust the other side awmg h- 

“When it comes to the 
crunch and I have to the 
decisioa, I think'o^ heart will 
stiU be with the Cboservacives.” 

Tbe views are edibed by Bri- 
an Nidiolls, a', butcher, who 
said: ‘The ecohos? is stable - 
at the znomenLTm oonoemed 
about wfaat migbthai^zen to in- 
flation iindto;Labour.’’ 

□ The indm^daa will be re- 
tum^totne^oup during the 
eleerifwi Wiryaign to see a and 
how its fflembeis’ views chang.* 


.S 4- it 



This is Adam Boulton bringing you 
the election announcement live 
and its Moydoy, Moyday..." 


^ n e w s 


Our election 
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Comhig out: Some of the big names flr<m'ttfe*WDiM of busihe^- spor^ entertainment and religion who have joined the growing list of well-known personalities pledging their sumiort for John Major or Tony Blair Photomonta^: Jonathan Anstee 



shakers line up to support main parties 


Acfcian HacBand 


Business leaders, bag names in 
and eatertaiomeat, and-tiien there 
was Bazoness Thatdier. The list of 
those coming out for Tony Blw 
seems endless. 

Even if Lady Tbahdier ye^mday 
rowed bade on her appatem support 
for the Labour leaoCT. the' Bl^' 
eodoisement fist .remains nDpreav& ' 
Ey contrast, John Ne'er’s siippbrt 
among movert and shakers ioofcs 
wdl, sfaal^. 

Whether this rehictancB opehjy. to . 
si^tport the Conseivafinn £|^ is do^ 
to the intinudalmg2f>^pointp1uspqfl - 
advantage, the prosp^ . of - 1 


. rescwhdii^.eledOTaldefeaVor tte 

■ tiedd^/idtKedfaypdOst^ 
etectiph - a teikli»<^ by Ibiy voters 
to coinb^ li^ allegiance - is opra 
fbqueetidn. ' 

Amoi^thefBWpeisoDalities^dio . 
' b^ come (»t for the Tozies have 
bbep Bart ASke,grhn(bado£the for- 
mer jLabborjsi^ mhustez^CJemeat 
Attlee, ^6 cross^ the floor in 
dt Labors plan to abol&h 
- tbeheretfita^rpee^e; 

T^cfaiefexecutjveofNiss^ Ian 
. Gibspn, sJmwed his preferenoe when 
he aigi^ that Labour’s support for 

■ rtieSodd Chapter conMchmK^ . 

. competitiviAiess of British compa- 
nies Oeri, of the l^ace Gi^ h^ ^ 


indicated her backuig for Mr Major, 
in state oi the idetw^icai lift tUs 
could precipitate withm the hugely 
suocies^^BceGgfeMeiC has said 
that she will vote Labour. 

Other than Ladjy I^iibairn, who 
has promised to move peimanently 
to Mexico if Mr Blair moves into 
Downing Street, and various inter- 
national contzibutocs, few other per- 
sonalities have signalled their 
support for the Tories. 

Most of the 150 people who 
attended a recent fundraisug event 
for the parly, are welt-known for their 
political preference. The boxer 
Prank Bnino. the former Eztgland 
cridret captain, Michael Atherton, 


and football stars David Platt, 
Michael Bali and David Seaman 
were among the sporting personal- 
ities who hawe indicated they wfll be 
voting Conservative on 1 May. 

Other Ibry suf^jorteis at the func- 
tion included Btuoness (PD) James, 
Lorraine Chase, Sir Cliff Richard, 
Barbara Windsor, Carol Vorder- 
man and Fiona Fullerton. 

Mr Blair, on the other hand, has 
received the nod from a sigoiJicani- 
ly larger and arguably more influ- 
entiai list of backers. 

In the business sector Granada 
Group chairman, Gerry Robinson, 
Reed Employment Agency founder, 
Alec Reed, Sun Life chairman. Lord 


Douro. and WH Smith chairman, Je- 
remy Hardie, were among many ke}’ 
business leaders who have said they 
approve of the Social Chapter and 
will be voting Labour in seven weeks. 

From the entertairunent world. 
Lord Airenborough. Bianca Jagger, 
Richard Wilson, Sinead Cusack and 
ex-£ieu/£n(/(Tr stars MicheQe Collins 
and Michael Casbman have an- 
nounced their support for Mr Blair. 

Stephen Fry said at a Labour Par- 
ty fomdraising function earlier this 
3 «ar **1 hope Labour wins - hut we 
will not be counting our chickens. I 
will be voting Labour.** 

A variciy of other personalities, 
from all walks of life, have agreed to 


stand up in public as Labour people. 
They include (wo religious leaders, 
the Chief Rabbi, Dr Jonathan Sacks, 
and the next Bishop of Worcester, 


Bsier Sellw, the disc jockey Paul Mc- 
Cann andtl 


the restaurateur Sir Ter- 
ence Conran. **lf you are rich and 
selfi^ you vote Toiy." Brian Moore, 
(he fbnner rugty union star, said ear- 
lier this year. 

Coming out for Major 

Earl Attlee, grandson of the former 

Labour PM, Dement Attlee: 

Ian Gibson, chief executive. Nisan: 
Frank Bruno, former boxer. 

Lord Uoyd-Webber. composer. 
Baroness fPD) James, the writer. 
Spice Girt, Geri: 


David Seaman, goalkeeper, 
Michael Atherton, cricketer 
Barbara Windsor, actress: 

Robert Powell, acton 
Carol Vordennan, presenter. 
Backing Blair: 

Gerry Robinson. Granada Group 
chairman: 

Jeremy Hardie, chairman of WH 
Smith: 

Dr Jonathan Sacks. Chief Rabbi: 
Mel C, of the Spice Girls; 

Sir Terence Coruun, restaurateur. 
Lord Attenborough, film director; 
Midiael Cashman. actor. 

Richard Wilson, actor: 

Alan Shearer, football player; 
Stephen Fiy, actor and writer. 
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and Straw agree deal 



on crime 


Anthony Bemns aid Jason 
Bemwlto 


A wide range of drime le^^- 
tion, iududini 


ig measures tor 
toogher'sentebdng; andactiem 
against stalkers and sex of-, 
fenders, is esqpecled to be 
pa.s5ed before the general dec- 
tiofl aftera deal .was agreed be^ 
tween Labour and fte Home 
Office yesterdOT. ' 

Hie Home ^ecreiaiy’s flag- 
ship Crime BOL wtiicb appeared 
to be doomed after a House of 
Lor^ amendment blodtsd it, 
now.Iooks likely to be passed. 

Labour has agreed to Tast 
track* 17 KUs on law and or- 
der provkUng a Commtms vote 
on the Crime (Sentences) Bill 
amendment is allowed later 
this week. Hie amendment wfll 
give jucEges greater discretion in 
sentencu^ m “exceptional dr- 
cumstances”. 

The campron^ was agr^ ' 
after a meeting between 
Michael Howird, the Home 
Secretary, and Jack Straw, 


the rtiadow Hcnne'SecEei^^ 

However, s^or Labour 
soxucessaidJa^ n^t tbiug(n»- 
enuoeat proposes for an ex- 
tension of graat-maintained 
schools .-and -an -increaM of 
schotrfselectuxi of pupils would 
be an eaz^ victim of the kmg 

eleCtiOD rampaign. 

Botii proposals, induded in 
the Eduction would have 
to be jettisoned if (he remiaio- 
der of tite legislation was to be 
given hi^-speednpprovaL and. 
agreed ehactmentj-t^tbe time 


the House of D^mmons rises at 
the end of this week. 

Following the 'Prime Minis- 
ter’s Dowiung Street an- 
nounoement that the Commoiis 
woiild meet for the last time 
liext Friday, the pazliamenlaiy 
**usual channels* - the behind- 
the-scenes buriness mani^is 
who include the Leader of the 
House, Tony Newton, and his 
Labour counlerpart, Ann Tay- 
lor, and reprerentatives of the 
vAiip^ ofii^ -embarked on in- 
tenrive negotiations on tbe 


terms of agreement for sal- 
vaging part of the Govern- 
ment’s legislative programme. 

• Sir David Steel the fonner 
Liberal Leader, warned (he 
House that there were 28 Bills 
left in the pipeline. 

In the House of Lords, tbe 
r’s tepoTt-sl^ dd»Te on the 
iucatioD Bill began wnb a 
statement from Lord Strath- 
dyde, the Government Chief 
Whip in the upper House, that 
althou^ the proceedmgs on the 
Bill would continue, it was pro- 


posed that the rest of the week's 
business must be “adjusted*. 

The big tussle between tbe 
parties last ni^t was over the 
fate of the Crune (Sentences! 
Bfl], althou^ the Home Office 
has a dozen others caught up in 
tile rush to the statute booL 

Labour feared that Mr 
Howard was preparing to use its 
oppoation to key sections of the 
(eolation to attack its alleged 
weakness on law and order. Mr 
Straw offered help to get the 
legislation through four weeks 


Countdown to a new Parliament 


t ahncxirfbad. 


20 ngures. 

Nrne Paiiismoit 

Easter : 

Tfissotofioribf gmtem eiHriTQtolh^ti^ 
t31 Es^^orilt^T 


S pKrcte u naBofv&ndfesue of- 

write tor. sfiar&tgtoe, 


appiicaflons. Candidate nominations open. 

: 16 April: March unemployment figures and gov^ment 
Maorrowing figures. List day for candidate nominations. 

17 Apil): March inflation figures released. 

23 April: Noon deadline for receipt of late absent-voting 
. ' appficetiions, on health grounds. 

: IMay: Genera) elecBon. 

•' T 'May: Parfiament meets for swearingHn of MPs and 

relecfiori of Speaker. 

14 May: St^ opening of Parliarhent, with Queen's Speech 
' pfogramrne Cff newfy Seeled Government 


am, promising an ''open door* 
if Mr Howard agreed amend- 
ments clarifying the wording of 
tbe Bill, but be the offer had 
been “petulantly” rejected. 

There are also a number of 
backbench Private Member's 
Bills, covering the sale of drugs 
in clubs and ^coho) and young 
people, but the Knives Bill, in- 
troducing new curbs on the 
sale and advertisins of combat 
knives, cleared Parliament un- 
der its own steam Iasi nighi. 

The Lords gave the back- 
bench legislation, which has 
cross-party support, a third 
reading without a vote and it 
now awaits Royal Assent. 

Steered through the Com- 
mons by Labour's James Wray. 
MP for Provan. and through tbe 
Lords by the former Metro- 
politan Police commander 
Baroness Hilton of Eggardon, 
the legislation was initially op- 
posed as unworkable by Mr 
Howard, but was eventually ac- 
cepted under (he weight of 
public pressure for action. 


Sir James’b effusive acolytes off to an affluent start 


Ibrty HeaBi 


If enthusiasm i/oa vot^ the 
clutch of ^ferendum Pai^ 
prospecth’e candidates .who 
gathered in Laeflow, Sloops 
^ire, yesterday could arle^ 
count on saving tiietr deposits: 
Whether am voll be elects on 
1 Mm is debatable. . . 

Hie 15 hopefuls met in sur- 
roundii^ that would please Sir 
James Goldsmith, their bene- 


fraor.The 17th-cent^ Fath- 
ers Hotel ba place of affluence, 
vrith a four-poster room costii^ 
£95. In the Prince Qimies suite, 
the party oraaniser, -Gareth 
Davies, told ms tro(^.*’lfSir 
-James baite’t set up the paily, 
I would. The difference is that 
that ca^ you . probably. 


in 


wouldn’t have beard of iLl 
Mr Davies is dedicatetk.'Tve 
piif my bu^ess - T develop and 
'mark^'hoard-gaznes-OD hold 


towotkfiilJ-time for the par^.* 
His most successful game, 
Smeadbet, offers a gamble as 
.trolQf as one undertaken by 
CUve Easton, the party's ban- 
ner-carrier in Hereford 
An airline pilot, he is on un- 
paid leave. can’t put my 
hand on my hrart and forecast 
what win happen. But fVe re- 
signed from the Conservative 
Ruty because Fm di^usted at 
their European pob'ev,* be said. 


Hereford is held by Colin Shep- 
herd for the Tories with a 3,413 
majority . 

Uz I^Ulips was there, blaz- 
ing enthusiasm, in her bur- 
gundy sweater bearing the 
l^ieod: “Let the people d«ide”. 
A caterer, she is contesting 
Brecon and Radnorshire, where 
the three h^fRUties are shiggmg 
it out. The incumbent Tory, 
Jonathan Evans, has a majori- 
ly of 130. Ms Phillips sajsToiy 


defectors outnumber Labour 
and Liberal Democrat switch- 
ers. “Fm in there to win. I've 
never belonged to a political 
party and although 1 voted 
Conservative and Liberal in 
the past, the parties are all 
selling Britain short over Eu- 
rope,^ she said. 

Anthony Partdn, white- 
haired and urbane, Ls one of the 
party's roost intriguing charac- 
teis- He tx-orked for the BBC for 


37 years producing agricultur- 
al programmes and editing The 
Arcfiers, a story of country folk 
not unlike people in tbe 
Leominster constituency ^ere 
bis target j.s the Ibry arch-Euro 
enthusiast Sir Peter Tempte- 
Morris, who sits on a ]6.6S0n:ia- 
jori^. Mr Parkin was cautiously 
optimistic: “Naturally, we aim 
for success. The only question 
of importance is to save 
Britain's sovereientv." 


Anti-gun advert shown 


Ami-mn lobbyists, who are calling on all voters to 
ider 


consider the banning of handguns as an election issue, 
yesterday launched a cinema advcrt'iscment lo highlight 
their campaign. 

The commercial, which will be shown in up to 1,000 
cinemas nationwide, opens with a man loading the barrel 
of a .22 dslibre handgun. A voice-over from former 007 
James Bond actor Scan Conneiy says: “It is said a total 
ban on handguns, including 22&, would take away 
innocent pleasure from thousands of people.* The man in 
the film mes a rapid succession of shots, devastating a 
human-shaped cardboard target Conneiy says: “Is that 
more or less pleasure than watching your child grow up?” 
Hie film closes with the words: “Remember Dunblane, 
^n all handguns.* 

Ann Pcarsion. spokeswoman for the Snowdrop 
campaign, defended the decision to use Conneiy. a star 
accused of glamorising violence in films, saying: “We don't 
regard (his^ hypocritical ... Last year Sean Connery was 
quoted as saying that be would only take part in future 
films invoMiig guns when there was a balance and moral 
image shown.” 


(jord Chancellor to retire 


The Lord Chancellor. Lord Mackay of Dashfern. has said 
he will retire after the election. Lord Mackay wrote to the 
Prime Minister last week informing him of decision. 
Yesterday, John Major wrote back e:g>readi3g his sadness 
at the news but saying that he fully uMerstood Lord 
Macka/s reasons. 

Loid Mackay said in his letter that he had himself 
promoted an Act of Parliament requiring judges to retire 
at 70. He wrote: “I will myself reach that age m July, and I 
think it right that I should bide by that rule. I have 
therefore decided I should rciire’from tbe Lord 
Cbancellorship after the next general election.” In his 
response. Mr Major said: “You have served with 
enormous skill, patience and dignity os Litrd Chancellor 
for almost 10 years - the longest continuous service of a 
Lord Chancellor this centurv.” 


Scaigill stands against Howarth 


Tbe miners' leader Arthur Scargill has announced that he 
wQl stand as Socialist Labour Party candidate in Newport 
F^s t in protest at the selection on Sunday of .Alan 
Howarth as Labour candidate. 

Mr ScaigOl was said to be appalled at the choice of Mr 
Howanh, u1k> crossed the floor to join Labour on the eve of 
the 199S Conservative Party conference. “The constituency 
is being offered the choice of a Ibiy and an ex-Tor\' fighting 
on Tory policies. It's a disgrace,” Dwd Prosser, the SLP's 
>^lsh secretaxy cfaimed. Iteiy Heath 
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news 



Historic occa^on: The Russian cellist Mstislav RostrcHso^rich $eetir^ a guest at his 70th birthday party in London yes te rd a y, in 1997, its centenary year, 
EMI has issued a set of 13 compact discs, /tostropoKlcft; The Russian years 1950-1974, remastered from distal audio tapes Photograph: Geraint Lewis 


Rise in violence 


overshadows 


fall in crime 


iason B en netto 

Crime Correspondent 


A smM drop in the number of 

rwffnrrieri rrrnias mirtmiUgri last 

year was oveisfaadtowed yesta- 
day by the disclosure tfa^ vio- 
lent ofienoes rose iw 11 percent 
in the same period. 

The increase of 33,400 violent 
crimes to 344300 was the hip- 
est rise for seven years. The 
Home Ofte's annual statistics 
also revealed that the offences 
that involved wounding or oth- 
er acts that endangered life in- 


creased by 163 per cent, and 
rludii 


sex crimes, including rape, 
continued to rise in freqnen^. 

Michael Howard, the Home 
Secretary, seized on the reduc- 
tioD in the total number ofEences 


Girobank staff. 


They're the ones with the 


bags under their eyes. 








Great sagging things they are too. 

But then, we do process over £70 billion 
in notes, coins, cheques and credit card vouchers 
every single year. All from business people 
with the vision to realise that Girobank can 
provide a far more cost-effective route for 
their takings. 

The high street banks certainly bag plenty 
of profit, but they don't like change. 

Examine your last statement and consider 
how much they charged you to actually count it. 

Girobank gathers more money in a day 
than Las Vegas, Nevada does in a month. 
But It's our customers who are the winners. 


We cost less because of our unique relationship 
with the Post Office. 

Every post office needs masses of cash. 
Girobank customers provide it and so benefit 
from unusually low cash handling fees. 

It's the most streamii.ned system of its 
type in Britain. 

If you're near a post office - and there 
are over 19,000 of them in the UK* - you are 
near a Girobank. 

On top of which, your Girobank account 
manager will always come to you. 

When was the last time your bank 
manager arrived in reception? Of course, if 


you're seeking advice on Brazilian derivatives 
or urgently need a fix on the Nikkei, your 
existing bank is the place. 

But for lower costs, and long-term 
commitment, you know what to do. 

Change. 


Cali now for an information pack 


0800 22 22 55 


Pl«»e quote reference Np/(N/B3/03/97 
tt IS important to your request 


Girobank 

Moving money for business 







in i kS£> 




13 per cent to aboiu five mS- 
lKm, with QOtablc drt^ in fKOp- 
erty and car crime, as evidence 
that fais policies were working. 
It was the fou^ consecutive an- 
nual drop - toe first dme this tos 

h^ipen^ since 1900. 

But Labour claimed that the 
rise in violent crime and the 
nearsloubling in toe ofEences 
total since the Tbries came to 
power in 1979 proved that the 
CcHiservative pact/s law and 
order initiatives hm failed. 

The 1996 Notifiable Offences 
for En^kmd and Wales, pub- 
lished yesterday, reveal^ a 
mix bag of achievement for toe 
counoy’s police forces. 

Most worrying was the graw^ 
iog number of violent acts- Ai- 
toou^ this category only makes 
up seven per cent of the total 
noxnber of crimes - nine out of 
ten ofEences are gainst prop- 
erty - to^ have a huge imp^ 
on the victims. 

Offences sgamrst toe person, 
such as mugging, increased tty 
26300 to about 240,000, and 
more serious offences went up 
17 per cent to 22,400. The 
number of sexual offences in- 
erased tty three per cent This 
included a 15 per cent increase 
in the number of female tapes, 
has continued to go up tty 
an average of 10 per cent for the 
past de^e, to 5,700. Male 
rapes rose by 50 percent to 227. 
Raud and robbezy also saw 
small increases. 

On the positive side, toe po- 
lice have continued their success 
in driving down the number of 
vehide crimes- a two per cent 
dn^ - and buiglaiy, wmdi saw 
a six per cent declme. 

There were big regional dif- 


ferences in crime fighting. 
Northumbria recorded a 13 
per cent annual fall - its fifth 
in a row - while Durham, 
Cbesbiie. North Yoricshiie, and 
Dorset all had about a 10 per 
cent decline. 

Tlie Metropolitan Police was 
toe only urban force to record 
more crime in 1996 than in 
19^, up three per cent to 
840.000. Sussex and Norfolk 
both saw seven per cent in- 
creased in all lejtorted crime, 
vriiile Bedfordshue and Gwent 
recorded a 7S per cent rise in 
violent crime. 

All toe figures are an under- 
estimation because many 
crimes are cot reported or 
recorded. Michael Howard ar- 
gued that some of the increase 
m violet crime was due to more 
people reporting offences. 

He added: “Tm believe that 
these figures indicate a real suc- 
cess story. The}' bear testimo- 
ny to the steadf^ efforts of toe 
police, to toe work of toose in- 
volved in community initiatives 
to fight crime, and to the suc- 
cess of our polides to tackle 
crime and protect the public.” 

But Jack Straw, toe shadow 
Home Secretaiy. said: “Tlie 
modest reduction in overall 
crime has to be seen against a 
mountainous increase in crime 
and disorder since the 
Conservatives took office.” 

The police welcome toe drop 
in total crimes but Fred 
Broughton, chairman of the 
Police Federation, said: "I am 
very concerned by the increase 
in reported robberies and vio- 
lence against toe person. These 
are the crimes that worry the 
public most of all.” 


Mcjre teenagers 
hooked on hanin 


Jason Dewi^to 


Growing numbers of teenagers 
are turnii^ to heroin, accord- 
ing to police statistics released 
yester^y which show th^ toe 
number of seizures of the drug 
rose tty 41 per cent-l^ year. 

Boys and girls ^ed 12 and 13 
are tunwg to prostitution to 
feed toeir heroin addiction, one 
police chief said. 

The warnings came as Cus- 
toms and £:rase announced 
that the total amount of drug^ 
seized in 1996 had increased by 
more than 60 per cent over the 
previous year to a record 80 
tonnes - worth about £500m. 

Joint police and customs figr 
ures. published yesterday, also 
revealed a recc^ rise in the 
amount of cannabis seized, 
sharp increases in the amount 
of amphetamines recovered 
and a continuing upward trend 
in cocaine, but a surprise drop 
inecstaty. 

Heroin, however, was idea- 


total of 1995 thQ^ still believe the 
long-term trend is up. Drug 
agencies estimate chat only lU 
per cent of toe heroin that 
comes into Britain is inter- 
cepted en route. 

Keith Hellawell, Chief Con- 
stable of West Yorteshire and 
dni^ spokesman for the Ass^ 
datioa of Chief Police Officers, 
said: “The worrying trend is toe 
use of heroin on the street- The 
cost in some cities is the same 
as cannons. More younger peo- 
ple becoming addicted to 
heroin and oonunitting crime to 
feed their habits. Young fe- 
males are having to prostitute 
themselves to feed their babiL 

‘'Vfe DOW tra^caOy see it’s rel- 
atively common for 12 and 13- 
year-old prostitutes on the 
street, which also allows pae- 


dc^iiles to prey on them.* 


tified as toe dr^ causuig the 
0. 'ni 


most concern, tne police in 
England and made 7,880 
seizures last year and while the 
amount recovered by 
officers was down on the record 


le added that the heroin 
addicts were now using stolen 
electrical goods to barter 
directly with drug dealers. “A 
tdevisioD or video will buy four 
or five wraps of heroin,” he said. 

Seizures of cannabis by cus- 
toms rose by 46 per cent to 76 
tonnes, makmg it tty far the most 
popular drug, although police 
action dropp^ sli^tiy. 


THE BIGGEST MEDICAL COMPLAINT TOR 
PEOPLE OVER 50 IS 


HOSPITAL 

WAITING 

LISTS 



SAGA Hospital Care ensures you will not have 
to wait long for treatment 


Prompt treatment for 12 of the most commonJ 
sunered complaints 


^ admission for all other operations where ti 
NHp cannot admit you wi thin six weeks, after 
seeing your specialist 

FuH cover for private in-patient charges*^ 


CSuarant oc d acceptance from age 50 with no 
upper age liinit and no medical required 


Medi^ conditions that occurred before vou io 
may be covered after 2 years* ^ 


✓ Autmatic tax reli^ on premiums if you are 
aged 60 or ove" 

FREE luggage set when you enrol 


to iK^icy conditions 
ilimits do eo some out-pat/eit tmamena 


SAGA Hospital Care is underwritten by Prime Hea] 


For a free quotation and information pack, phone 
our dedicated Cuicomer Care Team 
at Prime Health 


01483 553 553 
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news 


Guiiimer says no to deep 



Mdioias Sdio'on ' '' 

Environment Coffespondeht 

Britain’s nuclear-waste diroos- 
al plans were thrown -mto 
connisioD last ni^t after John 
Gummer, the Setretaiy of State' 
for the Environment, 
plans for an undeijround test 
laboratory near Sellafield ^riiich 
would have paved the way for 
a subterranean radioactive 
dump on the same nte. ' 

surprise decision, the 
first time the indiistiy has lost 
a major public-p lanning battle, . 


andloc^ protesters in Cumbna. 
Bnt it also put a questipa mailt 
over the policy of building a 
£2Jbn. 3,000 feet deep.^FStem 
of caverns for nuclear waste. 

hnre^ the waste-disposal 
omnoai^ owned by the naiicn’s 
nuclear industry, has spent 
more than £400iDi and many 
years, woridng plans for the 
laboratory to stur^ disposal of 
mterme£ale-leyel nuclear 
waste at Gcsfoith in Cumbria. 
- Now it may have to 
years gathering more sdentific 


^ta to prow the safety of its 
plans, vriiile redrawing plans to 
reduce the impact the labora- 
tory would hrw on the Lake 
District Nadond Park. 

Altwnatively. h wiU have to 
startpbnning a laboratory and 
dump.at another rite and en- 
counter firerii <^qx)sitioiL Its sec- 
ond choice is at another nuclear 
rite, Dounreay in Caithness, 
Scotland. But the company ^ 
hag a secret list of 12 other rites 
where the rods may be suitable 
for a deep-level dump. 

For more than 20 years suc- 


cesrive gpvcmmenis and the nu- 
clear industry have been trying 

to find a publicly acceptable way 
of disposmg of intermediate- 
level radioactive wastes, which 
remain highly dangerous for 
tens of thousands ot years. 

A volume of intermediate- 
level waste equiwlenl in size to 
a block of flats has built up from 
Britain’s nuclear power and de- 
fences and is stored on the sur- 
face, mostly at BNFLs Sellafield 

rite. Five times as much again will 

arise over the next half ceotuty. 
Mr Gummer's decision fol- 


lows a lengthy public inquity 
which ended a year ago. Yes- 
terday. Nires said: "We're ob- 
riousiy very disappointed." 

Mr Giuhmcr said that the 
poor derign, poor layout and ac- 
cess arrangements on the sur- 
face and damage to the national 
park were rcasoD.s coou^ to re- 
ject Nirex's plans, along with the 
fact that the work would harm 
a nearby group of badgers. Bui 
be added: "1 remain concerned 
about ibe scientific uncertain- 
ties and technical deficiencies in 
the proposals presented .by 
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designs 


McoteVeash 

After wimessii^ the arcb-glam- 
our displ^ed by.hnite couture's .. 
establiwed derigriers in the 
past few weeks, ft^uon hunten 
are advised to virit Alternative 
Fashion 'Week, where the top 
designers of lomoirow are 
showing their collections. 

Trendy old Spitalfields Mar- 
ket, in the East.End of London, . 
is the venue for the ' wacky, 
deca^nt and sometimes wear- ' 
able creations. Now in its fifth . 
year, show organiseis daim td' 
XX free of the pretenrions sur- 
rounding the i^hion buriness. 

Liz Weston, of Alternate 
Arts, the show's oigaiuser, said: 
“Anyone can cenme to see Uie . 
coUeetsoos. Not onh'’ is it free, 
but people are not pressured . 
into bujrtog anything-They can 
just .enjoy, vhat is bn offer. 
There is M mystique about 
fashion shofws." 

Smne dr the designers wsdS 
at college, bat mbsi have 

taunihed their own l^>els, waiit- 

ing to remain independent of 
the mainstream. • • 

Often an forms in them-, 
selves^ the aheroaiive fashioi^ 
can be looked upon as theatri- 
cal costumes. But for. those 
wanting to {uck up some rela- 
. th-ely cheap, but delicately- 

* stitched creations, there are a 
few clothcsu4ikfa areweaable. 

‘A lot of our designs tend, to 
indicate trends la^ seen by 
main stream design^s, like 
Vivienne Westwood orAlesan- 
der McQueen," Ms Weston 
said. 

“But I have to adnait that 
some of the dotbes are just ou- 
trageous. Although 1 CM t 
imagine people wearhig fbem, 
ideas always filter down to the 
high street, evoitualh^..’’ 

Among the outfits di^>layw 
was a purple tasselled and goM 
corset creation was designed^ 
24-year-old' Ab^ Grewco^ 
who studi^ fash^and des^ 

at Loiigbboroii^ GoD^e of Art 

and Design in Leksesleishire. 

The costume is part of her 
first collection, which is beavi 
ly influenced ly the circus tra 
j dition, whidj riie says is toe 

* inspiration behind her clotoe& 

Anyone wanting to aiiend 

any of the shows can call 0171 

* 375 0441, for details. 
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Nirex which would also jus^ 
refusal of this appeal." He alw 
had doubts about the process by 
which Nirex had chosen the ate. 

Friends of the hailed 

"an historic victory and said it 
wanted plans for an under- 
jiround dump to be dropped for 
si!\'eral decades, with toe waste 
stored and monitored on the sur- 
face while lechnology develops 

Michael Meachcr. Labom s 
environmental prelection 
spiiktfsraan. said the policy ot 
deep-level disposal still "seeins 
lo make sense". But Mr Gum- 


mer’s rejectioo of the laboratory 
was inevitable, he added, fol- 
lomng (be revelation in a 
leaked memo that Nirex w-as it- 
self divided on whether it had 
gatoered enough scientific data 
lo show how tt-ater would flow 
through the rocks around the 
laboratory and the subsequent 

dump. "It’s a very serious set- 
back towards a long-ierm solu- 
tion." he said. 

Nirex's planning application 
was reused by Cumbria Coun- 
ty Council and opposed by oth- 
er local councils, triggering the 


planning inquny.Thf laboratory 
was also opposed by ihe Irish 
goverutnenL which said H would 
lake international court action 
if I^irex wa.s allouvd to go ahead. 

Marlin Forwood. of the 
campaign group Cumbrians Op- 
posed W a Nuclear Enriron- 
menusaid: "My advice to other 
local residents facing tiiis prob- 
lem in the future would be: 
•Fiahi them every inch of the 
way'." Dick Wright, of the Gos- 
fonh .Action Givup. added that 
Nirex should "pack their bags 
and walk away from Sellafield". 
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Britain to spend 
£2bn on three new 
nuclear submarines 


■figitflfc A nwitelweaiHig an Ably Gnewcock outfit Her desigisi 


.nrfhianiKdliythecIraistiadHiOT Philip Me^ 


Christopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent 

In what was probably its last 
major defence announament 
before the general clccdon, the 
Government yesterday com- 
mitted the nation to spending 
£2bo on three new nudear-pow- 
cred submarines - a new class 
to be called “Asmie", because 
the Navy wants to begin the new- 
millennium with the letter “A" . 

Military experts said the or- 
der is reali>' costing £3bn. as four 
conventionally powered Up- 
holder class submarines, which 
cost £1 bn. were originally de- 
signed to do many of the same 
jobs but were then declared sur- 
plus. Thev are still at Barrow- 
in-Furness. in Cumbria, wailing 
u» be sold. 

There is also doubt whether 
nuclear-powered submarines, 
designed to hunt Soviet sul> 
marines in the North Atlantic 
are necessary' for toe operations 
Britain is likely to conduct 
when the first new submarines 
come into service in 2005. 

But MoD sources said the 
new submarines will be mu^ 
more economical, as they will 
never need to be refuelled dur- 
inetheir 25-30-year life. 

submarines are not be- 
ing built with separate accom- 
modation for women. The 
MoD had previously said 
women would serve m sub- I 
marines, when suitable accom- 
ipodatiOD was available. 

Of the 100 berths on board 
the new submarines. 18 will have 
to be shared between men 
woridng shifts, the priwdure 
known as "hot bunking". 

Defence Procurement Min- 
ister James Arbuthnot told Par- 
liament the order would be 
placed with GEC-Marconi as 
the prime contractor responsi- 
ble for designing and building 
the submarines and their equip- 
ment, and maintaining them for 
the first four-and-a-half years. 

It is the first time major war- 
ships have been built on a 
prime contractor basis. Mr Ai- 
buthnot said the order will help 
sustain about 7.000 jobs at the 
Vickers Shipbuilding and En- 
gineering (VSEL) yard at 
Barrow-in-Furness, and in 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Derby, 
Bath and Bristol. 

GEC-Marconi designed the 
submarines in corapeiition with 
VSEL But then Lord Wein- 
stock, GEC's managing direc- 
1 tor, bought VSEL enabling 
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New nukes: An artist’s impression of the submanne 


the MoD to combine the ben- 
efits of innovative design from 
GEC-Marconi - these are the 
first submarines they have de- 
signed — and VSeLs ship- 
building experience. 

At 6.000 tons, the new Astute 
Oass submarines will be able to 
carry land-attack cruise missiles 
with conventional warheads 
which can be fired from their 
loipedo tubes. 

The Navy currently nas four 
ballistic mKOc-firing Vanguard 
submarines and 1- nuclcar- 
powered hunter-killers: fh’e of 
the ageing Swiftsure class and 
seven Trualgars. The .Astuies 
are to replace the Swifisurcs, so 
another two will be ordered lat- 
er. unless the next government 
decides they are not needed. 


■In an almost unprecedented 
triumph for British arms sales, 
the US Marines are expected to 
buy hundreds of new artillery' 
pieces of British design at a cost 
ofS500mlE314ml. 

The US military normally 
buys U$ weapons, although 
tile Marines also bought a ver- 
sion of the British Harrier jump 
jCL Some reports indicated that 
the Pentagon might announce 
the ordcrlasi night. 

The Marines want a power- 
ful gun firing 155 mm standard 
Nuto ammunition which can be 
carried around by helicopter 
and will buv cither the Ltglil 
Towed Howitzer, developed b>' 
Rovai Ordnance, or the Ultra 
Lightweight Field Howitzer, 
developed by VSEL 
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HP OfficeJet Pro 1150C 
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Prints, Copies 
and Scans. 
All-in-One. 
All-in-Colour. 

All for &699! 
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^993; Honda won the World Solar Car race in Australia. Last year we v/on it again, averaging 56mph from Darvyin to 

g^^pe^^Mthough it will be sorne years- before s^taF.rGar& go mtp fuU-time production, the lessons we have learnt have already paved the vyay 
6atte:iy^powered tovm car to go ons3Je4n:CaIffomia. Meanwhile your children, or the children you've yet to have, are likely to one day drive 
ya-cacjhatis a direct descendant of today's research. Wrth fossil fuels becoming increasingly difficult to locate and extract, we believe it makes 
seqs^tb-harnessasource of power that still has a few billion years left. For more information on our current range of cars, call 0345 159 159 . 
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Firefighter who 
was harassed 

wins £200,000 



The l^ad of the Kr^ has spread to 
a second ^neration, as juniotfollow- 

eis are brobafat un towinaiin am^ 


taeu at the grave of Ronnie Kray and, 
,witb as jmidi ceremoay as he coold 
.^inusoo.' laid a series of white cama- 
•UOK at the foot of the granite a b b 
.“Wlqr iiie?’' lie asked his mother, as 
t**® of photographers zoomed in 
•Qn mm. ‘Tilt fiteseJn die pot, yea^’' 
replied Nikk^ 3^ vdidsB luu^ “used to 
kiftidr around-with iteg”. 

It was a p^ect spring day. Ihe av^ 
cf d^od& in Omigfind Mount 
cemet^'and the siHig of lords ringing 


the murl^' onderwoiCd'in which the 
; Krays operated. Bui-as the words en- 
graved on a fdaqne od Ronsie’a grave - 
' saidi “The -kiss .of the SOD for pardon, 
Che scHigof the.bicdforhiirth, one is 
neaiter to God in agatdmi than any^ 
where else on earth.” - 
The coi^gation had gathered to- 
gether “to hy and help rramcile Ron 
with God and lie^ hhn find peace,” ao- 
.cording to die R^ Rimini^ vicar 
of Sc Matthew's in Betlmai Green, east 
London, uho was leading the service, 
at 11am yesterday. The occasion 
marked the second anniversaiy of the 
death of Ronnie Kray, but imiite at die- 
fonera) two ago, when east' Lon- 
don heaSmi^witb crowds, attenr 
dance was scanty. v 

It was not an A-Kst cdela^ ei^L 
There was no Frankie Kaser, no.Bar- 
bara Windsor and TO bfike Rek^ ail cel- 
ebrated supporters of the Kc^tboi^ V 
John Rei^ave, second couTO to the ac- 
tress Vhnessa; felt sure diere would bb 
a fuOer turn-out n»t-;^earvpardcalar-.. 
lyifRegwasobtpfprisoa. ■ 

As.the syiiihea^ kqiboard accom- 
pananeat to •Abide me” peeled 
the 4(>odd foUpwetsstu^ intently.at 
the decxiraied grave. The fonna! 
ceechi^ were over; but Ryan.jyas. 
none the wiser was 
for RcNnue,” hGkki s^Tbqr li^ %&.. 
Tb^ wbidd&'t be here odK^nvise.” 

“WZiat, tfae^kids1ow'im?”.a:ded 
R]^ pomisK m a pair of five-yearold 
tauis. ^[tbalL^lh^kids kwe %! and 
v^eu you gnw lq)^ycnB‘ kafewSl love . 
them too.’’ 

Othms at the menwiia] service wme 
more dued up. Maiiy knew the pro- . 
tagonksts personalty. David Courtney, 
38, 'knew' “the men -not the SQfth”. “1 
do all the wcakibr.the Kr^-g^and 
bad.” he^d, Uue ^res twinkling. 

Charlie Kray;, 70, Renmie's elder 
tnotber, aho.is renrand^ in cusU^ 
awaiting trial on charges of wiring . 
part in TO aUe^ cocaine line w Mr 
Courtney's “nezt-door-neighbour” in : 
prison. “I look after him [Cbariie] 
when he's home aul I kxA ai^ him 
when heh in,’' boasted Mr Covirm^. 

**J just gw liot gnilty,”' be TOnimoed, 
a mischievous low on his fooe. “Quite 
rjghttysd Crime do^'t.pty. 1 bad faith 
in the British justice ^em.** 
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Signs of the times: A fan wearing two of the Kray brothers’ autograi^ and portraits at a memorial service held 
on the second annivcwsaiy of Ronnie’s death Photograph; Riilip Meech 


Nicole Veash 

A former female Orcfighlcr yes- 
terday accepted £200.000 dam- 
ages in one of the target 
payouts for sexual discrimina- 
tion. three years after a tribunal 
decided that her life had been 
devastated tn’ harassment. 

Tania Cla\lon, 31. was vic- 
timised by male colleagues in a 
“deep!)' ingrained’* anti-female 
culture where she was called 
“tart** and -stupid fuddog cow", 
while being ordered to make tea 
for firemen. When her case 
came before an industrial tri- 
bunal in 1*^. the Hereford and 
Worcester Fire Service was con- 
demned for the '‘most appalling 
discrimination’'. 

Mrs Clarion, who now lives 
with her parents in Wiltshire, 
joined the Blue Watch, Here- 
ford, in 1989 ^er five years' 
exemplary service in the 
W’omen s Royal Anny Coips. 

She served under sub-officer 
Ronald EasL who routinely vic- 
timised her in front of male col- 
leagues and advised her to get 
a job in a kitchen, the tribunal 
was told. In June 1990. she 
transferred to Worcester but 
two year^’ later returned to 
Hereford, this time assigned to 
Green Whtch. where the 
harassment resumed. 

In one incident she was 
forced lo sit on a turntable lad- 
der ICHJft in the air and spun 
round for more than an hour, 
in an attempt to break her con- 
fidence. Yesterday, after 90 
minutes negotiation in Shrews- 
bury. Shioi^ire. her Icg^ team 
agreed the seiilemeni with the 
local authority. 

Mrs Cla^oii. v4io blamed the 
collapse of her marriage on the 
iiauraa. said she was relieved 
her ordeal was over “It has not 
really sunk inyeu hut it was ho^ 
rible returning to the place 


where I won my case. ] cannot 
real^’ recall any specific incident 
which occurred in the force 
which drove me out. It was a 
combination of everything - a 
sort of wearing-down process." 

And she hoped her huge set- 
tlement - the largest non-mili- 
taiy setiiement - would make 
other aulborities think twice be- 
fore allowing sexual discrimi- 
nation within their fire brigades. 

Kevin McNamara, a 
spokesman for Hereford and 
Worcester County Council, 
said: “This has been a difficult 



Ihnia (Dayton: Treated for 
d^resskm due to her ordeal 

and long-running process for 
both sitfes. Lessons needed to 
be learnt and new manage- 
ment at ihc top of our fire ser- 
vice has ensured that ihe 
brigade has not stood still." 

Janet Gaymer. head of 
employment law for solicitors 
Simmons and Simmons, said; 
“This woman has suffered 
harassment for five years and 
the setllcmcni ohtiousty 
reflects the time she had to en- 
dure the bullying. In sexual 
harassment cases tribunals tend 
to award aggravated dama^. 
mirroring ^ menial and phys- 


ical distress caused to the indi- 
Wdual." 

Mrs Clayton, who is still un- 
employed since leaving the 
force in March 1994. has 
received treatment in a psychi- 
arric hospital for depression 
resulting from the ordeal. She 
said: - 1 just want to gel a place 
of my iiwn with a garden where 
I can spend some time with my 
Staffordshire bull terrier, 
George, and son out my life.'’ 

John Gordon, her Fire 
Brigade Union representative, 
sa/d: "This is a victory tinged 
with sadness, Tania's life has 
been devastated. The message 
from the FBU to employers is 
that this kind of despicable 
behaviour will not be tolerated 
and must be stopped. 

"She hits lost her marriage, 
her health and her livelihtHXl 
and it was a very reasonable 
claim in the circumstances.’’ 

The average ptayoui for a dis- 
crimination case in the work- 
place is about £4.1X10. But after 
the £1 1.000 statutory limit was 
removed ’m 1995 awards have 
been higher. 

Ministry of Defence settle- 
ments have tx;en larger in preg- 
nancy dLsmLssal cases because 
the anned forces have been un- 
iawfully making pregnant 
women'leave since 1978. How- 
ever. the average MoD award 
is only £11.000. Major Helen 
Homewood got £300.000 in 
1 9^. one of the highest payouts. 
That year Jiiisephinc Green, a 
former Ro\at Naxy nurse, was 
awarded jd50,OQO after she was 
sacked for becoming pregnant 
tty a Roman Catholic priest. 

In 1981, Helen Bambcr a 
Euro-bond dealer received 
£81.000 from a Japanese com- 
pany for sexual discriminatiom 
after discovering she earned 
£127.000 less than her male ciM- 
leagues. 


Ossie Clark’s killer jailed 


The SlTlies fashion guru Ossie 
Clark was killed by his former 
boyfriend in a frenzied knife at- 
tack because he believed the de- 
signer was the devO, the Old 
^ifley was told yesterday, writes 
Nicole Veash. 

lialian-bom Diego Cogolato, 
29. admitted manslaughter on 
the grounds of diminished re- 
sponsibility and was jailed for 
six years hji' Mr Justice Douglas 
Brown. 

The court heard that Cogo- 
laio suffered a "tniasient psy- 
chotic episode", while 
repeatedly stabbing Mr Gark. 


54. at his home. Pa.ssing sen- 
tence. the judge said; “"You 
killed your foend in a frenzied 
attack, wfole you were in a ps\'- 
choUc Slate which mav' hav’c 
been brought on bv a combina- 
tion of drugs, both prescribed 
and iilicii." 

Qssk Clark, the eccentric Je- 
u^er who was adored in the 
swinging Suaies by the Kkes of 
Mick and Bianca Jaeger. Yoke 
Ono. and JimJ Hendrix, was 
found Slabbed to death in his 
council flat in London on 7 
August last year. 

Widely regarded as a brilliam 


craftsman he became an icon of 
his age and his cIothe.s were de- 
scriKed as "sex incarnaie". 

He wim a place at Manches- 
ter School of .An. where he was 
classmate with David Hock- 
ney, look up fashion design 
and went on to the Royal 
College of .Art ir) 1961. 

Seven years later, he married 
textile designer Celia Binweil. 
The couple, who later divorced, 
bud two sons. 

Bui his golden era ended in 
1974 and bv- the early 19Stls he 
was bankrupt, reduced to sleep- 
ing on friends' sofas. 


•llli 




lao BmitwII . 

Bools is 'ben^' wW Ity the rel- 
atives ^eigfA womdi who died . 
from asbestos-fdated-. canon 
after being'exposed^llietQB- 
teiial at three NottiiiysJiam foe- 
lories wiiile masks 

in the Second War. . 

Solicitors actinjs.ipr :tte 
daimasts said 67.yKuaea fixro 
ibel, 200 <«irciiigvvoitforcepro- 

diidng gas ma^ mth ad>ttto6 . 

films between 1937 and 1945 
had died from the rare cancer 
mesothelioma, wfaicb is oi^ 


. eram of hue tissoe, Ridi^ 
Meeran, of Lemdoo rolidtois 
Xelgh; l^y & Co, said. 

' Itifesothetipma is iintreatabie 
and remits in a painfiil death as 
acancerbus tumour envelopes 
Uie .hmgs and. crushes , them 
untfl tbeyocdlapse. 

B(x^ denies ^ flability, s^ 
ing it was .one of seyerd comr 
- paoier zsqaiaed by tbe.waitzme; 
gpvexnment to assemble masks 
which were mode to its speafi-- 
cations. Risks assodaieo with 
raesotbeBoma bad not tbeo been 
identified -and the safety pre- 
cantionsadc^ted by Bools were 
dmtidered to set tbe iodustiy- 
• standard, .the compaity argued. 


lion fibres of asbestos in every standard, the compa 

DAILYPOEM^ 

Fk-eiti 

By Ellen Btyant Voigt 

Ifdatbts have wnteitd overmyoiv hpiqe. ^ 

itiey won't go out The resitbte m the aa>boem 

meeaisi^S'^huSt'a/tesofypar-j^P^r- 

andfaitffiediniitaiidtiUi^^hlixriuee. 

Safi m' velvet satny on 

Tte /a&wirf OT Ifofe d /oof ^ 

flBSses - mty Aanw fflO' ^ 

.; : , 

isfidodafrapaue,^ vat 

at leas the smaBikoenfus moon . 

tbtttSkptir^heyr^i^thena^frnwaiL 


.25 emUiott art»^.tbe 

Gitcic award and spablished in 

'this coonfiy W Norio*'. (£ 8 . 9 ^. • ’ 


The plaintiffs claim that the 
ctsnparty was pegUgenl because 
. the link between adresios and 

- asbescosis was knowu as early 
-as the 1931 Ariiestos Regula- 
tions. The cou^iany, tb^ claim, 
did notiiina to lirmt the expo- 

. tiire of workers to the fibres. 

Boras has long been aware 
that malty wooers were filing 
JO. In 19&, it invited survivors 
-vvho were, ax greatest risk to 
satniu’t throiselvBs for a health 
study by statists. The results le- 
thm the death rate from 
mesodielkwia was ISO times 
hi^er than in aconiiol group. 

T^ six cl aims lodged yes- 
' lerday will go whh two others 
to the High Court next week, 
v^ere a timetable is doc to be 
sec for a forthcoming trial. 

Oneof tbe claimants, Elaine 
Brooks, 44, watched her moth- 
er, Constance Thompson, die. 
She said: “She went from 14 
stobetofisione and became so 
. deliiious tiiai tiie did not know 
vdioanyraie was. She bad scars 
ail down her back from the op- 
erations on her lun^ and her 
hair ^ fell out She just could 
not breathe or do aitything.’* 
Mrs ITtOflipsoo, who wra-ked 
on the gos-na^ production 
lines for three years in her car- 
. ty twenties, died from mesothe- 
homa in 1967, aged 50. 
Mesothelioma often takes 15- 
50 years to develop but is usu- 
foial within two years. 

In a statement issued yester- 
day Boots said; Tbe Boots 
Ccnnpaity has gretf syn^thy for 
those affected by asbestos ... but 
we maintain that all reasonable 
.precautions were taken to pro- 
tea tbe workforce giveabolh the 

- level of knowledge avaHabte at 
tbe time and the wartime na- 
tional emergency.” 
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40pperniin ITppernrin 

ONE SECOND BILLIN6 


Cellphones 




FR E E P H 0 N E 0 8 0 0 000888 

CREniJ CARO VROlHIt-tO y)D)LlKE VVLCKDAVS SAM TO UPTI V•.'£EKE^JOS SSM TO GPfrl 


PLEASE HAVE TOUR CREDIT CARD AND THIS ADnRTIESMeMT MANBT f MMp 

WHEN TOO CALL (SCNtilV WB ARE UKANLC tO ACCEPT SWITCH CARDS! A - J bKH HiJ 

riAuiimuiu TDO naniSiiiiiifii nirmin -i-inr-n -r - 't • — :i i- fii.!7B(iiapN«BaiiABimriUHHBiAMUinatiacH«d.wK« 
cMWi«riaiflMAb|ewwnaMaWiHttrTraH’dUi-: C< n I '««M uns KfctgqcaHsaWMlHmDidate^canbadtaaaJipMM 

woBMiBNitHiciJl T' rETiln rifliAiTgi>iMahi'HWm«.H«HHa«»A*i**BPi j»A uc BiiuinqBfB. 

" BfcrtHMtorMAiiihl WHlWIEWM 


current account 


open an Alliance Account before 17 May 1997 and we'll 
add £30 to your balance. 

But that's not the onty feature that sets us apart from the resL 

• 24 hour telephone banking, 365 days a year 

• Credit interest of up to 3.0% gross p.a. 

M Low overdraft rates with no monthly fee or set up charge 

• Access to cash via around 350 branches, 20.000 
Post Offices and 9,000 LINK cash machines 

We will also help you switch your account To apply or for 
more information, just call us on the number below. 

£30 I S ALLIANCE 

ADDED TO YOURBAIAHCE SSMSS 

«eicn you open and taK!)roiir account B LtliwCJltK 

You mua apply iiERir» 17 May TW ordinary current account 


Call 0500 95 95 95 


Quatins r«f*r«nn NOIA 

4ppblUomanJO«r(4nlbHeMNKI*«<U>» WllacnquuulhiniMaAIrMmgun) CnartiniHnl 
S M a nanx uk. trm f » piM wi n*d« BJbnrn ol Li.a» v o»rr Hiereii ram 

»• varuo* Wenrmni age 18, Unamm wMiUliry ol tlOO pn mnUA All ntgrnwtm KMien al 

iiinao’ BiiA<Qio P'cH.Aflancf ii LMeetar CuUNnei SHwnCrniK NarDoiaugn Icnmn U'* SM. 


















PNG leader to quit 


over mercenaries 

Brigadier denies power bid, but condemns ‘corruption' 


Robert NSllilien 

Sydney 

Papua New Guinea faced a consti- 
tutional crisis last night after the head 
of the countT>‘'s armed forces called 
on Sir Julius Chan, the Prime Min- 
ister, to resign over his hiring of mer- 
cenaries from a British-based 
company to stamp out rebels on the' 
tropical island of Bougainville. Aus- 
tralian television reported that 
Brigadier General Jerrv Singirok. 
commander of the PNG defence 
force was himself then sacked, 
though this could not immediately 
be confiimed. 

Declaring that his unprecedented 
action was not a military coup, 
Bri^ier Gen Singinik accused Sir 
Julius's government of “corrupt 
practices** in hiring the mercenaries 
from Sandline International. 

“As armed forces commander, I 
believe the strategy of the giwem- 
ment is wrong, and I have b^ically 
told the Prime Misiister and the Min- 
ister for Defence dial what the>' have 
done is incorrecL We don't have a 
coup. I believe in a very strong de- 
mocratic countiy. that the country 
should be run for the people b>' the 
people. It's a matter of principle and 
ethics," be said. 

The am^ was holding more than 
40 Sandline mercenaries, most from 
South Africa, in custody la.si night. 


Brigadier Gen Sin^rok said he be- 
lieved their appointment had been 
a “quick lix solution", and that they 
would be “repatriated” from PNG 
as soon as po^ible. “I, as comman- 
der. am not going to play the game." 
he said. 

After a cabinet meeting lasting 
several hours. Sir Julius announced 
he would not resign, described the 
brigadier's command as a consticu- 
Uonal breach and said that, while 
Brigadier Goi Singiiok may disi^gree 
with the the government’s actions, 
be had to obey orders. 

The crisis follows the revelation 
last month that Sir Julius's govern- 
ment, which is facing a general elec- 
tion later this year, bad hired what 
be described as “foreign military ad- 
visers" to guide the PNG army’s op- 
erations on Bougainville, where 
rebels have been waging a seces- 
sionist war for eight years. 

The mercenaries, as they have 
been more widely described, come 
from Sandline International, a com- 
pany registered in the Bahamas 
with offices in London and Wash- 
ington. 

The arrival of mercenaries in 
PNG, the first such involvement of 
an outside private army in the South 
Pacific, has caused alarm in the re- 
gion. particularly in Australia, which 
ruled PNG until independence in 
1975. John Howard, the Australian 


Prime Minister, held talks with Sir 
Julius lasting four hours in Sydney 
a week m a bid to persuade him 
to end his gov'emments involvement 
with Sandline. Australia provides a 
substantial portion of PNG's budget 
in the form of direct aid. 

Mr Howard called on the PNG 
government yesterday to resolve 
the stand-ofT with its armed forces 
peacefully and constituticHiany. “This 
IS the son of destabilisation that we 
feared" he said 

Whfle Port Moresby, the PNG 
capitaL remained calm last night, 
it was unclear how far support 
for Brigadier Gen Singirok's 
ultimatum to Sir Julius extended 
among the police and the armed 
forces. 

The brigadier claimed that he had 
the backing of Bob Nenta, the PNG 
poh'ce commissioner, but Mr Nen- 
ta later dissociated himself from the 
move. 

Brigadier Gen Singirok was ap- 
pointed army commander about IS 
months ago. at a critical time in Pon 
Moresby's lengthy, unsuccessful 
campaign to bring the Bougainville 
rebels to heel. 

Sir Julius's deal with the merce- 
naries angered Brigadier Gen Sin- 
girok. who inte^reted the move as 
an attack on his integrity as anny 
commander and a vote of no 
confidence in his forces. 


K 

Bder statesman: Castro waves to the crowd gathered in Kingston on Sunday for Michael Manley's funeral Phott^raphJ Ricardo Rgueroa 

Twenty years on, Castro salutes a fellow Caribbean legend 


Kingston (Reotefsl — Hioasandsof 
people paid their Ecspeds to the IbF- 
mer Jamaican Prime Minister 
Mkbad Manl^ on Snndaj^ filling 
the main cathWral and spilling 
into the streets for die ftineralirf the 
legendary Caribbean leaden 
Manias flag-draped casket was 


earned on the sboolders of a mili- 
taiy honour gnard, preceded by 16 
officaatii^ cl ecgy m en and follow^ by 
d^nitaries, indnding Ibnner Venez- 
nelan President Carlos Andres 
Perez, Haitian Preadent Ben6 Preial 
and Caban President Fidel Castro. 

Castro's arrival was greeted by 


roars from the crowd (tf*Tidel, fl- 
dd" mid by a standing ovatioD from 
diose inside the cathedral. Ete was 
last in Jamaica in 1977 at tbe hei^t 
ftf rnhan-Jamaican ro-operaHon- 
Manlej; tbe son of the arrhHecf 
of Jamai^s pditical indqiendenoe 
Norman Mankg^ died of cancer at 


his home on 6 March. He was dab- 
bed “Joshua" in the 1970s becanse 
his tdlier never served as prime min-;, 
ister after independence, thos leav- ' 
ing it to his son to lead Jamaica into , 
the ‘promised land". 

Ikibntes were by Manley's suc- 
cessor; PJ Patterson. 


Premier Europe. 
Business has never been 
such a pleasure. 


Mexico fears creeping coup 
as soldiers take police jobs 



Phil Davison 

Mexico City 

Some call it “the mfiltarisation 
of Mexico." Others speak of “a 
creeping military coup". 

when 2.500 army troops 
took the place of police officers 
on Mexico City streets this 
month, it was only the latest 
move by President Ernesto 
Zedillo to put internal seciu}- 
ty in the bands of the mih'tary. 

Citii^ spiralling crime, dn^ 
traffickmg and corruption with- 
in the polioe, Mr Zedillo had al- 
ready appoint^ army officers 
to head 1^ dvfl jobs - the Mex- 
ico City police, the Federal 
Judicial Felice and the Anti- 
Narcotics Institute. 

When the general appointed 
last December to head tbe lat- 
ter was arrested last month for 
protecting a major drug cartel, 
questions were raised over Mr 
^dOIo's logic. 

Since the 1910-17 revolution, 
the Institutional Revolutionary 
FarQ^ (PRl) has maintained an 


unwritten pact under vriiich the 
militaiy r^ains viztuaJ autono- 
UQT in return for staying out of 
politics. Now. many Mexicans 
fear the military could be get- 
ting a taste for power. 

bringing in the military to 
replace the poUce sets a dan- 
gerous precedent," said politi- 
cal ana^ Getman Plas^da 
of tbe Iberoamerican Univetsi^ 
in Mexico Ci^. "It is part of 
moves by the Stole to defijse so- 
da] mobilisation around the 
countiy. Such active partietpa- 
tioQ the army gives its offi- 
cers ideas and power. It could 
lead to a coi^ d’etat.” 

‘miete is a risk that a strong 
militoiy presence in dvil affairs 
will 1^ to a greater use of 
force,” said Oemente '\^ild^ an 
expert on tbe Metican oonstitn- 
tiOQ. “That can erode dvfl liber- 
ties and lead to more violenoe." 

Vlfith the ct^itol's police £i»ce 
renowned for its corruption Mr 
Zediflo appointed General En- 
rique Sal^do to head the dty 
force last year. Tbe general 


kicked out scores of police offi- 
cers and btou^i in Iik enva men. 

Mr Zedillo then named Gen- 
eral Tito Vhlenda Ottiz to bead 
the federal Judidal Bolke.Thcn 
came the appointment in De- 
cember of C^eral Jose Gutier- 
rez ReboDo to bead the National 
Institute for the Combat of 
Drugs. -Last month, hoy^r. 
General Gutierrez was detained 
for alle^dfy being In cahoots witif 
drug baron Am^ Carrillo. , 

L^ month, Mr Zediflo sent 
soldiers to ze^ace Federal Ju- 
didai police in his home state 
of Baja California, apparently 
because tbe poh'ce force was' 
protecting drug sffipments 
across the border to the US. 

And this week, 2.500 soldiers 
fanned out across the crime-rid- 
den Iztopalapa district of the 
capitaL Ihe offidal version was 
that the 3.000 police officers 
were being sent on a militaiy- 
st^e training course to equip 
them to fight spiralling crime. 
Similar job swaps are planned 
throu^ the capital. 
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New wider seats. 



19 flights daily to Ireland. 


Prioritv Business 




£ 4,000 

CASH BONUS 

PLUS 2.5% DISCOUNT 
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Fine food and wine. 

Isn't ir a comfon to know that if you're travelling from Heathrow 
CO Ireland on business, there is a service available designed 
entirely around your needs. 

It's called Acr Lingus Premier Europe. 

The first thing you’ll notice are the wider seats, giving you 
much more personal space and privacy’. Our inflight service is also 
something you'll relish, offering beautifully prepared food and 
fine wines. Our highly trained staff are always on hand to provide 
you with a warm, friendly and professional service. 

And Premier Europe also gives the business traveller top 


Friendly, professional service. 


priority throughout the journey, 

.■\dd to chat the frequency of flights- 19 daily to Ireland, along 
with our money - saving TickerBook and you'll realise why 
Aer Lingus' Premier Europe sen'ice to Ireland makes perfect 
business sense. 

Aer Lingus ^ 

Premier Europe. 

Business in a class of its own. 


direct 




0 


For more deiails of our new Premier Europe service phone Aer Lmgus on (0181) 899 4747 or on Callink 0645 737 747 touisipe London) 

or contact youi lATA Travel Agent Internet: http //ww’.v.acrlinguS.ie 
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A^nla Ih €if$ls: Oppo^ori l^d^ says parties can restore order as police and gunmen exploit people trying to flee to Italy 


aiiarc 




.. work 
aieio 
teui 
v-"- 08 I 
' i.1 vdip 
cfear 


G^ima paly. 

Tirara ' , - - 

A ddegati^ of 
ii^Ea^ntsw^ diiemi mma yj^ . 
teray. to advise tbe 
beia^iiered Albanian. gov«o> 
on nrays of resto^^ 

' Ba it ^ difficult to see how. 
European dipioniats a^ 
y adwseT 5 »ona 36 -fabnr 
racc-i idaig znisaon, will 1 >e 
able ) be^. Jan Comte' de 
Marc ant et p'Aosembc^ 

\ Sr-Euxopeah Ihiibn cot 
Icagu s from the Netherlands 
Demi uk, Italy ^Greece, are 
(0 m et the .Sbdal^ Bdme' 
Mias er, 'Basbkim Finoy and 
perh« IS President SaliBeridia, 
duxu > their brief v W*- ’ . 

Tb EU team will have to 
work Hit how Albania’s finwat 
aieio x)iidiict(^)exatiohsootbe 
teu thousands of conqniri- 
08 now aimed with stblM 
wdiplnixy. However, itisnn- 
cfemMiose parQr contToisthe 
-' .t' force and its newfy 

' < vepudsed volunteers even in 


. enpes [in Hiiwa. -rAlbania, "Mr- 
. oie frt^.\i^teEii 


n^ca 

ice 


' Brindisi (Reeders) — 

I ttsdian coas^juards 
rescued more than 800 
Albanian refugee 
aboard a decrepit naiy 
ship designed to hold 
oniy 50 yesterd^ afler it 
took on water and 
threatened to CTk.. 

The operstion wasihe 
second rescue in . 

as mmiy as ' - 

Albanh^ flee their - 

homeimid In a ~ 

ramshadde armada.' ft' . 
took the number of -'*■ 
Albanians M^frawe. ' 
crossed the Adriatic to ' 
Ita^ to ^most 6,000, 
ItaRan ofiidale^Hd. • 

TTie rescued: 
passengers told offldals . 
(hey had saiied ftOB? tfie* ; 
southern Albarrian pdilof 
Vlora and been at sector 
at least 20 hours. 

1(1^, has It 
grant refugees only 
tervporary sanctuary.- 


Iluaiia, let akme else«4iere in 
tbe inarchic land. 

Ah Independent pbotogta- 
pbei who toede jnetures of the 
. vo^ieerpolicewasoxderedtp. 
band ov^hisfSmly a secret p6^ 
licei^ and was then bit sev^ 
era] 'times in tbe face iritfle 
takiiigthe&fan.oiiL 
Ihtos Nboo. the Sodafist Fsr- 
ly le^r jailed by Mr Bensha’s 
/egune on trumped-^ cocen^ 
dun diaiges, was to esqo^g his 
freedom the day afierbeii]||ibr>^ 
inaSypardaoedby thePiesideni 
that he pm two }»€ss confer- 


itaiy£(xce,li^hdDeedof.UN 
pe»:o%eq>ers.. The domesde 
political parties coidd act as 
. ^peacemaking and peace-kei^ 
ing missionaries”,- and* Mr 
Bexidiasboidd ‘‘-co-cperatevnot 
-interfere”. 

.' Me tfeno, who was freed last 
week when the 'capital col- 
lapsed intochaos and itsjads 
were emptied, stands a gix>d 
. chaDceofrefdadi^MrBerisha 
. if the.elecdonsi'dnein'M^are 
' free- of thefrand ihat'maited 
last ye^s' poll; .Tlien, .Mt 
Berio's Democratic- Party 
swept the pailianiCTUuy e!ec- 
- tkms and be was-dioly elected 
leader by'his MBs; he hto now 
jmmi^ to leagn if ibe-So- 
ciafists wintbe.-Qext round. Mr ' 
^^o’s great advantage is that, 
because of his stint in prison, be I 
is untainted 6y connection with 
die pyramid seizes that have 
swaUowed the life-savings of to 
mai^ Albanians. ' ' 

In the port aty of -pioTes, 
hundreds of Albanians yesta- 
flocked lib a' beach pier in 
the hope of a boat-ride out 
Masked gangsters bran- 
dished AK478 at a small atone 
pier on a beech south of Dur- 
res, where.hundredsof ABia- 
, niaos gafriered in the lu^ of 
catefa^ about but. Those who 
had haoded over atoimd S2S0 
for4 tidret queued at the wa- 
as the gunmen called 
' femS^frtotfard. 'Women wept 
■ auddifldiencriedBsthegnnp- 
sters fired round after roi^ m 
tiie^, stttne 00 ^ inches above 
the crowd Doz^ waited cm 
.-dm pia to be ferded by a small 
' boat to' a largn- one anchored 
in ^ harbour; hut inany more 
himg anmnd cm the beach, 
^ring vristfiilly ailbc aperatkXL 
^ Italyisalicadybousiiig 6/100 
-who imve aossed the Adriatic 
Sea in the past week. The Ital- 
on rnaxina wexe £^patcbed to 
keep Older bn tbe boat, as the 
800 refugees crammed (tiMard 
quaixdtled in their desperation 
to readifixci^ land. 

*Afier a week there won’t be 
anythiiffi left, bo food. That’s' 


away,” cried a policeman. 
'TiSm’s no shm naw." 

- But h qind^ beemne dear 
that diis FestoTB&on of oida-was 
pufety for show, police and 
gangers were o^adh^ in the 
lucxativeexerC3se,andastfaepo- 
fice wandered anoy the show re- 
sumed.' “^ere are enough 
people, so there is no more 
room. It’sfun," yel]»l one gang- 
ster, uadedhiing his caO with a 
burst of fire. The smeQ of cordite 
Inn^ over the beach, as the tidr- 
et-holdeis queued doggedly and 
the wannabes watched. 

As Mr Nano pointed out 
yesterdm, *The problem is that 
[peoplef are anned.” 
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Escape Irid: An Albanian soldier stopping a woman and child from approaching a boat on Agip beach near Durres yesterday Photograph: Reuters 
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Ibnuura Xbaxa.svd sadly. He 
did not have a ddeet . 

Tbe rate <g fire increased and 
the crowd, gathered around an 
boat nm aground beside the 




fbonedpc^cemeii, aimed whh 
TfalaghnAmwa, mairhed up the 
beach b^ind a.bhie van, rifles 
pissed. The gnngsteis rip^ off 
their masts and stowm their 
guns ffl the bea^d boat. The 
police arrived and dispers^ 
the crowd ^ firing in the air, 
cauring a ripple of pm^ ’’Go 





Sarah Heim 

Btussete 

In a (fi^lay of detenxnnatiQo to 
nv* f t th ftsm gi ecurrebcgdead- 
line, Eun^man Uakm onrace. 

ministers yesterd^ badsedn^ 

German and Aench econonuc- 

programmes, snyiitg fKith pot^ 

trieswouldbe in line forrbem- 
beeship by 19^. 

Undeterred by speculam 
about delay, ministexs said tzie 

programmes of arts {Hesented 

yesterday by Botm and Pans 
provided “all ^ necessary r^ 
assurance” tha( these wo k^ 
economies would meet die 
Maastridit rules. 

Germany’s fecord unOT- 
frfoyment of afauost 4.8 miOtoo. 

has spurred {uedictiaas 

BonnwaifaStobringitsbod- 

gci deficit under the 3 "per-ceiit 

ceOiits set by Maasfrkfflt • 

As he beaded for tlte Bnis- 
.teb meetii^ Tbeo V&igelt the 
Gennan ^nanoe hfiaifier, as- 
sured Germans that tbe Eoro 

would be as stable as toe mark. 

KccpmctothestrictectaiDni- 

ic aitcm too*® onpor^t 

than- meeting the EMU dead- 
line;, be told 


mocrals, vriio said Gemmoy 

.would not meet the deadlmeb^ 

ffMiiM* its ^pesdn:^ was "out of 
.. control”, . produced frirther 
apecularioiL . . 

6]^ the fixiance ministers in 

Brussels w«e ioideteried by ev- 
idence of continuing volaoUty. 

'the plans for fruther de^ 
cuts in Genn^y^Hc 
would enaUe Bonn to arfltieve 
jia target .of' a'2.97per-oent 
tfae-miiiistefs insisted. 
The .news of Gennany's 
^wjM »i ng debt fefled to dent foe- 
. tha^ ^rtflnee Kfin- 

jst^ Mr Wslgel presented a 
dAtfignre yesterday Of 61.5 per 
ceaiKgioss domestic {oodi^ 

vrindiis above tiiefi&per-cttt 
. level totout in the Maastridit 
' ... 

The other cDuntne&accc^t- 
'ed TVbi^lV:eap]ii^tion 

Tha t 6 miDauw[a growing debt: 
could be ejpBuhed .by 
CBQuiDstances”; Biding ^ 
cost of xeonificatiohmd a hi^ 
w >htTfln riadp to the EU btwfeet- 
TUs readme^ to sbQvffev-. 
ibflity ou .the Geimad debt 

question proridedk’fo^dKT in-: 

(tiqaticKi ^ the membersEa^ 
.are pcwaiiog. to. fudge jbeh 
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25,000 miles flat out at 140m 
You’ll never need to do it. 

But it’s nice to know you can. 
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Ir YOU’RE CCNTEMPUATiNG.TEST-DRIVlNG -A SAAB. ' 
90C, "hink about the orie it's already had;.We drove one 
aro'und Aiabarria’s Talladega circuit for 8 days: arid nights, .• 
r, on-stop, fiat cut Uhat's 25.000 ,miic-s,- (40mph). ' 

In - -the Drocc-ss .'-ve broke .fc>''^y ' International long- , 
distance '’sec'^ds. The QH'inQ. despite our best- ttforcs, . 
rernained undnrnaged. 


beyond the 
conventional 


- Clearly, it's -nicev'to ' know.' th'at " the ' Saab'~-900 pos‘seS5es.;,'^^j 

such pov/er and: endurance: ' ■'A.-P'-':.- ..... 

Better sttll, tcV nice'co know, it.'s not heycnd yc'ur'jnsabi.'i.-.'-cjrl 
• '... •■'dpi 

On t.be j-o'ad.'a Saab 900 wil) cost you from ZIo.'SOO',' whilst c • ’ 

• contract bi.'-e- for' business users iS-froni •£.•199" a month. ‘ 

':-:Tc arrange atesi drive-,- phone :0800 626 '556. And on-the. -.'J 

■■ day, remember. to, observe the dpeed linVit.' ■ . 5 . ^ 


£19.9 PER. MO NTH .tpt^lNlTlAL DEPOSIT. CONTRACT HIRE 5GH 
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hungry in hermit kingdom 


T iiiwff n, China — At the 'luinen 
Gate Bridge border ctossii^ be- 
tween China and North Koreai 
30 food-relief effort 

for the world's last Suiiiust 
state beg^ each tnoming just 
as the sun's rays emerge from 
behind a hill engraved with an 
unintentionally appropriate 
North Korean revolutiooaiy 
imperative: **Batde speedlty” . 

voting for the customs of- 
fice on the Oiinese side to 
men, a local couple in their thir- 
ties were trussing up heavy car- 
tons and bags to cany across the 

border. the other North 
Korean relatives of the Chine^ 
Koreans around here have writ- 
ten letters saying no one has 
anything to cat," esplained the 
man. So be and his wife were 
taifing provisions to hb aunt: 
‘‘Grain and other foodstufib ... 
all food." China now limits the 
amount of grain whidi relatives 
can taice across to “But 
that is not enough, so someUmes 
we must go through the ‘back 
door' to take more", said an- 
other Chin ese Korean woman. 

FoDowing disastrous flooding 

in 1995 and 1996. North Korea 
is in the grip of severe malnu- 
trition. and may be on the brink 
of widespread famine. Begg in g 
letters arrive regularly in this 
comerof north-east Qiina, the 
Yanbian Korean Autonomous 
Prefecture, where 40 per cent 
of the 2 nUilion population are 


Teresa Poole reports on a reversal of fortune which 
brin^ be^ng letters from North Korea to China 


ethnic Koreans, the result of 
population migration between 
the late- 19th centuiy and 1945. 

Many Yanbian Chinese Ko- 
reans here have relatives in 
North Korea; one local gov- 
ernment offic^ said he had re- 
ceived 15 letters from his cousin 
asking for help. These increas- 
ingly desperate missives provide 


6 North Korea 
is in the grip 
of severe 
malnutrition 9 


one of the few channels of reg- 
ular information out of the 
closed Communist state. While 
the border b shut to foreigners, 
Chinese can cross from \^biaa 
to North Korea with just a per- 
mit, laden vrith food for starv- 
ing relatives - or sometimes with 
a more cornmerdal approad] to 
diina's hungry nei^bour. 

In Tumen’s market, second- 
hand Qiioese ^thes ate on sale 
for locab to buy for relatives. 
And for anyone interested in 


North Korean souvenirs, the 
staUs offer traditional stone soup 
pots, metal aral^ pans, brass 
chopsticks and lai^ stuffed 
birra - the few No^ Korean 
products still manufactured. 
Some of the soup pots are well- 
used. *^£7 are selling their old 
pots, just to have enou^ to eaC, 
said a stallholder. 

One truck parked in front of 
the Tumen customs buMii^ had 
rumbled teck into China pped 
with bulging sadts. The driver 
was from China’s Heilongjiang 
province where the last harvest 
was so bountiful that “the peas- 
ants could uot seU everythin so 
they thought about selling to 
North Korea". He had tak^ a 
truckload of wheat fknir and 
bartered it for wtaritrinai Kore- 
an herbs. How did the North Ko- 
reans look? “I heard that people 
died of hunger ... everyone b 
very tfaiiL"Tte driver pcrinted out 
that be himself was radier&L 
Norfo Korea I seem fike I am an 
e39)loiler," he said. 

Ihere was a time when trucks 
passed frequently aloi^ the 
long, narrow brid^ across the 
Tumen river, one of seven bor- 
der crossings from Yanbian. 
But the economic woes of the 
“faermit kingdom” have resnh- 


ed in a spectacular* collapse in. 
the value of trade between 
Yanbian and North Korea, from 
a peak of S30Dm (£190in) in 
1993 to just $17m lastyear^said 
Huang Denan, director of Bor- 
der Trade Management at the 
Yanbian Foreign Trade and 
Economic Co-operation Bu- 
reau. *T4oitb Korea has almost 


4 Children 
suffer from 
ni^ blindness 
andricketB? 


nothing to provide ... Most 
border trade is b^er trade, so 
if one side has «nthmg to sup- 
pty. he shrugged. North Ko- 
rean state enterfubes coirent^ 
owe ^xmt $10m in bad debts to 
Yanbian trading companies. 

Noith Korea can just about 
stilL supp^ some wood, fer- 
tiliser, senq) metal Qncliiding old 
railwt^ traoQ and seafood.- But 
even the amount of seafriod has 
dedised, with only dried squid 
and “mingtai" fish still pienti- 
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fuL *The North Kocean fitoer- 
men don’t have the gasoline to 
run the boats. Also thmr boato 

axe quite (dd and [so u] tbOT 
eqmpment," said bw Huang. 

Nortit &)r8a’5 finandal col- 
bpse b^an- in 1991 with. toe 
bi^-iip of its former e^ 
D OuMcpatrcm, the Soviet Umon. 
Hie floods of thepast twoyeaxs 
baive wmed out modi oftiie har- 
vest and left hundreds of toou- 




then, anmteriiatioiia] aidefibrt 
has done its best to stave off 
jpass starvation, biu rnteama- 
tional ^nqiatiiy has proved lim- 
ited, not least becanto no one 
can be sure the food aid is not 
divertedtotfaeaiHQr. 

Not can ai^ow know for cer- 
tain the serioutoess of the sit- 
nadon. Arthur Holcomb^ the 
zeadent representative trf.tiie 
Unit^ Nations Devekipment 
Ptogtamnie m Felaiig 

bedieves there iswidespr^ 
malnutriti on in Noito .Kotea, 
with people rationed to just TOO 
caloaes a Childten ^suf- 
fering from night .blindnttS, 
Kuryy and rickets: ^ for, s^ 
the UNDB people are noc^- 
mg in great number^ bnt Iw 
Holcontoe warns that between 
June and September thisyeaif 
‘‘there .will essential^ be tie 
cereal grain crop avdlabl^ 

. and forecasts “a period of par- 
ticular hardship”. 

..Peering into Norto Koite 
fipom Thmen offers few dues. 
Along the xivOT, Chinese entre^ 
haveset up teliatoopes. 


'MB 
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to visiting South Eotdans vtoo 
journey hm to get a ^uqise of. 
a fiebiddeu lanm.On-.toe.Qtber 
side of the riviaf ^ dtu stetbe 
' Norto Korean town of Naiqfk^ 
hs rajklwzy>statioa.dedcedwim 
two giaslt.^rtraits of the late 
Kim . nMS&g and festooned , 
wito th&st^an. ‘long live OOT 
.G&^adfpe&fOT^.lhemwapait- 
have plasfe and 
b^^dkin mawiy. windows, and 
a^tj^om sbmeFdiiidienpl^ 
mg aie few peof^ on ^ 
street^-. 

■ For.'Oiinese over a owtain 
itiB Oke lorAingback in time. . 
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rn yn^ierf al^ came fromNoTth 
]&rea,T timbered 

Rivor derep: Three Chtn^ crossing the bridge to Nanyeng with supplies for North 
people feel lud^. Itoreaitoeulferingfiromtte effects of economic collapse PhotogBph: Teresa Poole 


Sing^qiare’s hard Isr^ stakes all 
man nuts his on summit deal 


foot m it again 






Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 

"Sony” is the hardest word to 
say to Lee Kuan Yew, Singa- 
pore's elder statesman. But 
even saring it may not prove to 
be gim cient to placate somc 
very angry and ix^ential peo- 
ple in oeigUioiiriDg Mal^sia. . 

They ate up in arms over his 
comments on the bonier, state 
of Johore and deiaanding re- 
taiiation ty Che MaJq'san g(^ 
eminent vtoich will discoss its 
^and at a' cabinet meeting 
tomorrow. 

Mr Lee is fomous to tellk^ 
otto oountries how to tun their 
affair^ while being equally 
gHamant tiiat fae Will DOt toler- 
ate forcigD mterfeieiice ID So- 
gapore. He sees no 
oontradictkm m tint poatioQ but 
may have finally gone too for. 

The btda row OTploded when 
lawyerstoanoOTK^tionpditi- 

rian, 7 iwng Hnn a ^ weleaaed 

an affldavft made IwMr Lee, 
who was suittg Inm; w libeL. 

&L toe affidavit, Mr Lee ex- 
pressed surpito tiiat Mr 
was gi^Hng mfoge in Johore 
whidi he described as bong 
"notorioiis for shootings, mug- 
gmgs and car-jaAin^”.-Y68- 
terd^ Mr Lee asi tim not onfy 


did he unreservedly ^xilogjse 
but woi^ seek to have the ofr 
todzqg remarks deleted from 
tbe court leCOTd. 

Thisdescriptionofand^- 
boiixto state was bad eno^i 
in. hs^- but added to a gcow- 

tn g -filing that Siii g^iPw eansTn 

general, and Mr Lea m paitio- 
uto, were doing Mtoysia 
down. Last year Mr Lee caused 


his feDow countrymen would 
have to puD op todrsorto or 
they xm^t be toced bade into 
a federation with lifol^afo 
aunioD ended onhis insMtence 
in 1965. 

Also smmering is a feeling 
that Smga{)oie dfocrimuiates 
tmamstitsminoii^MalqrMus- 
ImijiQ^iolasto in fovoni of the 
mqonty Chinese ■popitiatioh. 

Malaysa, wfa^ si^fdies Sn- 
^apore wito its water^ most of 

food and a sigmfirat pro- 
pOTtion of hs lab^ force, js in 
a strm^ podttotoxetatoe if 
it feefo that Su^apore is step- 
ping out of line. ; 

The Akiv ibuftr ZZmes, dm 
country's leading - Bewqimec, 
has called to a withdia^ cf 
aH contactsv^ Mr Lee and his 
son Lee Bbim Lbong, who 
serves ..as . & .'deputy', prime 
mmisto. ' ' 


Patridc CockMim ■ 

Jgusatem 

A mnwwfr becweeaBenajamin 
NetaityahUy 'toe bta^ fthne 
.Mniister,aiid%stoAiafoLlhe. 
PaiestiDjan leadeTi was said by 
a sento Isiaeli aCGdal to be im- 
mmeat last n^t as Israeli oon- 
stnictioD workers prqiaTf^ to 
start bufiding an esdusivety 
JevrishsdflemeatatHarHoma 
inJerosaleia. . . . 

If iast-minute. fa»nrs tate 

dOT which l^^^^fingFales- 
tmiah demands would be met . 
in return for Mr Arafot muting 
hfo prbtots over Har Hcima. 
These demands the 

opeming of mi airport and the 
construction of apoTt at Gaza, 
safe bassaaebdw^ Gazaand 




said yesterd^ tiiat ms most re- 
cent periSiz^ toovred toat *Paks- 
finians oo the Street are not 
-thrilled by the idea of a ctm- 
frontation.Itcomestooquuh- 
.ty after tile last one.” 

Dr .Shflcald said toe US had 

WMrie a Tag rnfatafa* tn Ta rnTjg y 

attheendoCtheHebibiLn^O- 
talions by leaving flir ee c riti cal 
isaies c^ien: Jerusal^ Isradi 
totiemems andthe rize df brack 
xeitoAdymeat from -the .W(^ 
Banlc'He said the US aegot^ 
.tab left the area *1631111^ behmd 
these time bombs; above ail the 
freedom to Iscad to dedde mn- 
lafeialty how for its ttoc^iwiil 
witiidzaw OQ the Bftak.” 






Bank and oa 'toe border 
between ihe Bulk and 
Israel . 

Khain siiiifairi^ a.leadz&g 
Bsleatifrian .pdftical' yinttiff. 


0300 444 445 
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DMUsbome 

New York 

UaJer pressure from Wbsh- 
“gUm tfr show his oedentials 

as a refonner. the new Secre- 

^ Geserai of the tW, Ebfi 
Annaa,;estefds^ linvdi^ alO- 

point plan tostfeamline'tixeoi^ 

^«»aiion ly cuttiog jcjbs and 
phasing out depaitmests. 
Most Dotabfc Mr Annan has 
the einnfnation of an 

additional 14)00 p(^ from the 


s reform zeal by cutting UN flab 





Unit ^ Nations bnieauctacy 


wo^^of 9,00a Hehasset 

aJtS>98^ bu^t, meamriiile, 
ihat^beSl&i (£76m) low- 
er man die previous one. 


“ ever-expanding bnd^'Mr 
Annan is fropfog to quail -caip. 
^ firom Ca^tol HiU ifaai the 

UN soaks up too much mon^. 

fa a vdied ^jpeaJ to the Unt 
■ed States to refund by 'paring 


its $13bn in UN debts, he said: 
‘*\Vh win ddiver [m reficam] and 
Ihope thtfdi^wSl ddhtirdteir 
part of the baig^'’. 

Other steps include merging 
dn^d^arbnents dea^ mdi 
Vecononue and sodal issues at 
UN headquarters into one and 
a 'commiODent to reva^ the 
secretarat’snni^-criticbed in- 
faanadoa department. 

The Secretaiy General is 
also'askmgfbr die oonsolidation 
of an UN agendes in beneficsuy 


countries with the establish- 
ment of angle UN premises and 
the af^xnatment of one UN 
special representative pCT coun- 
try. The European Union has 
hard for such a change. 

The 10 points repre^ni the 
most obvious and easiest eJe- 
ments of reform. But Mr Kofi's 
proposal for .broader changes, 
will haw to be appro^ 
by the UN membe^iip, are stDI 
to come. Th^ are certain to be 
more prefoiemadc. 


Mr Annan hus promised to 
address these issues in a com- 
prehensive package of propos- 
als in July. They include 
^anding the Security Coun- 
cil inembership. consolidating 
some of the myriad UN agen- 
das around the world and re- 
jigging the formula for national 
contributions to the budgeu 
Yesterday's first steps were 
welcomed Sir John Westou. 
the British ambassador. "It 
siiows he has the reform bit 


between his teeth and we shall 
cenainK be supporting them.'’ 
he said. 

Sir John also directed some 

commcnis at members of Con- 
gress who insist un setting sian* 
dattls. or so-called benchmarks, 
for reform before considering 
the pavineni of dues. *1 hope 
these proposals get support 
fiwn aO quartets.*' fie said, “and 
that we can all approsv them td- 
siead of constantly making de- 
tnands for more bencbmarics". 


Ifeltsin welcomes 
whizzkid into fold 
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Reformer wins 
Cabinet spot, 
but grumbles 
ahead of 
summit with 
Clinton 

PM ffaeros 

Moscow 

Boris Yehsin yotenh^ fiwd rq> 
to bs vow to mtioduce fresh re- 
fbnnfrt biood into h& goveih- 
ment by ai^mting one of 
Rnsria's most infiDenrial aryH 
youthfill ragkmal governois to 
highoffice. 

The elevatkm ctf-ST-year-cM 
Boris Nemtsov is eridoice that 
tiie revitalised Pr^dem is em-. 
baricing onhis dds^red second 
term wfih the qserentlygeiBiine 
intentioii of acedoafing Rosia’S 
pstofay economic r e foiins. • 
Althou^ the move vrill be 
welcomed in the West 
will have bera muffiec^ester- 
day as Mr Yetein also gave a 
prolo^iBdl teleyirioD int^ew 
ahead of Thunsd^ .Heisfald 
sumnut witii BiU'iQintmt-in 
which (he. two presideafi^'wiS 
seek to resoJve liiefr nlasy^dif- ^ 
ferences over Natb eipatnsioa. 

fa it, Mr Yeitsm gra^led 
about 'Wh^ungtoif's treatment 
of Moscow on several frcoils, 
suggestigg-it h^faB^ jto.ari>. 
vance its memfaieisUpfo ' 

oatitmalotgawsarionsaodY^ 
stow " 

don't waotaretupato^.Ccild / 
I .ricn Vunmf fr arid ouiipecv 
pic dOat want it;" sato Mr ' 
Veltsm, *‘But for that there 
must be equal oonditkios mihe 
woridord^." • 

Mr NeoicxivIsnewjobwiO be 
that of First Dejpu^ Prime 
Minister, a post vwch appeam 
to be on level footing with his 
fellow economic refpimer Ana- 
tofy Chubais as mnriber two in 
the R^dangD venim wt under 
Viktor Chernomyrdin, the 
Frime \finistcr. Iffi-aitooint- 
reentcomes afrtf days of 
ularion about Mr Yelt^'s 
cabinet reriioffle, whid) ip~ 
pears to be proring e xtr e m e l y 
triciqr. Kiseh^, a top 

TV commentator mtb dose 
Unis to the Kren^n, has do- 
serfoed h as "the (Oldest cab- 
inet negotiation ... anep the. 
collapse of the Soviet Union." 

lae aiTival in goyenmient of 
MrNemtsov-seeabymanyas - 
the whiz^id of free maricet 



El Salvador left-witigers 
savour a capital victory 

El Salvador's lefiUis have won at the ballot-box whal they 
could not in 12 wan; of civil wan control of the eapttai 
and dozens of seats in Congress. A coalition led ^ the 
I^bundo Marti National Liberation From pushed 
Hwtor Silva to viciorj’ in the mayor's race in San 
Salvador. Incomplete returns indicated ihe Front was 
even with the government party, the right-wing Nationalist 
Republican ^Mliance (Arena) in Sunday's congressional 
and city elections. Projections indicated Arena would end 
up with about 32 seats in the Sd-member National 
Assembly to 29 for the Front. .Arena now has 41 seals won 
in 1994 and the Front has 14. AP - San Salvador 

Brussels firebomb kills four . 

A firebomb attack on a Brus.sels bar lulled four people 
sleeping In an upstairs apartment. Fh.’e suspects were 
detain^. The rieiims' bodies were reetwered from the 
ruins of the five-storey building, which partly collapsed. 
The bar. in Molenhecfc, a ttx»rfing-cla.ssi area.was popular 
with North African immigrants ' AP - Brussels 

Hostage crisis in third month 

Latin America's longest hostage crisis ended its third 
month with 72 hiDsiages still trapped inside the Japanese 
ambassador's home and no new utiks scheduled to end the 
stand-off. Relatives of the captives asked Lima resident 
to join them in a show of solidarity for the hostages 
yesterday. ' AP - Lima 

Oklahoma trial delay denied 

A judge refused to delay ihc Oklahoma City* bombing trial 
of Tunothy McVeigh, ordering jury seiection to begin on 
31 March. District Judge Richard Mai.sch denied a 
request from Mr McVeigh's lawyers to dismiss the charges 
or move the trial, which were bused on several recent 
media reports that said McVeigh had confessed to the 
bombing. AP - Denver 

Paris mosque targeted 

A crude bomb exploded at a Paris masque., damaging the 
entrance and slightly injuring the caretaker of the 
building. No one immediately claimed responsibility for 
the blast, which also shuttered windows along the rite de 
Tanger in a district of norlh-easiem Paris which has many 
immigrant residents. Reuters - Paris 

Cloning could save pandas 

Two Chinese genetici.su said new cloning techniques 
could provide u means of helping to save (he endangered 
giant panda. 11 is esiimuicd there are only 1.000 giant 
pandas left in the wild, in the bamboo foresu of soulh- 
westem China. China has panda-breeding programmes in 
a number of zoos, but the success rate has been poor. 

Reuters - Shan^iai 


Cash dispensers 


IWo conraen posing as masters of an twcieni Chinese 
mystic belief caliccfqrgo/rg told a crowd in Shenzhen to 
show Lhcir faith by putting (heir money on the ground in 
front of them. *1116 men then told the crowd iha1 if ihe\' 
did not turn around and take 20 steps uwu\ they would be 
ImmobilLscd by energy nidiailng frcim them. They then 
grabbed the mone\’ and ran awuy. Reuters - Hong Kong 


Comedsaefc: Presacfeiit Gfinton arriving back at the White 
Ibiea, cfiiead of his Thursday surnmlt vrith Boris Yeltsin 


tefoans-^may alto herald a ocxi- 
'frontatioh with Mr Cher- 
imoayr^afriaQer^iDdust^ 
exeeotive stote power base is 
footed in the epeigy aeo- 

tor.- Kfr Nemtsevs brief covers 
social welfr^ but it also jn- 
dodes bveriuotiiDg govenunent 
monopolies, indadmg gas and 
dectnextyi. 1^. CfaubaiSi, meaxir 
vriiile, win ahb be-X^unce 
i^er. 

• Mr Nemtsov has beo! t^ped 
as material for iu^txSoe -pos* 
sfoly eventually me jaeadeocy 
T to several years. -After be- 
coming govenior in Nidu^ 
Novgorod in 1991, be has 
steao^ risen . to national 
stature; when he vitited Londem 
reoait^. Cabinet nmisteiswere 
wilting to me^lmn. Under the 


Soviet Unioo, Nidny Nbv- 
nnod was a dosed caDed 
Corky, where the disadent An- 
dz^ Sakharov^Test years in ex- 
De. Mr Nemtsov is credited 
with severing it from its Cbm- 
mnnist iegaty. 

Altiioi^ he has strong de- 
mocratic credentials, be - like 
Mr Chubais - has proved him- 
self capable of an iron prag- 
matism when the need arisea 
Several years ago, he fell out 
with Nizhny No^orod’s mayor, 
another rmormer. Local elec- 
tions, whidi the su^or was cer- 
tain to win, were abruptly 
cancelled. Shortly after the 
lOOTor was fir^ by Boris 
Yehtin. Mr Nemtsov's position 
close to the pinnade of power 
wzU do nochzng to aasua^ the 


House after surgery on his 
Photograph: Ruth Fremson/AP 

j^oftbeOoimmmistsandnar 
tionalisis in parliament, Mio are 
fuming over the rise of their 
bite-noir, Mr Chubais, whose 
hated to his role in Russia's 
privattotioo. 

Several other more powerful 
noses may also be out of joint; 
Mr Ndntsov’s fiist siggemon in 
office was that ^jvemment of- 
ficials should be banned from 
using imported cars, deriving 
them of their beloved Rolh 
Royces and Mercedes. 

Nor is the neo-nationalist 
Vladimir Zhiiinovsky likely to 
be r^kang; in one celebrated 
xnddCTt, he ftirew a glass of or- 
ange juice in Mr Nemtso/s 
face during a TV debate, only 
to have the complimeot briskly 
rdumed. 


» Rebeb aim for Zaire^^ 

' city as coup fears sweep capital 



Ed IKLoughbi 

Goma 


7»it*»n rebels m Goma; their 
p ow sfonaJ capital, armooiwed 
yesterday that their next objec- 
tive be Ltdrambadii, cap- 
ital of ' the copper tidi Steiba 
pcovi^ But with the caphd 

Kidsfaasa awash whb nxmenss of 

imntiuent coups, the rest of 

Zaire ttould fan into their hands 
belbse th^ even move to take it. 

two after rebels «p- 
' tmd iGsaagani, . Zaire's third 
hugest diy, the counoy's ne- 
in g President Mobutu Sese 



ill in a X^eodt hosii^lai- Mean- 
while the power is draining 

fr^ his z^foe fa Kinshasa, 
Hp ^ntr reJtelsswfom westward 
from the Rwandan, border. 

• gkKhtMa .sis^ be the brains 
of Mobutu’s Zai^ but by 







7WimM^rao|ifi^iin^^ w oan ons to rebels at Kisangani Photograph; Reuters 


F; 'yCfear mi 
Odfewir/iMcte 


Pow e rful, p&tetratb}gre{^ from 
musa^aehe^ pans and badadte 


Aim ^ &jhtets from the An- 
golan Unite zebd znovemeoL 
- The was the base to the 


bflia's JUliance'of DctnooBiic 
ibrees for the -Hberatioa of 

Cbnga/2^ seemed to have 


I ;■ •J ’ < VI 


- mafafy Serb and Qoat - nie> 
eetBriestfoom Freadeot Mobu- 
tu ordered to cm^ Mr KabSa's 


imiHW 


Zaire and its allies daim 
'that the r^el^ success is due to 

direct szpport from the gov- 
ernments. Rwai^ Uganda 
and Burundi, etfanicaUy lioked 
In many of die rdieb wA po- 
tlticaDy at odds with MirMobu- 


difficult cbaOei^ was probaNy 
logifocal ~ maintaining supply 
Imes akmg the broken roads and 
tangled r^orests (hat separate 
tbdr base at Goma from Kisan- 
gani, over 300 miles to the 
west. Id doing so, the rebels 
pa 


r 







■ ihe tebtis^a horepieH^rn TOh(«e.bsfieogtSEincaIpositkm with fttfefi^-tiie rebels seem 

„„.em die d«nor. 

offias fresh Mportumttes to alised Zairean and Rwmdan 
mofoaeiiiBtSmohti-“*K^ HutntioqpstoJootandflee. 
Si^&thesimihorKiii. Accord&g to onemilitary 




New Traxam* Pain Relief Gel contains the powerful 
anti-inftammatory analgesic, felbinac. Widely prescribed by doctors to 
treat muscular aches, sprains, and backache. 

NOW AVAILABLE WITHOUT PRESCRIPnON 




fcaL Resid^its in Kisai^ant say 
that the ci^, beadquaiteis for 
army c^ieraiums in toe war zone, 
fell to rebels after Zairean 
soldiers looted what th^ could 
and fled. 
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Joseph Fuchs 


The American violinisi Joseph 
Fuchs enjoyed a performing 
career that spanned almost 7U 
years - a phenomenon in the 
hisloiy of the insirument His fi- 
nal Carnegie Hall recital u-as in 
and he last played in a eon- 
een at the Juilliard School of 
Music in New York in IW?. His 
style of playing ^^'as described by 
i^')ris Schwarz as '%ngorous and 
large-sealed, with a masterful 
technique and a rich, warm 
terne''. He was also u fine teacher 
and had been a professor at the 
Juilliard since 194b. 

Fuchs was horn in New '^ork 
City into an immigrant Polish- 
Jewlsh family who KweJ music, 
and his father, a frustrated vi- 


olinist. quickly noticed his son's 
budding talent. At the age of 
three he would repeat the 
melodies he heard in the ^a- 
gqgue and if anyone sang oiit of 
tune he would aiv-er his ears. 
His introduction to the violin 
came about by sheer aeddeat. 
Ai the age of three and a half, 
he fell off the kitchen tabic and 
received a compound fracture 
of the left elbow. His arm was 
in a plaster cast for three 
months, after which the doctor 
suggested he should have 
violin lessons as tberajn'. 

His progress was .so rapid 
that, after some initial instruc- 
tion From his father, he had 
lessons with Mark Fonaroff. 


who was so impressed he look 
the boy straight to the School 
of Musical Art (now the Juil- 
liard). Though only six years old 
he was accepted imo the violin 
cla.ss and at 1 1 became a student 
of the great Franz Kneisel. 
Fuchs graduated in 1918 with 
s<.)me $2,500 in prizes. 

In 1926 he became leader of 
ih-.‘ Oevciand Orchestra, a po- 
sition he held until 1940 when he 
resigned in order to punue a solo 
career. £7uring his time with the 
Gcveland he was out of action 
for the best part of a year due to 
a problem caused by the child- 
hood injury to his left arm. The 
surgeon told him that e.Ttrane- 
itus bone pressure on the ulnar 


nerve had caused the muscle be- 
tween the third and fourth fin- 
ger of the left hand to atrophy, 
and if be kept playing he would 
develop a claw hand. So he 
agreed to an operation where- 
by some nerve tissue was trans- 
l^anted from the back of the aim 
lo the front. Everyone doubted 
that the operation would be a 
success, but he was prepared to 
lake the risk and within a yev 
he was not only playing si^n 
but had resigned from the lead- 
ership of the or^estra in order 
to follow a solo career. 

From 1941 to 1943 be led the 
Primrose String Quartet, with 
Josef Gingold as second violin, 
the Scot William Primrose on 


viola and Harv^ Shapiro on cel- 
lo. He made a successful 
Carn^e dSxU in 1943 and 
rim ing the Second Wbrld War 
was a tireless performer in mil- 
itary hospitals. At this time be 
was also co-founder of the Mu- 
sicians' Guild, a chamber mu- 
sic ensemble which be direaed 
until 1956. From this point on- 
wards he became constantly in 
demand as a soloist and toured 
extensively in Europe, appear- 
ing at the IVades Fsstival under 
Pablo Casals in 1953 and 1954 
and in South America, the So- 
viet Uoion and JapaiL In the 
United States he appeared as a 
soloist with every mmor Amer- 
ican orchestra. He also played 


LaVern Baker 


■‘LaVern's delivery cnuld rival 
anyone's." says ihc record priv 
ducer Jeny Wc-dcr of the singer 
La Venn Baker in his autobiog- 
raphy. Riivfhin and die Bhics. **1 
loved her because she stood 
smack dab in (he middle of (he 
great tradition of Ma Rainey 
and Bessie Smith." 

She was bom Delores 
Williams in 1929. in Chicago. 
Her aunt. Marilyn Baker, 
awrded Ibr the RCA record la- 
bel and she wanted to he like 
her. .Ai the age of 1 1. she made 
her first reciird. "W'hcn I’m in 
a Crying Mood", with the band- 
leader Fletcher Henderson. 
During her teens, she recorded 
for Okeh Records and she wa.s 
nicknamed "Little Miss Share- 
cropper" during her three-year 
residency ui the Flame Show- 
bar in Detroit. Her pa.s.sioDate 
delivery inspired another 
resident there. Johnnie Ray. 

Atlantic Records was build- 
ing a powerful rosier of black 
R & B artists including Big Joe 
Turner. Ray Charles and the 
Drifters, and Baker signed with 
the label in 1953. Her single 
'Soul On Fire", released that 
year, was the first record lo be 
produced by Jerry Wcxler. 

In 1955 she recorded a light- 
hearted novelty. "Twecdlc 
Dcc‘. which was an enomioiLs 
R & B hit. It was copied note 
for note bv a white performer. 
Georgia (jibbs. who took the 
song to No 2 in the US charts. 
M the lime, the covering of 
black songs by white perform- 


EkTore mi3iving mice dominat- 
ed the ivxirld of cartoon Films - 
.Mickej'. Minnie and even 
Mighty, to name but three - 
there came the cals. 

First off (he drawing board 
Aus Kill, a newspaper strip 
cartoon by a genius called 
George Hcrriman. wiK'we feline 
tilled the bottom layer of his 
comic strip called TJic Ftunih' 
L'psitiiiy. hack in 1910. Krazy's 
rise to popularity wxs later 
echoed when he became the 
lirst feline to star at William 
Randolph Hcarsi's animated 
cartoon film studio in 1916. Next 
came Felix the Cal. created by 
Otto Mc&smer in 1919, whose 
signature song. "Felix Kept On 
Walking", .seilbe world singing 
even in those days of the silent 
cinema. Even 'Walt Disney 
starred a eat called Julius in his 
1924 scries.4ffa’ in Canooniand 
some years before he look to 
mice and alliteration. 

Krazy Kai had almost as many 
lives as Felix; from comic strip 
lo cartoon films 1 1915) to more 
cartoon films ( 193) lo talkie car- 
toons 1 1929) to cannon Films for 
lelcvisk.»n { 196U). HLs longest run 
w-as produced bv' Charles Minlz 
Studio and loilillcd no fewer 
than 193 one-reelers over 16 
years. Ic* the Mintz Studio in 
New York City in 1927 cyme the 
voung cartoonist Harry Low. so 
young he could not legally sign 
ills coniraei. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 


WVl'OH:Cm l.s M.in:h.ioC'.iinii tiwc 
Dv.ioM :iml .VniircA. a v>n. Jun.iih;in 
Piy\. a bruitKT (■'■f .M.iiiln:tt. Owen 
xnU D.jnicl. rL'in-.-mhctin'^ 

Aneh:iraii 


DEATHS 


LEEMING: Nisei. jireJ J7. probiuoi 
sohur. Pwticvtully and with di'rniiy, 
at home in leoul. .ilier a 'lwo- 
vuai 'Urus'Jc .lUinM canevr. Son uf 
Jack and" ni LKumins. hmitwr lo 
Chiirkuit:. 


Vaaouncauenb rur nuvite BIKTHS. 
M VRiaVGES A DEATHS lUrths. 

lion<, MarTiqgv>, PmIKh. Mmorul 
'Kss. UcddiDg aanhcrsdricft. In 
Mmuriiimi .should be >vnl In wrilins i« 
Gwrtir Ediinr. The Indqieodcni. I 
Canada Sqiian, Cjnai) Wharl London 
L'N 5DI. (ciephnned fo lUT(.29j jOl 1 or 
filled to 0I7I.:4.1 2DIU, and arc chuiini 
al £<(.50.1 line iV.VT eilm. 


KOy.\L ENC.WEMENTS 

^ li'iU an imeaiiuii. .n HuLLoirlLun 

••Uni* "I '“rkiiKnJ. .< J.nniir v-vn 
^nii;l.iiUiDi‘L'iir.d'4iu «> 

ijnlvnuniiu.,. V.irV^u,. Tbr ItliKTx* RuvaU 
'-hiUsin FB.id.alUT..>. Talk 

! . ’! v-i-n W..o.iaV «Vmi. 

L . Av I l-nacm UvjBtrt il*; Hi. m. 

MVr.ww Mu«...nL IlM-iOli. Wra -..nljl.nt 
ami J. I’K i.h.'i.l .w-knul I.„ lU n'. 



ers was commonplace but Bak- 
er was furious and lobbied 
politiciaas to allow copyrights 
on song arrangements. * 

Her novelty hits like "Jim 
Dandy" ( 19561 and “Jim Dandy 
Got Married" ( 1957) obscured 
the fact that she was a great R 
&. B vocalist: her 195$ album. 
La I ’em Baker Sings Bessie 
Smith, was a confident blend of 
R & B and Jazz. She resented 
being called a rock'n'roll singer 
- and a novelty one at that - but 
she also appeared in the films. 
Rock/ Rock! Rock! 1 1957) and 
MrRock'n'RoU ( 1957) where her 
glamorous, sophisticated ap- 
pearance was light years away 
from the new kj& on the biociL 
On one package tour, she was 
so irritated by the 15-year-old 
Paul Anka's adolescent high 
spirius that she hud him tarred 
and feathered. 

In 1959, she had a Top Ten 
pop hit with the ballad “I 
Cried a Tear", but her most 
memorable performance was 
the gospel-shouting ■‘Saved" 
1 1960), written by Jeny Leiber 
and Mike StoUer- Who can for- 
get Us opening line, "I used to 
smoke, drink and dance the 
hoochie coo"? Certainly not 
Elvis I^eslev. who used the 
song in his comeback. 

Baker managed a total of 2U 
records in the US Ibp 100 in her 
career, one of the later ones be- 
ing a sophistiuitcd version of Ma 
Rainev's “See See Rider" in 
1963. She also recorded with Ben 
E. King TA Help Each Other 


Romance", I960) and Jackie 
Wtlson (“Tliink TWee", 1965). 

She entertained troops in 
Vietnam in the mid-Sixties, 
where she became ill. and then 
moved to the Philippines to re- 
cuperate, only returning to 
America for Atlantic's 40ib 
birthday celebrations in 1988. 
Foi/owuig this, she recorded 
new songs for the films Shag 
(1988) and Dick Tracy (1990). 
and appeared on Broadway in 
the revue Black and Blue. In 
1991, she was inducted into the 
Rock and Roll Hal) of Fume and 
she followed the honour with a 
CD. Lhv in Holfywood VI. 

Baker had diabetes and. al- 
though she lost both her legs 
through the illness, she kept on 


performinE. She cut "Jump into 
the Fire" for the tribute album 


the Fire" for the tribute album 
to Harry Nilsson, For the Loiv 
of Many (1995), and in De- 
cember 19% took part in a con- 
cert with Ben E. King, Little Eva 
and the Miracles to help with 
her medical expenses. 

Sequel Records have em- 
barked on an extensive reissue 
of her Atlantic catalogue, with 
many of the tracks appearing in 
the UK for the first time. Two 
albums have been released to 
date and the remaining five 
should appear within the next 
few weeks. 


Spencer Leigh 



Delon'S HWiams (Latim 0ak> 
er), smger bom Chicago, Illinois 
I I Novtrnher 1929; married; Bahen *l used to smoke, drink and dance the hoocMe coo’ 
died New ibrk 10 March 1997. PhcnpgraphrChucK Stewart /Redfems 


Harry Love 


Lov e was bom in Brooklyn in 
1911 of a poor working-class 
femtiy. hiis natural talent for 
drawing .soon showed itselL and 
when be was 14 he won the first 
of several gold dollar prizes 
presented by local department 
stores. W'hen he graduated from 
school at 16 he recen'ed a medal 
from the mayur, the famous 
Fiorello La duardia. The first 
job he ever applied for was at the 
Ben Harrison and Maniry Gould 
Studk) on 42nd Street. He was 
taken on condition that he reject 
the scholarship he had won to 
the Cooper Union Art School 
and attend instead the Industrial 
^hocil of An. "Life drawing is 
more important to an animator 
ihan cof^g plusier costs." said 
Manny Gould, and when Love 
learned that his boss was in fact 
the bioiher of Vf1ll Gould, his 
favourite newspaper strip car- 
loonisL he quickly acquiesced. 

To the New York studio from 
the West Coast came the ani- 
mator Isadore Freleng. nick- 
named "Friz", and Love wa.s 
made his assistant an important 
appoimmenL os he later reck- 
oned ihai he was the first ever 
assistant in the expanding busi- 
ness of animation. Harrison 
and Gould were the providers 
of cartoon films for Charles 
Minlz. a producer who had al- 
ready achieved some notoriety 
h\' ousting tbev'oung Walt Dis- 
ney. .Mintz acquired the rights 


(0 the comic strip of Krazy Kut 
from Randolph Hearst at very 
low cost, as it was by oo mean.s 
the most popular character in 
the Heard stable. The millton- 
aue press baron saw cartoon 
films as a way to promote wide 
public interest in the Herriman 
artwork he so admired. Miniz. 
however, had the Krazy Kai 
character ironed out smciothed 
and rounded from Herriman ‘s 
angular art work, and tw the 
lime sound films arrived. Krazy 
Kai had vinually benime a 
double for ^^ckev' Mouse. 

Mintz now moved his studio 
to California, a problem for 
Horry Love who was still legal- 
ly a minor, but sixin his pay rose 
rapidly from the origina] S12 a 


week he earned as a junior to 
$150 plus a screen credit His 
first or^nal screenplay was 
^ed Shoe Sluy). a fan- 
tasy featuring the hero's dream 
of a stock of shoes springing to 
life: cowboy bools performing 
a ^uare dance, and so on. 
Hiis new musical approach in- 
trigued Mintz who encouraged 
Love to develop his fancies 
further. In all Love wrote and 
directed 20 Krazy cartoons. 

After the collapse of the 
Mintz Studio. Love worked for 
Walt Disney on a number of 
wunime animated specials in- 
cluding the semi-documentary 
feature I'laory Thnxt^AirRw- 
er ( 1943) and Reason and Emo- 
tion (1943). After the war be 







went to Warner Brothers' car- 
toon department for some 16 
years. He assisted his old friend 
Friz Freleng on Tweet Tweet 
Tween (1951) and later Chuck 
Jones on the teiHiant and awaid- 
wirming Bugs Bunny speciaL 
fiTtai's Opera Doc (1957). Lat- 
er he would renini to the Jones 
unit to work on the Dr Seuss 
television special The Cat in the 
Har - thus stretching from Kai 
to Cat Then came tlw /hn- 
tlier television series for Freleng 
(1964), the 1964 feature film 
which combined animation with 
live action. 77ie Incredible Mr 
starriqg Don Knotts, and 
The Nine Uves of Fritz the Car 
(1972). another feline feature 
film based on the underground 
comic Iw Robert Crumb. 

Harry Love never seemed to 
retire. After a period of pro- 
duction work on a number of 
cartoon series made for televi- 
sion by the Haima-Barbera Stu- 
dio. he devised and ran an 
Animated College for a hun- 
dred of the company's younger 
employees beginning in 1976. 
He was still cheerfully at it in 
1980 when, on a firing visit of 
mine to the studio, he was 
pleased to autograph a copy of 
one of mv boote for me. 




Denis Gifford 


Don Knotts faces up to Love's a ni ma ted fish in The taereiSble Ur 
Limpet, 1964 Photograph: Denis Gifford Collection 


Harold Lave, animator: bom 
New Fort 1911; died Burbank. 
California 27 Fcbruaiy I9V7. 


at the opening concert of the 
Phflbannooic Kali at the 
Lincoln Center in 1962. 

Althoi^ his r^ieitoire con- 
tained all the classic works, 
Fucte was a great supporter of 
new music. He c^tain^ a Ford 
^inriari<;^n grant m 1960wluch 
enabled him to commission 
W^ter Fistoo's Vio& Concer- 
to, pcemfere of which he 
gave that same year in Titts- 
burgL He also gave first per- 
formances of works by a 
number of composers, includ- 
ing the revised version of 
Vaughan Williams's Violin 
^nata with Artur Balsam in 
1969. and the posthumous 
American premiere of Bofauslav 


Maitinu’s Sonata for two viofins. 
and piaiio in 1974. Mar^u 
also dedtoted Madrigafy 
for violin and viola to Fuchs 
and hts siscer, LOlian, who 
{xeniiered the wwk in 1947.^ 
Ftichs was appointed ^fiolln 
ftofessorat the Juflliairi Sdwol 
of Music in 19^, and in 1971 
be received the Artist Ibadiex's 
Award from the American 


rethod in 1995. after which his 
students went to his apartment 
for their lessons. Fuchs was 
convinced ttiat (riayecs make die 
b^ teachers. He would 
*^00 must have experience in 
order to pul yourself in a scn- 
dent’s droes.” He would alk) 


James Stevens Cox 


If James Stevens Cox’s main 
livetihood was to come from 
other sources, he remained a 
proud and active member of 
bis heredtan profestwo: faaxr- 
dressing and wigmaldi^ 

He was bookseOer, publish- 
er, writer, archaeolc^ist, local 
hikorian: but, altbo^ be sold 
the fezniiy burioess in 1955, he 
i -^TnarnpHf-Hairmgn of tbc Hah- 
dressets’ Registratkm Counefl, 
a regular coatzSmtor lo the 
iamd Hairdresser, its quarter- 
ly jouniaL and one of the Chief 
Examiners in Laditt' Hair- 
dressing and ^figmaldng for 


the Gw and Guilds Institute. 
In I960 be publi^ed.^n Bbts- 
tratedlX^iMuayaflBindressbig 
Mid Wigputkaaltbc book was 
reissued in 19^). 

There was a time when al- 
most all booksellers were 
autodidacts. Stevens Cox 
exceptional in that he was an 
aotodidact before he was a 
bodcsdler, and im was, in a ws^, 
the fast of his kind: those who 
teach themsdves are few and far 
between (thou^ they m^ 
become commoner). 

His education thus b^nn 
before be went to schooL He 
was bom in BristoL There hs 
parents, WnUam George Cox 
and Anne Eugenia (n6e 
Stevens) traded at ““Yet Oide 
Dutche House", 67 Wine 
Street, where his grandmother, 
Mrs F. Stevens, "piacticai hair 
worker and w^ maker", offered 
“AU Kind of Ornamental Hair 
Wbric, Femges, Fbnings, Trans-, 
formadoos, Scalpettes. 

I kept in stock, ,or made to 
or^ at the shdbes possible 
, notice’*. 

I But his father was an Ilch- 
I ester man, and his aunt still 
lived in the old family home, 
where the young Cox (not yet 
' Sfeveos- be added the name to 

distinguish himse lf from an- 
other James Cox whose deten- 
tion was iinfeirly inflicted on 
him at sdiool) us^ to sp^ his 
holidays. When he was eight he 
found some old pottery whfle 
digging there in the gai^m be 
took it back to Bristol, where 
the museum curator coizectly 
identified it as Roman. 

At Bristol Grammar School, 
where be went in 1910, be 
came under the influence of Us 
remark^ie headmaster, Jo^ 
Barton, who instilled taste and 
judgement rather than a ^- 
labus; the BBC producer Dou- 
glas Oeveidon was another of 
the pupils whose lives he in- 
^ired. Stevens Cox left at 16 
to join his parents’ business, if 
he had other ideas abcnit his 
vocation, he kept them to 
himself. 

Reading books, and (for a 
little pocket money went a long 
way then) buying them, was 
the staple of his life. One of 
his favourite haunts was the 


book-piles. Mathews turned 
no thing away, and it was there 
that Stevens Cox acquired his 
lemaikable knowlet^ of all 
the different kinds of book 
there were. 

He might have reinaiaed a 
book-loving hairdresser, but 
.for a strange diance: the oc^ 
genarian owner married a wife 
■v^o could not abide the dusty 
rubbish (as she saw it) that 
infested her new abode. Xn^ 
ration came: Stevens Cox bOT- 
rowed mon^ from his father, 
raised a mortgage^ and boi^t 
the two houses and 75,000 
boote. 

A vast and dusty stod; not 
eaaly distinguisfaabie from an 
almost equally large private 
library,' remained wi& him 
throu^iout bis bookselling ca- 
reer. He also beci[ne,.aiid re- 
mained, a piti)lisher./4 Note on 
Henry Jrvbig by Broom lyier 
(ISl) andDoie (1935), Hubert 
Nicholson’s poems, appeared 
.under the imprint of the Co- 
leridge BookAop, as it now be- 
came. Wlien the Second World 
9^.came he volunteered for 
tile Royad Navy but was drait- 



Stewens Cok: an auiocfdact 


premises, two bouses full of 
books for sale, with more and 


books for sale, with more and 
a private library in yet another 
house next door, of a second- 
hand bookseller called Math- 
ews. Every plane surface was 
filled with books, and the 
Further pans could only be 
readied by tunnelling through 


ed into the Bristol Gty Police, 
in wfaidi be bad some ex- 
periences. Due to his beard (a 
rarer feature tiiea tiian now), he 
was once mistaken for a Ger- 
man spy. Bristol was badly 
bombed and in 1940 the Co- 
leridge Bookshop 'was de- 
stroy^ MercifaUy, Stevens 
Cox bad moved himself and 
much of his stock to Ddiestm* 
three years earlier, and when 
peace returned it was there 
that he set up shop: 

Here he branded out in 
other directions. An active 
iruerveotioo in the excavation 
of Roman Ilchester led to his 
election to the Sodely of Anti- 
quaries. It also led to his His- 
tofyofIlchesta’(i95S\,pefba.ps 
his most lasting memorial, lo 
1954 he started the Utamy 
Repositoty, a combination of 
bookseller’s catalogue and 
Journal of antiquarian sdiolar- 
ship, articles (often by Stevens 
Cox) combinmg with the texts 
of unpublished historic docu- 
ments. He became an Extra- 
Mural Tutor in archaeology 
and counft history to. the 
' Workers' Eoucational Associa- 
tion and Bristol Universi^, 
and Honorary l^tor of the 
Dorset Natu^ fCstoiy and 
Archaeology Society. 




quote the Russian violinist 
DBvid Oistraldi who once, when 
visiting the Juilliard, was asked 
what was the best method of 


tfftrfting, and relied: “I don’t 
by metboo but by exam- 
ple. When words rim out ( pick 
up ibe violin and play tiiosc 10 
bars. They mean more to a tal- 
ented student than all the 
words." Ibis, too, was Fhefas's 
credo. 

Margaret CampbeU 


Joseph Fuchs, violinist: bom 
New^^ 26 April 1900; married 
Outturn Kessler (one (hugb’ 
1 a;marri^^dissob^edJM),sec- 
ond Doris Levy (died 1997); 
died New l&rk 14 March 1997. 


Ever since be was a boy he 
been interested in natural 
history. As well as an arisuy in 
Dcsset, he k^ a jaguaroodi (a 
Soutii American cat), a qxder 
monkey, dogs and a fox-^b; 
but, above all, a substan^ . 
number of toucans, after whidi W; 
be n«m«t the press that he set 
tqiin 1960. 

I, for one, will never forget 
the toucans, under whose sar- 
donic eye and alarming beaks 
I finst met Stevens Coil now at 
Beaminster. I bad been sent by 
the surgeon and bibliophfle 
Geoffrey Keynes, who had 
beard (to his mortification) 
tiiat John Sparrow had bou^t 
there a book that had beloogra 
to John Donne, and (more 
cheerfully) that there was an m- 
erolored back room which 
mig^t, possibly, contain anoth- 
er such bo^ Stevens Cox was 
out, tnit his wife received me. 1 
thcnight it wiser to avoid the 
question of the back room, and 
concentrated instead on (he 
toucans. There were many dif- 
ferent kinds and 1 learnt a ® 
lot about them, pardcularty 
when Stevens Cox himself 
retuned. 

It was not difficult to take a 
tynsipa^tfe interest; they sinelt 
a bit (so did the books), but 
otherwise were full of exotic 
charm. ] expanded; so did the 
Coxes. Eventually, I brouj^t up 
the backroom question; the 
books were not for sale. I was 
told, but! might took, 1 looked, 
but there were oo more of 
Donne's books. 

The Literwy Repost/^' kept 
me, like others; riridly in tou^ 
with Stevens Cox. and in par- 
ticular bis invaluable work in 
retrieving the remains of 
Thomas Han^, in particular 
the recollections of mose who 
had Icnown him. This led in 
1970 to the Thomas Hmtfy Ikar ^ 
Book, which stSl continues 
publish an aonuai series of ar- 
tides cm the great Dorset author 
and his woriL 

Punj^zlets on other Dorset 
writers, Thomas RusselL Ity 
Edmund Blundeo, William 
Barn^ by Stevens Q>x himself 
also issued from the Toucan 
Ptes^its mast eroieoewasahalf- 
aze fecszmfle of Gould’s Afono- 
paph of the Rhamphastidae 
(toncans again) in an edition 
hfflited to six c^ies. 

Stevens Cox retired to 
Guernsey, where he became im- 
mersed in the archaeology anrf 
history of the island. He start- 
ed a new series of publications. 
'’Cuemsey Historical Mono- 
graphs’*. He gave lectures and 
ran evening dasses, kept bees 
as wdl as bods, and b^an a new 
garden (he was an eroert 
pnmer). He grew old withou V 
changing, nor did he forge* 
Docset, continuing to publish 
neaity a hundred papers on ^ 
llcbester history. * 

Nkolas Bsffrer 


Jam& Stevens Cox, bookseller, 
ptbUsher, nriter, arehaeolopst, 
local hi^orian and hairdresser 
bom Bristol 19 February 1910; 
twice monied (one son); //W 
Guemsey ZJvbntaty 1997. 


Birthdays 

Li-Ocn Sir ftrlcr BcaJc, Chief Med- 

kul Ad%iser. BriiKh ItuJ Cross, 
Pn^fcssiir A)>».indb‘r BokMnhcrg. 
I'unncr Director. Royul Observjio- 
ries. Al: Mr F.W. de Klerk, fornier 
Deputy PrvMdeai orSniiih Africa, ol; 
Mi Roiki Ev'jiLsMP.50:Sir\VilliaiD 
Fraser, fonner Priodp,i{ and Vice- 
Chancellor. Giasgriw Unnenity. bS: 
Mr -Mux Higsia<.<nixikor player. 

Mr I^iiiKk Kjvuiu^. former Deputy 
ComnikMOiier. Mcirspoliian Police. 
74: Mr WlLwn W.-keii. singer. fto- 
fe«sor Sir Gordon Rohsoo. anaet- 
ihetisi. 7o; Mr Bany Sha*'. (^ief 
Constable. Cleeel.'ind. 56: Mr 
Nichoins SnOMman. chief execuiive. 
S>?uih Bunk Centre. 5.V rrofeVM.>r 
Erie Sunderland, former \7cu- 
Chunctfllor. University Collejje of 
Nnnh Wales, n": Mr John Updike. 
uTiier. (15: ProfesiOr J.Z. Young. 
atMtHniLSt jnd hinia^t. 


OAvn. pi>:L Friederich Roben 
Donat, ueior. 1905. Deaths: h-un lY 
I the Terrible ). Tsar of Russia. I5S4: 
Laurence Sterne, clergyman and 
writer. I7rvi. On (his day: the Amer- 
kun Eifvuss Company uas ornanised 
at BuUain. Neu York. lt$50: the 
telephone link between London and 
Pans MW. opened. ]S:9l.Toda5isihe 
Feast Day of St .Alexander of 
Jcrusjleni. St Anselm of Lucca. Si 
Cyril of Jerusalem. St Edward the 
M.-irtyT. Si Frigidion or Frediano 
and St Sah aior nf Hort.i. 


Tenant in arrears could be barred from housing list 

leviwImnniMi \1»4mnnlil!in t a wt ^ 


WUvcrlBinpliNi MetropoUlan 
Boroi^ CmiedL parte Watters; 
Coon of .Appeal (Lord Justice 
LcggaiL Lord Justicu Pniier. L.i.<rd 
JuslKe Judfe) 14 Fefaruaiy 1997 


LAW REPORT 

♦ 

lSMan^l997 


Lectures 


.Anniversaries 

BirtIu&Marje-MadeIdjiw Piochede 
la V’er^e. Comtose dc La Fayette. 
no%'elist. baptised wlifred 


London School of Economics. LoD" 
don WCl Professor Ro^s Craasion. 
■“Law'i Operation". 53iipin. 

RIKA .Architecture Centre, London 
Wl: Crai;: Dykers and K)cijl T. 
Thorven. "Snohviia .Arkiiekiur". 
(i3Upm. 

E\eier UniTersfo': Professor David 
Couun. “The Dope in Sport". 7pni. 
Gre^bam Collejftc. B^raord'^ Inn 
Hall. London ECl: Professor David 
0»cn Norris. "W)«t the .Audienw 
Wanb: an interim hLsi0(>‘ of the 
great Radio 3 debate". Jpm. 


%ciiinin ni i.'rij«ln ti. ilttldriML vriH Wtn Mor- 
psiais Xv(VI’'vi'(xL Hi.iUlnia jniJ a 

,'lm4iK k<r IbCKl- r.in.'Oliit Ihi (.OLt'In (lKr«D- 
|\)ip s b-intiUi'n.*. Junnj llw pa.-l >Mr ‘Tbc 
lhice<c«««fl.laacertcr. Kilnn, pLn Inlurnjii'.ti- 
dL an e4iihi>iriii in mark Pb'i Iplcnu- 

lii'iul, )JU AAnnvran :il ibi.' CjIu Kn-jL 
l••^lto^WI ‘nunBcemalKnil.l^Kii tMb 
llr VdiiKh Mrnuhni Mk.Ss vTVhrnMn. 

I'nBCB.i .UfiASdcB, V'i.;e. 


I'lv iJunu ltnic.h Ibe CiiAt 

vn'jjLiiHtiL, ■■•I tiu llvnmiJi iLj t'r-- ei 

Birmutb. 


Changing of the Guard 
The M«unlvJ Pe;ia:rni 

■nii<ini>.ilK*'Jiiia!n' Liluf.iujrJjltkracIicunK 
lijai, liifncxii Cimpan* GiaMjxt 
O'lwni. ihr Ouuai ‘ I luiiL M BwUbsIim IWb*. 


The "reasonable preference" 
which a local housing author- 
ity was required by section 22 
of the Housing Act 1985 to give 
council housing applicants who 
had large families or who 
currently lived in insanitary, 
overcrowded or unsatisfactory 
conditions, could legitimately 
be outwei^ed by other iactori 
such as the fact that the appli- 
cant owed substantial rent ar- 
rears from a previous council 
tenant: 

The Court ol .Appeal dis- 
missed an appeal In* Helen 
Waiit-rs against rhe refusal by 
Mr Jusiicc Dv-son, on 23 May 
1996. of herappticuiion for ju- 
dicial review of a decision bv 
Wolverhampion Metropolimn 
Borough Council on 28 March 

1 995. confirmed by its Housing 
.Appeal Panel on 14 March 

1996. noi 10 admit Mrs Wallers 
lo (he council's housing wail- 


ing list, with the result that she 
was not etij^'ble to be selected 
as a council teoanL 
TbATtre Callivan iRoskdL Davies & 

(To. Bitminy^iaml for the applicant; 
James Findlay ( {('ctfr'eriKinipron 
MBO for die coimtiL 


Lord Justice Lej^tt said Mrs 
N^lteui and her hu^ad had 


five daughters aged firom 8 lo 
14. the eldest of whom hadlate- 


Iv given birth to a cfaiid herself. 
In September 1992 they were 
evicted from a councO tenan- 
cy for rent arreara amounting 
to over £2.3U0. They were cur- 
renlly living in a private sector 
tenancy at 7 Lambeth Whlk. 
The contractual rent was £80 
per week, while the eligble rent 
for housing benefit was £70 per 
weeL The premises consisted 
of a semi-detached house with 
three bedrooms. There was 
statutory overcrowding. 

.At the begirming of 1995 Mrs 
WhctCTS's application to tK ad- 


min ed to the coixncS's houstng 
list was rqeeted because more 
than two weeks* rent arrears re. 
mained outstanding from pre- 
vious council tenancies. Her 
appeal was dismissed Ity the 
appeals ^)aneL 

^ Judicial review of those de- 
cisions was sought on the 
ground that, by feuiiig to plare 
Mis V^iteis and her femily on 
the housing waiting list, tiw 

council was m breach of sectioa 

22 of the Housing Act 1985, 
which provided: 

A local bousiag aut^ty «hiiq sa- 
cure that in the selectkm their len- 
ants a reasonable preference is 
give) >0 (a) pasoas aanip^qg m- 


whidi tenants owing mote than 
two weete’ rent aiieais would 
not beel^le forcoundl hous- 
iag (mtess (a) they bad a social 
or medkal need award of 60 
points in oiie single category. 


^ tb^ had ma^ subst^al 

efKHtStOTeduGethf^fliTMK m- 


r-"-***" 111- 

sanitai; of overcrowded houses, (b) 
persons foviag bige famiiii-c, \a 

B living under unsadsfactoiy 
cooiditions, and (d) . . 
sspenons]. 


It was common ground that 
Mrs Otters with her family 
were within paragraphs (a) to 
(c) of that sect^ But the 

council operated a polity under 


effrais to reduce the araeais, or 
(c) there were other esceptional 
cfrciunsrances. 

It was argued that the coun- 
ty's polkw was unlawful and in 
breach of section 22 because, 
^though the aii^licant fellwhb- 
m three of the statutority pre- 
ferred soups, she had m act 
been afforded no preference 
whatsoever. Because Paiiia- 
ment bad ordered that *'a rea- 
sonable prefereoce" was to be 
given, a counefl could not ireitt 

it as reasonable not to grantaity 
preference. WhUg th>i atIc- 
tence of rent arrears was rele- 
vant, they did not cnncl^ idp. the 

matter against the ^pHcant, be- 
cause she could not be dmied 
mty preference whatsoever. 


His Lordsl^ disagreed, if 
sectioa '22 simply required 
'‘preference*’ to be given, that 
argument would be correcL 
But it ^ not: it required “rea- 
sonable. preference". That 
envsaged that other factors 
might weigh a^inst and so di- 
minish and even nullity the 
preference. 

ffSedlCTJ, vriien saying inf? 
v Lambeth LBC, ex p Niomo 
(1996) 7& HLR 737 at 742 that 
acew:^ “must not . . . eclipse 
OT&Shfft the fxiodtyv^ich. sec- 
tion 22 aocentis", m eant that 
-foe statDtoiyj)reference coidd 
not be ontweiglied by other lel- 
. evant consideratiQns^ he was 
wrong. 

..^No preference was to be 
given but reasonahje prefer- 
ence, That involved bafenciog 
agmnsi the satutoty factors 
4uch other factors as m^t 
popeity be weighed 
mem. So the oountil was enti- 
ded to take account of sub- 
stantial arrears of tent due to 
the Gouflcfi. 


Fan! Bib^ratfa, Barrister 
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the leader page 


Forget numbers - this is about our 


T te best pining metaphor is not 

“arathon. 

11 , campaign is more 

Ejector^ excitement for the 

next few days win give viay during East- 

a rest period; the^ from 
‘ about 3 April onwards, the contest 

ment of the eleaorate wffl cry: we ha4 
se^it, beard it, been there before. 

Of couree, we do “kaow^ the lead- 
ing candidates aJJ too well, their gri- 
maces and their tics. We have also if 
we care tolook, amassed a lot of pbint- 
cts towards their policies. We miht ask 
for more: the National Institute of Eco- 
noDuc and Social Research the 
dusnesi bui^ of number-crunchers go- 
ing and their matching of the tax ta i^^ 
spending commitments and debt (wor- 
ryingly high for this stage of the eco- 
: nonuc cycle) says that for the next 
government the choices are stark and 
unavoidable. Either the mcoming 
Chancellor sticks with spending plans, 

I in which case there will be heh to pay 
* on the health, education, defence or 
law-and-order fronts. Or else - econ- 
omists do have a way with words - the 
incoming Chancellor will have to re- 
sort to fisi^ ti^tening. Gordon Brown 
has promised not to raise income tax- 
es, 50 that implies scrimping revenue 
&om National Insurance and cuts in tax 
allowances, or other financial 
prestidigitation. 


On finance we are going to have to 
yriiistie for clarity, just as nobotfy is gp- 
tog to prescribe for the pfayrical crisis 
(the for once, B ach«ed) in prison 

capacity, especially not the Tories, 
since ^ch^ Howard is partly re- 
sponsible for h. There is; however, 
something political leaders not only 
should but could give us without com- 
mitting tbems^es to q>ecific policies 
or tax regimes. It is even the land of 
thing that is communicable in the 
truncated forms of modem media. It 
is a picture of Brit^ five, lOyears on 
“ the figurative plantation to British 
people ^ their own frzture, a symbol- 
ic description of ^at Bla^s Britain, 
Miigor*s Mainland, Ashdown’s Albion, 
would look and feel like. 

For aD the shortness of American at- 
tention spans, at the last presidential 
election voters in Che United States 
were presented with distin guish ed pic- 
ture of their future. Bill Clinton gets 
criticised in this countiy fhr hfs “touchy- 

feeb^’style-biitDnlybycnticsn4ionii&- 
understand the nature of the pre^enq^ 
as a locus of popular hope. His use of 
a ‘'bridge” figure chimed with popular 
cultural imagery (The IVaard ofOz) and 
the immense optimism which is one of 
the United States’ most attractive 
qualities. Blurry it may have been, but 
Resident Clinton offered a vision of 
a country moving into the new ceotu- 
^ with most of its historic^ dreams 
intact 
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**I have a dream”. It is not just that 
modem British politidaos are bad at 
preachy langua^. Th^ may not ac- 
tually have much of a picture of 21st- 
ceotuiy Britain to present. Since the 
Libera] Democrats do not aspire to ma- 
jori^ control, they can more easily be 
fozgiven a certain gap in their rhetoric. 
Pemaps Paddy Ashdown came nearest 
to fillmg it at their last party confer- 
race with chat peroration about his mil- 
ita^ service m defence of a liberal 
vision of Britain-in-Europe. 

So fer John Major has offered two 
tFcrp«^ one urban, one rural-nostalgic. 
Britain ought to be a place where a boy 


from a humble home can join a bank, 
cross the Thames and end up liimish- 
ing his country home from B&Q. 
There is a set of powerful metaphors 
there to do with motivation, (inherit- 
ed?) ability, and public services (good 
schools and stimulating teaching). But 
his talk, as yesterday, about “revolu- 
tion'’ would ring the more convincingly 
if it did not contradict the other Ma- 
jor figure, about cricket greens and po- 
liceman on bicycles, straight out of 
some chocolate-box rural idyll. For a 
large number of 21st-ceatury Britons 
all our country will ever be is 
Emmerdale. 


The Conservative Party w-M always 
do a roaring trade in Great British nos- 
talsia. The uick is to combine it, as Mrs 
Thatcher did with an app^ to cut-and- 
thrtist economic modernisation. John 
Major’s problem is Europe. As long as 
business keeps saying, however soito 
iwc. that Europe is our ftiture, he can- 
not make use of the ready sjOTboIs of 
Bridsh-English nostalgic nadonalisiD. 

But Europe - we learn from jester- 
day's Sun - is not necessarily part of 
Labour’s vision for Britain. M recently 
as a year ago. Labour was going Dutch, 
conjuring a Britain that could be like 
the Netherlands, combining econom- 
ic success with social concern. In such 
a Britain “European” coinages such as 
soa'ai exclusion would be taken seri- 
oush'. and Islington would care about 
conditions of life in Sedgefield, Co 
Durham, both because economic 
progress depended on both moviiig on- 
wards and upwards, and because of his- 
torical community spirit. But as 
Euro-enthusiasm has waned, so 
Labour's picture of Britain under Blair 
has become obscured. 

What place should we associate 
with Blain what kind of Britain? This 
is not the same as asking for policies, 
or even for a model of hew government 
can affect the shape and colourings of 
chil society. It is to for some flavour 
of what ought to happen next - under 
Labour what will it smell like. Will 
schoolchildren be uniformed and obe- 



dient or boisterouslj' creative? Will their 
ambitions be questing and jagged, or 
smooth and safe and comforting ? 

Some readers (and at times we must 
sympathise with them) are bound to 
feel that there is going to be quite 
enough of all this election business over 
the next few weeks. But it could be an 
opportunity for the nation to learn 
something useful about itself as we gaze 
in the mirror the parties hold up. and 
look there for a picture of what we 
might become. 


A nation of Boliy 
bolsheviks? 

T hey ought to be hanging out the 
Union flag in the streets of Rheims. 
Britain is once again importing more 
champagne than any other single for- 
eign buyer. Consumption levels are 
back up to their Eighties peak. British 
imports of the stuff rose by nearly a fifth 
between 1995 and last year and 
drinkers are buying more vintagfi wine. 
What explains this national love-affair 
writh bubbles? It can't just be Ab Fuh 
and the cult of BoUy. Either champagne 
is becoming more of on ordinaxy eveiy- 
day drink for the nobs .or else the habit 
is spreading through the social order. 
Is the nation on its way to champagne 
socialism? Heaven forfend. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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Law backs 
Ashdown on 
TV debate 

Sir: In accepting the offer of a 
televised presidential-style debate 
iovolviog John MajorandTboy 
Blair, the Conservative Party 
chairnian. Brian Mawhinney, has 
made dear that he does not want 
Paddy Ashdown to be iav-ohred. I 
can understand why, as it is the 
Ube ral Democrats who pose such 
an obvious threat lo Conservative 
MPs in a brge number oTitiaipna! . 
scats. 

However, OxMawhhme^'demfc 
thinks be can ignore the law on Um . 
issue. In Scotland, m April 1995, 
John Major's /hnomiTur bioadc^ 
w a& delayed until the close of polls 
in our local elections because it was 
conszdcFed to confer an oafair 
advantage. The princ^lehere is 
4 the same: any debate must involve 
the leaders ^ afl ihfee main 
parties. 

The objections of the Scoitrisb 
National Party and Plaid Cynnxu 
could be accommodated sta^ng 
equivalent debates between their 
leaders and the reflective Scottish 
and Welsh spokesmen of the main 
UK parties. Since.neither of these 
parties puts up candidates in 
England there is no need for these 
debates to be broadcast there. 

Obviously* the format wmutd 
reach daft proportions if the Green 
Party, the Natural Law Party, the 
UK Independence ^trty', tiK 
Referendum J^rty and the Pro-Life 
Alliance all insist^ on 
partidpatiem, although doubtless 
Sir James Goldsmith could fend his 
own legal challenge. 

Neveiiheless. the principle 
remains. No matter how much 
Tony Blair agrees with John M^r 
* 'hese days, it is not up to them to 
aboi Lsh the ot bCT oppodtion 
parties. Fairness aiid election law 
both require the Liberal . 
Democrats' presence. 

DEREK TOUNG 

Scottish Ljh&tdDemocTaiproq)eaive 
paHianuntaiy candidates Caniek, 
CwTmockandDoonl^aey ■ 

A\t 

Sir It is disturbing that the 
chairman of the Conseivatiwe Par^r 
appems feodamcntally to 
misunderstand the nature of the 
Briti^ general election (“Mgjor 
sets terms for TV debate", 17 
March). 

Brian Mawhiocei's^ that the 
purpow of any lelerised pre- 
election debate (between leadens 
of two of the veiy many 

organisations putting up 

candidates) would be to faciutate 
**a choice of two possible prime 
minisierx". 

However, despite despite 
aiicmpis by the main parties to 
.Amcric^isc the dection process, 
by using cyoicai maricci research 
icdiniqucs to recast their 
propaganda and by personalising 
(he porac^ fighL our ejection 
process wsnotfffesidential- 

.A wcll-chaircd radio dd'ate Min 

a pond drawn fjtao aB the parties 
fielding candidates would be a 
much better idea . It would obt'iaie 

all visual presentational ^ 

di.<lractions and fociB minds on 

niching but the quaUPi' of 

argumcnL 

DrGARl'SLAPPER 

The Linv School 

Staffbni^tire UJWtfWO* 

Stokc-on‘Traii 

Sir: It scemsa shame that we 

iliould be considering a d^tc 
hctwcco two centris pofittcians, 
rendered anodyirelw . 

Mandefiound and Spin Docinoe. 

We should have a debate . 





between “ChuN:^ Soames and the 
Beast of Bolsover ... Youwouldn’t 
need a IJb-D^ particqmit at all - 
they’d 'win” the deb^ by deEuilt. 
BARNEY HARRINGTON 
Ka^Lan^^ Hertfwdshhe 

Sir You report tbatPa^ 
A^down justifies the Liberal 
Democrats' constitutional deal 
with Labour as "gwh^ the Scots 
ai^ Wettii more say via their own 
assemblies" (‘Ashdown defends 
Lib-Lab eler^ral pact", 10 Marcb). 

Until recently the Uberal 
Democrats supported an elected 
law-making parliament for both 
Whies and S^and, mth tax- 
vaiyingpowers. The “deaT which 
they have reached with Labour in . 
.Qrr«L»nd yja the ScOttish 
Convention will allow such a 
parliament on the ballot paper in a 
refeFMidujn later this year. 

Why then, have the Liberal 
Democrats compromised on an 
in^iely weaker proposal for 
Whies? The Welsh Assembly, which 
now the Liberal Democrats 
support, have no prima^ law- 
makk^ powers, no tax-raiying 
rrs.azid DO direct voice in 


twoweeksago,aitheir 
I ermfereneeia Conwy, 

I liberal Democrats claimed that a 
I ipnfa fiMlting pariiamenL supported 
I by (hem since the days of 
! Georgc,was the most favoured 
I option of the Welsh electorate, 
i IbhavesoldoutoDalOO-year 
! commitment to Wales for a 
' minimalist degree of proportfonal 
ropreseniatioD isaimhersadend 
10 a tong and worthy liberal 
1 tradition. • 
i DAFYDD WIGLEYMP 
pns&taAPtaidCymru 
House of Commons 

JjmdcmSWl 


Low-dose danger 
of pesticides 

Sin Ysur report “Restidde apples 
add to Ma^s troubles" (.15 March) 
raises serious concerns. 

Mai^ people will be concerned 
about (Tronic low-level exposures 
to pesticides in their diet. The 
constant emphasis by Maff and its 
advisers on acute pesticide effects 
diverts attratioc m»n this serious 
public health issue. For instance, 
maiathion, listed as a residue in the 
Maff report, was found to be one of 
. several organopho^bate pesticides 
which affected the hsmune syst^ 
in laboratory test in the 197(& 

There are also large gaps in 
scientific knowledge al^t tbe 
immune and neurological effects of 
Icrn^d^ eroosuies to many 
pestmdes. what may happen when 
pesticides at low levels are mixed 
perhaps in a ivide range of feesb 
and processed food is poorly 
undeistoocL Maiathion, however, 
as early as 1957 was found to have 
inoea^ toxicity when mixed with 
Other pesticides. 

Tbe poieotial effects of long- 
term low-level exposure to 
pestiddes on infeius and childrea 
are also not fully understood, la the 
United States, research agencies 
conduct major ^entifle 
inquiries and special government 
offices Imve b^n established to 
review public health threats to 
children. Sadly no such actions 
appear to have been taken in tbe 
UK. 

Your report notes very high 
pesticide lex'els in some home- 


grown apples. This would indicate 
that the risk to farmers and farm 
workers in orchards £ix>m applying 
these hazardous chemicals U also a 
cause for concern. 

Dr ANDREW WATTERSON 
Director, Centre fin' Occupational 
and En\ 'brmmental Health 
DeMontfort University 
Leicester 

Sir We are told that some apples 
and oranges have high levels of 
harmful oigaaophosphate 
pestiddes. 

Surely the Government should 
advise us of which countries are 
5U|:^yiag the hannfel font and 
which varieties are affected. Then 
we could choose fruit from 
counlri^ which use less pestidde. 

Or is this another example of the 
Ministry of Apiculture. Fisheries 
and Food putting the interests of 
the food producers above 
consumer health? 

C WELLS. 

Ruislip, Middlesex 

Sir There may well be do risk to 
anyone ffom kE buried in opra 
tip« ... but there raighL There may 
well be no risk from the bovine 
iadnefatioa plants through the 
smolm and am ih^ pittducc ... but 
there mighL Risks have been 
alreacty t^n and tips sudi as 
Rowi^ (report, 12 March) can only 
ID them by a relatively io«' 
amoonL 

Quite inadequate research has 
been carried out into the ^read of 
BSE. info the doses needed (o 
infect animals and into the levels 
present in bovine tissues. The levels 


of infectivity originally claimed by 
Maff to be in the tissueswere 
between 1,000 and 10,000 times 
lower than they turned out to be, 
and the tests used on most tissues 
w’ere too insensitive. So not enough 
data is available to say if Rowley is 
a danger or not. 

Wbat we can say is that on 
averse, in the UK we have each 
eaten SO meals of bimine products 
made from cattle infected with 
BSE and extensive research must 
now go ahead into methods of 
diagnfw is and treatment for the 
people that have become infected. 
The Medical Research Council has 
recently refused to feud research 
into the number of people in the 
population incubating the disease. 
We have excellent scientists and 
should be using ibem. 

DR STEPHEN DEALLER 
Microbiologist 
Bianlev, Lancashire 


Angola denies 
Zaire meddling 

Sir The reports cited by Richard 
Cott (“A bend in the river, a twist of 
histoiy ", 12 Mardi), alleging (bar 
the Angolan government has been 
sending men and weapons to 
support the forces of Laurent 
Kabila in eastern Zaire, are 
absolutely' untrue. 

Mygovernmetic upholds 
pearefel co-existence and the 
policy of non-interference in the 
internal affairs of other countries. 

The build-up of Angolan forces 
in Cabinda Province b related to 
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the need to defend naiionaJ 
sovereignty and the ci%’ilian 
population against tbe military 
activity of separatist groups 
operating in the enclave. 

Tlie Angolan government has 
repeatedly' called fora peaceful 
solution to the situation in Zaire 
and supports diplomatic efforts 
being made to end the crisis. 
ANTONIO DaCOSTA 
FERNANDES 
.4/nbassador 

Embassy of the Itepublie ofAn^tla 
London II7 


Berkoff’s target 

Sir; With reference to Marianne 
Macdonald's "'Coup de theatre ..." 
(4 March), Steven Berkoff’s quotes 
were taken from hb letter to The 
Times Literary Supplement (31 May 
1996).respon{^glo Paul Bailey's 
review of hb au (biography Free 
Association, and not directed at a 
theatre critic. Although be has not 
been approached about 
contributing to the theatrical swap, 
we are sure Slm'cn Berkoff w^uld 
i^'ish the new directors, Nicholas de 
Jongh, Michael Jeremy 

Kin^on and Jama'S Christopher, 
well in their trickv endeavours. 
J0.ANNA MARStON 
Rosica Colin Ltd 
London 5H7 

The writerisliterar}' agent forStewn 
Berkoff 


The early bird ... 

Sir. Swallows have returned to our 
garage a month earlier than usual. 
Could this be another manifesta- 
tion of globai wanning? 

MIKE ATKINSON 
Tewkesburv. Gloucestershire 


-> 




Howard tilts the 
scales of justice 

Sir Certain implicniinns of the 
proposed change in categorising 
criminal offences appear lo have 
been overlooked hitherto 
("Howard under fire o\'cr plans lo 
curb juiy' irial''. 2S Februao" ItfUt'r. 
6 March). If offences are down- 
graded to being triable by 
magistraiihi! onK. with no option lo 
the crown court, the following 
consequences will flow. 

The advance disclosure rules will 
no longer apply lo a sumnum -only 
offence and (he prt>secuifon will be 
under no obligation lo p^o^'idc 
advance informaijon ot the case 
againxi the defendant. Ri.'cent high- 
profile cases have clearh indicated 
the dangers inherent in inadei^uatc 
disclosure to the defence, and ii 
would be no comfort to a 
defendant facing trial to be told 
that the offences involve "only" a 
theft from a shop or "only" a minor 
assault if he or sbe feels aggrieved 
ai the resulL 

It is becoming increasinsiy 
difficult lo obtain legal uid'io 
represent defendants charged with 
summaiy'-onty offences. Each legal 
aid application determined not 
onh'on the defendant's means but 
on the test of the "interesL’i of 
justice", and many courts will 
routinely refuse legal aid on the 
basis that the perceix'ed danger lo 
the defendant is not high enough to 
warrant its grant. 

PETER RIfN’SJON'ES 

Solicitor 

Camanhe/i 


Politics of the 
winning^ smile 

Sir; Peter Popham is quite right to 
question the worth of the O.vford 
Union (‘■'ITie .state of the Union". 
1.^ March I. Being a Cambridge 
undergraduate. I can only assure 
you that the Cambridge Union 
seems, if anything. }e.ss effecrua). 

The disappearance of the 
unions’ poiiucal influence, 
however, is more due to their style 
of debate than students' lack of 
interest in politics, li i.s far roi'j cj.s\ 
for a classical "This Hou.se believes 
..." debate to become little more 
than a scries of theatrical 
performances by the main 
speakers, failing u> cng.tge uith the 
full range of opinions and issues. 

One sees a similar phenomenon 
in the House of Commons, 
although lobbyists do help lo keep 
eyes focawd on poUcie.s rather than 
the TV audience. With the current 
trend towards "appearance and 
soundbite politics", the demi.<^e of 
the unions’ debating reflects liic 
wider tendenej' to avoid serious, 
thinking discu^iun and turn 
instead towards empty wit. and that 
winning .smile. 

DANEL ROULSTONE 
Cambridge 


Welsh wording 

Sir: One of the example.^ gKvn in 
the an tele about regtonardialccis 
( Ifi March) needs correction. 

I know three meanings of the 
word dap in South Wales but 
"bounce" is not one of them. 

It describes the dropping of. for 
examj^e. a cup w’hich subsequeniK 
5ina.shes.or someone’s size and 
build -■ "He wa.s about rav Jap", 
meaning about the sameViie ns me. 

However, the most common 
meaning (though this may be ver\ 
local to South-east Waic.s) Is 
plimsolls or pumps Inoi trainers) - 
“a pair of daps". 

RP15GH 

Cardiff 
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How the Tories 
can still win 
another five years 


M ay ihc first is a good 
day for a general 
election. In many 
pans of the country, voters 
will he able to elect council- 
lors at the same time as an 
^LP. We could have a decent 
debate on what is needed in 
our schools, on our streets, 
in our communities, bringing 
together both the local and 
(he national. 

IVopIc want answers to 
how educational standards 
can be raised, crime con- 
trolled. gridlock tackled. It 
does need local as well as 
national action. 1 hope John 
Major does have a chance to 
debate with Tony Blair. 

There are so many unan- 
swered questions. How 
would Mr Blair avoid 
importing unemployment 
with Euro policies? How 
would he improve our 
schools when Labour coun- 
cillors haw often made them 
worse? How would he 
ena>URigc more detection of 
crime w hen Labour has been 
tough on police authorities 
under (heir sway? He has 
ducked tiio many of these issues so far. 

There are some Conservatives who believe 
that a stronger line on Europe is all that is 
needed to win the election comfortably. I do 
not believe that Europe is enough. It is one of 
the big issues oo doorsteps. It is the main issue 
amongst party faithful. But there are others. 

Ma^ of us want to be part of our contioenu 
and to help it on the patte of peace and pnos- 
fierrty. We want Britain to argue vigorous^ 
around die tables of Europie for the r^t kmd 
of Europie: for a Europe whidi woc^ for a 
Europe which can offer some hope of jobs as 
well as pxracc to our young people. That means 
changes lu the agenda of the Union. It means 
not withdrawal but uarig the veia and tte power 
of argument to deflea Europie from more gov- 
cnuneni and more taxes, into a path of nxire jobs 
und fewer laws. Europe does not suffer horn too 
raanv currencies or too regulations. It suf- 
feni /rom (oo few jobs and too many n^ations. 

Britain shoiUdf be saying that business needs 
more open markets in everything from avia- 
tion to telecommunications; that small business 
needs fewer social costs to employ more peo- 
ple: that economies facing mass uneof^ioy^Dt 
need c.xcbange rates and mterest rates that help 
them get people back to work. We should say 
that Germany and France have fumbled in 
(heir compromise for the Stability Pact It 
makes no sense to fine countries that are hav- 
ing trouble balancing (heir budge(s. We should 
suggest a betterway to make the western Euro- 
pean peoples pro^rous. 

To win the election. Conservatives have to 
show how education, health, law and order will 
improve under another five years of Conserv- 
ative administration. We have to explain how. 
in the last three years, we have followed the right 
economic piolicy, and how Labour's plans could 
damage that. ^ must show that the Cdnserv- 
ative gov’cnuneni is iS-years-experienced and 
energetic in office, not Jg-years-old and tired. 

We should not be warned off education by 
Labour complaining that if there are faults still 


in our schools it is the result of 18 
years of Conservative goverainenL 
Labour used to believe there was 
nothing wroi^ with our schools 
that a few b^on pounds more 
would not put right. Now tb^ say 
that for the next two years, if they 
were given the chance, they would 
^nd exacts the same as the 
Conservatives. 

They have also conceded that 
things are not right in all our 
schools. They may even have 
noticed that Labour runs most of 
the Education Authorities, and 
that those authorities have the 
powers necessary to sort the prob- 
iemsouL 

Mr Blunkett {Labour’s educa- 
tion spokesman] has been more 
damning than me in commenting 
on teaching qi^ty. He has con- 
firmed the Chief Inspector's fig- 
ure of 15,000 bad teachers. He has 
implied they should be sacked: an 
extreme approach. Does he 
realise that most of these teach- 
ers are emplc^d by Labour Edu- 
catioa Authorities, and by Boards 
of Governors with mai^ Labour 
members? What is stopping him 
sortiogit out? 

Conservatives propose a way to 
improve iu We believe in publishing the test 
results. We believe in more regular and better 
inspection. We believe in more parents having 
a choice of school. We believe in governors 
having more power to improve things. Grad- 
ually standards are rising. We need five more 
years to make much more progress. 

It is the same with law and otder. Crime has 
been failing for the last four years. It is still far 
too high. Ws need to see through reforms of 
sentencing and prisons that are now being put 
in place. We new to encour^ and stren^en 
the police, fireemg more men for detection and 
beat work. We need to raise the level of detec- 
tion and clear up. We may need to break the 
monopoly of the Crown Prosecution Service, 
to bring more cases to court. 

The electorate arc very worried about 
health. Stephen Dorrell has stated that we 
should keep more of the smaller, local and 
oWer hospiiafe cqjeiL This is weteome. Vlfe nc^ 
to see the results on the ground- However 
many more patients are being treated, however 
much the wailing lists come down, if the local 
hospital is closing it creates an impression of 
a NHS in retreaL That is an unfair reflection 
ofaii the extra mouey and activity. There is no 
need for it to happen. 

A positive, alternative approach to Europe, 
offering Europe something better than Chan- 
ceilor Kohl's vision of Maastricht misery, 
would help. So too will positive campa^nieg 
on the big issues that worry people in their daily 
livK. In^icere Mr Blair is offering nothing. He 
now accepts Conservative spending plans with 
the addition of a tax on fuel and water. He 
accepts much of our law and order pro- 
gramme. His education spokesman admits the 
problems but offers no solutions. In the davs 
that remain. Conservatives must offer people 
a dioice: policies that can raise school stan- 
dard health quali^, and liviag standards as 
well as a programme fora Europe that works. 

The writer is Consenwive MP for WiMngham. 


Europe is a 
issue 
but health, 
education 
and crime 
must aE he 
addressed 
if this 

government 
is to be 
re-elected, 
argues 

John 

Redwood 


Avoid an 
expensive bank 
loan with 
one simple call. 

• A Diiecr Line Personal Loan is cheaper than a bank Joan. 
i,See table below.) 

• We'll lend you from to ;^ 15 ,rHX), subject to status. 

• No security or deposit required. 

• No arrangenient fee or complicated paper work. 

• Choice of payment date. 

• A great way to pay off your credit card bills and e.xisting loans in one go. 

• S. 1 W money. Simply call us now. 
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IS ENOUGH. 


WHO MYS? \ 


T he loagest election 
campaign in Britain 
this century poses 
one formidable chal- 
lenge for all the par- 
ties: how to condua it without 
driving all but the most train- 
spottery of political anoraks 
into mental hibernation. 

Yesterday's announcement 
by the Prime Minister, though 
long expeaed, had the usual 
galvanising effect of such 
events. At Smith Square and 
Millbank Tower, the activity 
was ^netic; at Westminster, 
members began sorting 
through their files, mapping 
out their movements and 
appearances, getting ready to 
their shows on the road. 
Even though a 1 May election 
bad been regarded as inevitable 
for weeks, oCflcial confirma- 
tion transformed the mood. 
The news yesterday that John 
Major was taldog his soapbox 
back to Luton, where on 
28 March five years ^o it maife 
its first ^pearance in his cam- 
paiijn, caused a frisson of antic- 
ipation. Battle had finally been 
joined. 

Six weeks on, however, we 
will be sick of the sight of that 
damn box. Already we've had 
more than enou^ weeping 
lions and Siamese Majors, 
joined at the head, to last us a 
good long while. Six weeks 
from now, one more chee^' 
Blair grin, one more blast of 
sub-Churchillian national hero- 
ics. one more charaaer slur, 
will turn us homicida]. One 
more gloomy, doomy scenario 
of Bnlain bankrupted and 
humiliated by either the machi- 
nalioos of Labour’s left or a 
Tory party lenninally riven by 
sleaze and Euro-scepticism will 
send us off our collective 
trolleys. 

Supposing the appcuvtcluks 
can see this - supposing that 
chinks of normal rbvlight can 
penetrate the riiambers wall- 
papered with slogans where 
these pec^lc reside • why, then, 
have they allowed John Major 
to take this terrifying gamble 
with our patience? 

One reason is simply that the 
Prime Minister had painted 
himself into a corner. As one 



Can we 


last six 



As we enter the long^ ge^^ decti^ carrqiaign in memory, 

Peter Pophaih 




insider put it, ‘‘John Major 
didn’t want to be the last per- 
son to announce the date of the 
election". As 1 May is the last 
possible date, there was no ele- 
ment of surprise to exploh. But 

announcmg the elortiOD this 
far in advance, may hope 

that he does not look as if he is 
bowing too fiearfrilly and belat- 
edly to the inevitable. 

There is also a sense in vtidefa, 
though now officialfy under 
y/ay, the warwill remain phoney 
for the next fortnight Until the 
House dissaves after Easter, 
MFs wiD remain locked into 
their Commons routines, and 
government burinesswill unfold 
with a hysterical semblance of 
normality. Only once April 
Rxils' Day is safely behind them 
will the MI^ b(^d their war 
buses and sally foxth. 

There is one other reason . 
for a long campaign. Ibry 
strategists nope that the more 
searching examination to 
which Ibny Blair must be sub- 
jected, the better the chance 
that waverers will decide that 
after all they do not like what 
they see. “A long election cam- 
paign will help to focus on the 
risks of Labour." one senior 


parly worker said.' ‘It's easier 
to Qirn news into propaganda 
than to turn propagancm into 
news; 50 in peace^une, outride 
a campai^, journalists are 
onfy iiiter»t^ in news stories, 
not argumenL That’s not.tnie 
in an election campaign. Con- 
servatives depend on the'ai;^- 
ments. We nave ooihii^ to 
fear from a proloi^d intel- 
lectual debate." 

In other words, the sooner 
the Ibries, as ministers, can 
sb^ doing things (which go off 
at haif-co^ or bkW up in their 
faces) and clamber up on their 
sot^iboxes, the happier they 

It is brave talk, which strives 
to turn to advantage the ftia 
that neither paify has max^ 
mote trinkets left to pull out 
from under tiie counter. The 
phoney campaign has been 
under for months now. 
ever since the autumn parfy 
conferences. The fireworls 
have all been exploded, the 
Tattooed Lady has done her 
stuff. All that IS left to titillate 
us is the priKpea of the bare- 
knuckle ^-u^L 

Of course the rimer intensity 
of activitv and excitement 


witiiin political drdes ov^ the 
next weeks will produce enough 
aoddental effects to distr^ 
the rest of os from time to time. 
Looking back over 1992, one 
recalls the great Jennifer's Ear 
cODtrove^, the lannching of 
the manifesto of the Natural 
' Law Parly the slogan, wor- 
thy of Eric Cantona, "0^ a 
new seed willyield a new ciop7. 
Tliea there were the fatal blun- 
ders of the last phase of 
Labour’s campaign, Ae laiinri^ 
of the alternative' buc^t and 
the triumiAalist Api^ Fbob’ 
Day rally in Sheffield- ' 

Such reckless celebrations 
of supposed foregone conclu- 
sions wQl no doubt be stu- 
diously avoided time 
around. Labour has run ah 
extremely ti^t ship ever since 
Hair took over as leader nearly 
three years agp, but yesterday 
the word from Milfoank was 
that it had got even tighter: to ' 
prevent contradictory mes- 
sages getting oat to feed a rav- 
enous Ibry press, an bids for 
interviews with Laboor must 
now be diannelled through 
the press office. Discipline ^ 
be even more rigorously 
imposed than before. 


This is an acknovdedgeincnt 
that or even because of 
his part/^ continmng exiraor- 
din^ m the opinion polls, 
the attention of the nation will . 
be relentlessly on Tbify Blair fc^. 
theoext rix weeks. And this is 
for a vety good reason: Ibay, 
we hardly know yoa We Imaiw 
- evetythingwe have had puriied 
at us.- from fish and chips to 
Christian sngialisfn 
Major is tike- some slightly 
seofy, down-at-heel uncle 
whose tedious moriolQ^tis one 
avoids at family gatherings, 
Blair is Qie prospective new 
son-in-Jaw; \llfe*ve e:q>erieoced 
the handriisJce and seen the 
grin, we've grinned back 
through severm sessions of 
inoons^ential bwter. But 
who really is'Uus man who 
claims this role in our. lives? 
Our acquaintance bos barely 
begun. 

It is a fair bet that Blair's 
mindexs are not goingto make 
it ea^ ft>r us. But for voters, 
tiying. to find out who the 
Labour leader really is will tsk 
tile main task of the next ^ 
wedks. Periiaps one's fear that 
this vrill be a boring timn {$ 
wSdIy mi^laced. 



I caught a trailer on the 
televirioD the other day 
for a programme called 
In Pevsner's Steps or On the 
Trail of Pevsner or 
something like ihat, and my 
blood ran cold. My mind 
weal back to the days when 
1 lived on the edge of 
museum circles, and just for 
a moment I felt the chill 


draught of that strange 


work 

For those who don’t 
know the name. I^vsncr 
was Sir Nikolaus Pevsner, 
who raastermiDded a series 
of books called 77ie 
Buildings of England, issued 
county W county. Each 
book lists an the buildings 
in ihe county which Pevsner 
thought of ti^lonc-dl or 
artistic intcresL and then 
lists details of the buildings. 
Nothing quite like it has 
been aiiempted anywhere 
else in the ivorld, and 
perhaps only a man with a 
meticulous tiennank 
background would even 
attempt it. 

The upshot is that if you 
land in an unfamiliar part 
of England, you can refer to 
Pevsner for a quick run- 
down ou the f^des in (he 
high street or to see what 
churches, castles, houses or 
town hails are worth a visiL 


Pevsner is not afraid to 
criticise bufldhigs he does 
not like. He de^'bes the 
Empire Hotel in Bath as 
“an unbelievable piece of 
jximpier architecture, 1901, 
by C E Davis ...The effea 
on the ME view of the 
Abbey Is disastrous. 
Moreover in the roof there 
are side by side a large 
Loire-style gable and small 
Norman-Shavian tile-hung 
gables. The Avon front is in 
the same frolicsome ^iriL 
What can have gone on in 
the mind of the designing 
architea?" 

But such personal notes 
are, alas, rare, and for the 
most part Pev^er contents 
himself with a dry list of 
details, such as; The nave 
S wall has odd elongated 
twD-lighl windows with 
arched lights and a straight 
hood which are said to dale 
froni the C18. Of the same 
date the blocked S 
doorway. Some medieval 
fragments buOt into the 
nave S wall Inside ..." 

1 can remember waJking 
around many such churches 
with my first wife, Pevsner 
in hand, trying to educate 
myself on church 
architecture, and it never 
occurred to me at the rime 
that what I was doing gs a 



Miles 

Kington 


variations on gaigt^es, 
arches, windows, doorways, 
tombs, fonts, chancels ... 
It's architectural train- 
^ttmg, that’s an k is. ■ 
TTie reason I dragged n^ 
first wife into this is thi| t it 
wasshe.wfao introduced me 
to tiiis world. Her fe^r 
wffianardiitecCyOn whose 
shelves 1 ttw Pevsner for 
the ffist ^e, and all the 
time I was mairied to her 
she worked in a musemfi , \ 
museum is Pevsnerland. 


Eveiythirtg is neatfy 

■ ■ belted, 


grown-up was what I hod 
done as a child, but with 
trains. When I was about 10 
1 sat on the edge of the old 
GWRline between 
Wrexham and Chester, 
making notes in Ian Allan 
train-spotting guides which 
Iffited ^ en^nes by dass, 
by weight, Ify date, by depot 
and, of course, by number. 
Pevsner is no different Ian 
Allan was to trains as 
Z^nsner was to buildings. 
No, as Pevsnerwas to 
churches, because if you 
ro^ through Pevsner’s 
guides you will find that 
most of his buildings are 
churches, and most of the 
details are endless 


docketed, and label.., 
sorted out and catalogued, 

acquired and accessed, laid 
out in rows or put in 
reserve, is that not so? Well, 

. up to a poiDt, Lord Gbpper. 
The fact is that behind the 
quiet fe$ade of the displ^ 
cases and uniformed 
warders there is as mudi 
blood ^t as anywhere else 

in the human jun gle ' 

Behind the doors marked 
private^ STAFF 
ONIY there are rivalries 
and vendetta^ ba^- 
stabbma and eye-gnn ging 
whidi are aA the 
■ riio^mg for taking place ffl 
a museum. There are 
, people, who think th^ 
should be beadkdf 
departmei^ there ate a m 
of favouritism Ifreed 


years of resentment, there 
are new directors bringii^ 
th^ prot6g6s.with them.. 

"One day 1 riboold like to 
write a TV coreedy set 
behind the scenes at a 

mnseuai,’^ 1 said to my first 
wifo, bloodstains and an." 

Tli^dneiter believe 
yduT she said: I thmic she 
have been right. 

. Now, for the first time in 
. age^ T hro t^n down iify 
tofo remaining Pevsner 
vdiiines from the shelves 

and what strikes me aa 

; strange about them as I 
reread is how full nf ihmy 
'titey are and how empfy of 

•'.penile. In Fevsoetland - 

houses 1^ but people'die. 

- An arehiteg-is ai dead name 
. .bin a cfaurdi is a living 

' th ing . ^ theimpoxfant 
■ people in Pevsneraie dead 

' already^ the IMi^ people 

are mCTgly owners who may 

- or rut PeiCTer 

: .with lus inquines into the 
0 ^ elongated fyvb-Ugkt 
' wuidclws.Asrsaid,iti$a - 
cold world. SomewfaeFeeise 
things are going on, 
somewhere bdiind a door 
'marked PRIVATE is (he 
^ritf of flesh and Hdodi 
butin Pevsneriaad 
^Ycrytim^ is cold and made 
ofatonel I axn not'entfrely 
■sdiiy tp be out of-ft.- • - t , 
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campaign comment 



Thatcher’s spectre 

juuituuesuL -, . .1-^ j% j_ 

matter who wins still haunts the least 


T he intelligentsia for chat- 
tering classes, as the 
ngbl-^g press prefers) 
has always had a tricky love- 
• ’ r£^ with Labour. The left- 
Mwlmiog da^ns of Hamp- 
■ indeed efveiy other 

^u*heeied iateOectuaf coterie 
in the- .land, have wailed and 

gnashed Uieir teeth over the last 

18 3 «ars, watching the Tory 

- vudals asset-strip society. How 
Jqr have prayed (well, no, they 
don't pr^) fOT the ZDomeot the 
heathen horde would be routed • : p. 

from the citadels of dvflisation. 

So,'bere we are. Now, at last lOy 

; the lime has come. Major and rvwnn 

his str^glmg band of warring '■'wniJ 

. axe about to be Mown Of f] 

The trumpets of young 
^itmbras are soundhm at the Titl. j 
^es. His fresh-faced, well-dis- lll 6 J 

dpUned aiiny, hungiy for gpv‘ 

ernnient,«iUma]£eabIoo(D^ CTOM 

tiiumpbant entry on to. a 
sta^Lhtered with the dead and . 1 ISCV 6 
dying who have fallen not at an . 
enemy’s hands, but under one ' WT*lH' 
another’s swords and poisoned 
chalices. *D 

Where, then, are Labour’s 
camp followers, the Intelli- 
gent^? Are the champ^ie QCfV&X 

socialists pc^iping their corks? , , ,, 

No. Wherever I go I find them DUt tl 
infuriatingly gnu^ng. They dis- 
counted Blair's triumph ages TtpIYI 

^ and now they affect a blasd ' 

indifference to die outcome of 'fltArr 

the electifxi. ‘’What’s the point? uUCSllJ 

^ca«,?n.ey«,utf.= 

Th^ hate Blair his smile and 
his hair, his cbuichiness. his fis- UT 

cal and his moral rectitude, bis. _ 
shameless writings in the Daily LSlJ 

/t/nzf and TAciiurt. hate his - 

clothes, and even hs guitar. . 

They hate his wife forlher 
dumWg-down guest-eifitcndiip af,diB ooolde- 
baldng housewives' magazine f^vm. They 
hate children for kx^ing too good and 
going to the wrong sdioals. 1 teep runni^ mto 
cognoseenri who claim that, throu^ a maid 
of a friend, th^faunv-he 1 ^ reverted to his 
I fatfaer's’Bayvahies.'diearavstxrt^ofKsitBS 


woricfoffce. If Labour raised it 
later to £4, then over 23 per 
cent of the woridbice would 
benefit - 6 nulliaa pfxjr peopla. 
Is it just because this pou^ has 
been knocking around for so 
long that people seem bored by 
it? 

What have 18 years oC'Ibiy 
govenunent done to the poor? 
lH|ried their numbers: 
times more people now live on 
incomes baow national 
Q average earnings. Many more 

' POHy have become actually poorv, 

Xwnbse - Q<3Mustrielafivety poorer while 
j uiFw average incomes under the 

COfTVn^tatDr Ibriesroseafeel-goodlSper 

- . cent, die disposable incomes of 

Of the Year the poorest lOthfell by 13 per 

oentHiegap betvroen the 
fWio/so-K est 10th and the lOtb poorest 
J-lie UcibLaU was at its lowest this century 
iw^renrA under the last Labour gcwem- 

Cl y W u ZZl^y . meot, and now it is at its high- 

r 1 . ‘j estforalJeaalOOyeais.'njose 

n3CV0 SJuTBSOY " are some of the worst scars of 
the Tbry yea» Do the cynics 
fUrT 'a, really beheve that Labour wfl] 
not improve these fignzes? 

^ ^ cynics, how 
exaetty are Labour going to do 
rrjviTJiwi n.T.. .tT.! Show us the colour of i 

gUVcrZllJJcJiLi ^eir money. Gor^o Brown 

v 1 . has. bonnd himself in iron 

out/. ll3i6 poor diains and locks, has put him- 

' _ self into a canvas b^ and is 

( y pTYIPTn h AT hangiog upade down from a 

crane to uow how finnly he 
tin?1 ^ ^tick to existing spen^g 

LUfeSlll. / W m p,^ for the next two years. 

\\a Yvff Whatishe,Houdiiii?Accord- 

LM3 UcttcT ULL jn^ to tbe Instimte of Fiscal 
Studies, the spending plans for 
UTKlfir every department are a cala- 

_ - mity - with health and higher 

IjSIDOUI/ education the worst sufferers, 

cut more deeply than ever 
before. Keaneth Garke never 
meant to stick to those figures: 
the Red Book was just his litde joke, a rubber 
Emmenthal cdieese frill of holes. Imagine 
Qarke's glee w^en Brawn chained idmself to 
tB eveiy mendadcxis word 
SO| .vAere’s the money ooming from? At this 
pdiad we leave the realms of vriiat*s on the 
record, of public pledges, of party znaotzas. 


by Donald 
Macintyre 


H er sworn enemies 
may like to think 
of her as a Mrs 
Rochester, lurking 
embarrassiogty in 
tbe attic. But she remains one 
of the domioanc figures of the 
late 20Lh century. She is still 
capable of casting her long 
sbOidow aver the election cam- 
pai^ as John Major implidtty 
admtted yesterday outside 
Downing Street when he clari- 
fied that he would be fighting 
less on his own SR-year record 
than on the whole iS ^ce she 
came to power. 

Lady Thatdier still makes 
news, wfakb is why she made 
her Mef appearance on a Bel- 
cavia doorstep to endorse the 
Qmservative Party and Mr 
Major yesterday. It was the 
least she ctuild do in the face of 
increasingly persistent evidence 
that she has been saytag in pri- 
vate words to the effect that 
Ibny Blair is a patriot and 
woulctot do Britain down. Her 
core message was dear enough. 
But her exhortation to “stay 
with us and Prime Minister 
Major until we cross the finish- 
ing line" bordered on the 
gnomic. She did not quite 
ei^lain what she meant tty say^ 
ing “Mr Blair is different from 
Pnme Minister Blair^. And she 
did not deny outright, as she 
had the opportum'ty to do. 
accounts of private musings. 

But even if she bad, we have 
Tribune’s report, less than 
friiolehearteti^^sznissedl that 
the editor of The Times,* Peter 
Stotfaard, bad Thatcher in mind 
when be quoted a very senior 
Conservative along those lines. 
We have the ^Odt word of 
the journalist, Thatcher disd- 
ple and Blair convert Paul 
Johnson that that is what she 
thinks.. I am now told that at 
two private dinners, one in 
New York for Nancy Reag^ 
and another recently for a dis- 
ttngiushed statesman in Lon- 
don. she said something pretty 
similar. This is be ginning to 
look anything but a chance 
slip of the tongue, 

^ why ^ould all this mat- 
ter? Phst a gigantic health warn- 
ing: Blair has never been 
ashamed about payiz^ trfoute 
to the big ecoooizuc c^ianges 
Thatcher made: induding trade 
union reform, which ^bour 
had tried and failed to do a 
decade earlier, and privatisa- 
tion, which it had never even 
dreamt of. But be has never dis- 
guised his view that she failed 
10 see the price the country was 
paying in tbe soda! decay, 
poverty and hopelessness suf- 
fered by those whom Major 
admicted on Saturday were the 
“have-nots". Blair has never 
shared Lady Thatcher's brand 
tribalsm, so dearly expressed 
when Peter Walker suggest to 
her those who bad not bought 
their coundl houses should be 
given them: ‘’What will our 
pet^le say if we give their peo- 


is juA ISO strong Thc^ibmw<3ierie’s Cubot .Instep we have to lead-their-li^ and trust that 
dsmishis'tniegukfingTii^.Th^faiwwhebas ''they flying tbnmghthefrtc^^ 


sacrificed eveiyihing in a Faustian pact with 
Murdoch er oi: if tbe Tory press are b» firioids, 
then he must be our «ne^. 

Then, over the next ^ass ctf frascati, thQrwfil 
ra:all the days of the Wilson government and 
bow he, too. betrayed them. In 19fi4, eaxty days 
of hope and gloiy, thw embraced Labour m 
the spoils, theatres, gallexies and semor com- 
mon rooms. What happened? WBson badoed 
the 'Sfietnam war and cu^usted them.with his 
pragmatic lade of princfole. At least, though, 
in 1964 they waited for Labour to be elec^ 
before th^ tum^ dirillastmed. 

1 find sttysetf getting waspish and soam with 
them. What dp they mean? Afier48 years, 
imagine the shock of a new government. Just 
watch the Pideford van turn up at No 10 like 
a nimbz^ with tea chesB to sweep aw^ 
John's and Norma's goods and diattels. See 
ea^ keen new Latour foce pose for a moment 
on the threshold of a new ministiy before 
plunging in to greet a civfl service most of 
whom barely remember a change of govern- 
ment. Dm't'. underestimate change for 
diange's sake. And that is before we consider 
Labour's consdlutiotial refonns; Scotland, the 
Lords and proportional representation. 

That's not bIL Let’sflart with the bastes how 
will the poorest people do? (Remember 
them?) Iff Labour's mfnm um wage is set even 
at a m^ty £3^ an hour, 4 million very poor 
wcukeis benefit - nea:^ 16 per cent of the 


uyeu Aop and think about it it is much eas- I 
iec to believe ib^ are lying than that they are * 1 
telling tbe truth. After aU. we know all polit- j 
idans lie at election time, so what's oew? Tbe 
dfference is that they u^ to lie ^ promis- 
iogwildlyeztrava^lspendingdeligbisweafl ' 
knew were imposSble. Now bofo parties lie the 
other way tchu^ promising preposterously ! 
strtagent spepdiog that efa^ cannot posibty i 
stick to. De^iite Brown's impresave feat up ' 
there, dangting from his crane, do you really I 
believe he wiQ destroy the Nm, education and 
sodal services in tbe next two years? 

Everyone is busy second^essing what 
Brown's dever moo^^aismg wheezes might 
be: £3bn by stopping mortage interest tax 
relief, £3bn cm the nuinied couples' aOowanoe, 
£2bn by maiting self-employedpay tbe same 
Natiomd Insurance as the iobn by taking 

tax esemptions off pensions. Wb could save 
£l6bn on the plannra 232 new Eurofi^ters, 
whose contracts we have not yet quite signed. 
Blair has swmn to stick to present defence 
spending, but do you re^.re^ believe him? 

Oh 1 see, say the cynks wearity, are you say- 
ing Vste Labour Because Th^re Lying? 
'Wen, yes. I find it is easier to beli^ th^ are 
iytng than that they are tellmg the truth. If Qor- 
doD Brown is not Harry Heudim. if be doesn't 
hare cridB for breaking out of lus self-imposed 
chains, tiien as ^aoc^or beTl be dead in bis 
bag before long. 


r:-" ;r# 





BMr has never been ashamed of paying tribute to the 
economic achievements of Thatcherism . . . But M^or 
must defend the whole 18 years, the bad with the good 


pie their houses? She did noi 
like the term “one naiioo". 
Blair lives and breathes ft. 

Rather unusuall>’. boih are 
interested is Ldeology. Both 
are. to co-opt a phrase of Ibny 
Beno's, teacher-poliUciaos. 
Botb wanted to eliminate old- 
style sodalisra. And in doing so 
she as ireti as he probably did 
a lot to save tbe Labour Party' 
from itself. Blair among Labour 
potitkiatis saw her strengths 
most clearly: when she fell in 
1990 be actually iboughi the 
fories had made an error by 
getting rid of her. And on 
Europe, tbe is»ie which Lady 
Thatcher pre^imabty has most 
in mind and on which she has 
therefore covertly done him 
the greatest service, sbe 
appears corre^ty to hate iden- 
tiJBed that he is ntH a seOer-ouL 
Which is understandable: tbe 
scei^kaJ lose of Blair's article 
in The Sun yesterday, drawing 
coveted approval ui the paper's 
editoriaL locate.^ bim. roughly 
speaking, as mid-period 
'Thatcher. (.AlKiut the time 
when sbe negotiated the hugely 


favourable British rebate ai 
Footainhleau and well before 
she lost her rug at Rtune II.) 
Even the pro-European in Blair 
recognises that some of the 
criticisms sceptics make of the 
EU are actually iruc. 

it may also be that Thatcher 
recognises a potentiaUy hege- 
monic figure when she sees 
one. David Willetts, one of the 
Major regime's chief ilieoreti- 
dans, told an audience in Bath 
Iasi week that Blair was embme- 
ing the ideas of We.si European 
soda] democracy just when they 
were being abandoned in con- 
linenial Europe, That has an 
elegant ring to iu but ii is not 
quite ri^i. Social Democnits in 
Germany. France, and else- 
where are now gripped by the 
Blair saga p^eci^v^ because 
they believe he is answering the 
question they huve failed to 
aD.swer how to be a successful 
party of the centre-left in non- 
corporatisi. dereguiaiory. free- 
trading Ijme.s, iS Blair wias it will 
have as energising and mod- 
ernising an eficci on (he Euro- 
pean left as Thatcher did on the 


free market right. He will have 
ienp-frogged European social 
democnicj. 

Major's role a.s legatee, 
despite yesterday’s cn3orsc- 
ment. is more coniplicaiej. He 
u»o is different from Thatcher. 
He has seriously aiienmied to 
make a fre.<h start In Eunipc. 
He genuinely wanted a “nation 
at ease with itself". He resisted 
turning the Gulf Mar into a 
party political issue before the 
1992 election. .And he is com- 
mcndahl)' resisting pressure to 
make immigration one now. 

But Major is imprisoned b\’ 
a ptest which he Jailed to cscupc 
when he look office. He never 
made, perhaps could not make, 
the big parn- o.^nference speech 


in I990wluch might have said: 
"We got many things right In 
the l^Os hut w'c got a lot 
wrong too. This is a'nevv gov- 
ernment. with a new 
apprc»aeh." The price he pays iv 
to have to defend the long IS- 
year record of this goverameni, 
the had tvith the good. He can- 
not pick and choose. Blair can. 

.And “time for a change” 
hccomivail the mi''re forceful 
an argument for his opponents 
when It is applied not just to the 
six yean: for vsbicb Major has 
been in office. That i.s one rea- 
son why it now looks as if those 
- Essex man. Worcester woman 
and Ford Sierra owner - who 
wvnt directly from Labour to 
Thatcher’s Conservatives in 
1979 have retraced their siepji. 
.Another » ihal Blair'.s irons- 
formulion of Labour makes 
him look a leader like her and 
not a manager like Major. .All 
of which she may realise when 
she pays him those compli- 
ments from lime to time. She Ls 
an honest woman - will she be 
:thlc to resists su>'ing so publicK' 
if and when Blair wins'.' 



Voters are too insecure to feel good 


FULL MONEY 
BACK GUARANTEE 


W hatever hametied to 
the feelgood factor? 
It has been taken as 
gospel by poUtictans tiiai if tbe 
counirv is prosperous and tile 
voters' speodiztg power Is nsiog, 
as is the case, then the goveni- 
ment that has brought 
about will be re-elecicd. TTiis is 
one reason whv John Major has 
deferred cajjiig the elec^ 
until he is within weeks of the 
completion of his five-year, 
term. He has wanted to^re the 
maximum time for the econ- 
omy to rebound- from the last 
recessioa and to grow so that 
voters would feel ever more 
eheciiul and re-elect the Con* 
servarives for reasons of pni- 
dence, if no other. Indeed the 
main tfojective of the Clanoei- 
lor of the Exchequer, Kenaefo 
Clarte, has for sane time 
to create a backdrop to the 
election in which the cowoan* 
is uroaeding fit is), unemploy- 
m^has f^RSubstantiaUy (It 
hasX inflatioD is subdued (never 
mure so) and hcHisc prictt are 
buoyant (another 
lite aiuatimi is not 
just that recovery from 
sion is conjpleic but lhai tlw 
British econoBK b belter pbeed 
than it to ixxo for o Jang 
lime. If voa look more broat^ 
than at the ^tatistieufor growth* 
uifiaiioo and fwreoi^incw*^ . 
vuu that in'in&asjroctm^ni 
*^c educatioD and flexibffityof 
she worid'orw, in the skills of 
management* in cfiidciKj* of 



Andreas 
Whittam Smith 

Theoldliiik 
between 
successful 
economic 
perfonnance 
and the 
prospect of 
vriniiiiigatthe 
pcJls has ended 


public services, the United 
lOngdom has closed mudi of 
the gap with its intemationa) 
competitors. Accordo^ to the 
Social Market Foundation, in a 
study publi^ied yesterday, the 
UK’s economic dedine relative 
to otiier European anmeries 
may have ende^ 

Hiis is an adiievement for 
. Conservative managmeni of 
the economy since 1^, and of 
. h^oric importance, it does 
notrank witii winniog tbe Sec- 
ond World but it is big. 
'Yet the opinion polls unani- 
mously and unwaredn^ indi* 
cate t^t the electorate IS going 
to huri the present govern- 
ment out of office. No doubt 
thm are many reasons, but 
wbat is undeniable is that peo- 
ple are feeling neither good 
about the economy nor grate- 
fill for its perfonnance. Why 
should this be so? 

Cofltraiy to all expectations, 
a low-infiatiop eoooomy turns 
out to be an uncomfortable 
experience. Throughout tbe 
great inflation of the Sixties, 
Sevmitiea and early Ei^ties, 
stable prices were held out as 
a golden project where all tbe 
tensioDS assooated with the ris- 
ing prices, strikes and the like 
would be calmed. Savings 
would be encouraged and 
investment would flourish as 
tbe uncertainty caused by infla- 
Doo vanished. Indeed indus- 
trial stoppages bare virtually 
disappeared and savers are 


doing exceptionally weD. But in 
the event the means r^uired 
botb to reach low infiao'on and 
prevent its recurrence are bru- 
tal and the disciplines it 
imposes are unpleasut. 

We find that governments 
cannot easily raise their budget 
deficits ab<^ trend, because 
international investors decline 
to hold the debt of tbe counuy 
concerned and the exchange 
rate dedhies. As a result, either 
the axe is taken to public 
jading or services are priva- 
tised or contracted out. At (he 
same time, an era of low infla- 
tion removes from business 
the old escape route of raising 
pri(^ costs ^t out of 
control Instead bu^ess finds 
itself subject to sporadic price 
cutting, as newspapers and 
book publishers have discov- 
ered focreased prices will oot 
sti^ Something has to ^e, 
and it is employmenL 

The fear of loring your job 
remains acute e%'ea though 
fewer people are claiming 
UDempioyment benefit. This 
insecurity pervades the ranks of 
management quite as much as 
it affects tbe factory floor or the 
warehouse or the vast open- 
plan offices full of men and 
women woridn^ at desk-top 
con^Miters. Any mdustiiai cenn- 
paity, any hi^-street bank, any 
focal aothcmty. any govern- 
ment depa^ent. any riiarity, 
aity educational establishment, 
any research laboratory, any 


branch of the armed services 
can suddenly announce a re- 
structuring that extinguishes 
hundreds of j(4)s. Job security 
has vanished, along with 
notions of life-time employ- 
mentor working for 40 years at 
(be same comiKiny and col- 
lecting a full pension. As well 
as this genera! fear, there is an 
extra concern fen* many people 
-will their sous and daughters 
find jobs? Before employers 
make ktng-setving staff redun- 
dant in some down-sizing 
proces, (he}' first siM lecruil- 
ing, 'The staiisiics for youth 
employment remain grim. 

Whether the growing dis- 
parity between a few, highly 
paid erecutives and the rest is 
geinng lo people and affecting 
their poUiical attitudes, it is 
impossible to say. What do Uie 
or^ary staff of National Wssl- 
minster Bank, faced as they are 
with a series of job-cuuing pro- 
grammes, tiiiok about the activ- 
ities of the dealers of NalWesl 
Markets wi^re tite chief excc- 
uthv, Martin Owen, who has 
presided over a £90m dealing 
la», has agreed to forgo 
£200,000 of a £500J)00 bonus 
as "an act of leadership". Apart 
from Mr Owen, a further h^tl- 
frti of senior executives at 
NatWesi Markets will together 
Iq^ a staggering ^SmofbQQus 
payments. 

If declining uaempioymeDi 
figures have masked a loss of 
job security, risine bouse prices 

\ 


have also changed their mean- 
ing. Tbis is because the unex- 
pected collapse in house price.’* 
during tbe early Nineties was 
traumatic. The nightmare of 
finding that your iKiuse wa.s 
worth less than your mortgage, 
the so-called neguih'e equity 
trap w)U remain in the memory 
of house owners for a long 
lime. The episode has perma- 
Dcnily reduced their confidence 
in property. When houses val- 
ues improve now'ada>‘s this is 
seen as limited good news. 
What can riite can also fiill - 
except that for generations, 
home owners believed that they 
were exempt from this iron law 
of the market place. 

In effea the arriv'al of iow 
inflaiion means lhai uncertainty 
has been transferred from 
savers ro people at w'ork. When 
Eddie Geuis^, Gcn'cmor of the 
Bank of En^and, announced a 
few' days ago that retail price 
inflation would fall below the 
Government's target of 15 per 
cent this year, if was superb 
news for savers and pensioners, 
and for the country ov’cr the 
long icmi. but it w'as of no par- 
ticular comfort to the hu.sinc'.’is 
community or their employees 
right now. And us Mr Major 
maywelldisaweron I May.ihis 
change has the further t^nse- 
quence that the old. reliable 
relationship between the pcT- 
formance of the economy a 
whole and wting inieniioos hits 
come to 00 end. 
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Economics Editor 


The Gcancial markeis reacted 
in time-honoured fashion to the 
prospect of an election cam- 
paign tw sendii^ the pound, gOts 
and shuc prices tumbling yes- 
terday- 

"U wasa bit of a knee-jerk re- 
acdon," said Bron^yn Curtis, an 
economist at City invx^sement 
bank Nomura. But she warned 
that the next six weeks would 
bring more volatility. 

Sterling lost more chan three 


pfennigs against the Deutsch- 
mark, Calling to its lowest level 
for six but also fell two 
cents against aweaker dollar. It 
ended at DM2.6840 and 
J1.5875. 

The FTSE 100 index closed 
down nearly SI points at 
4J73i«. Its fall was exaggerat- 
ed by more than 22 points be- 
cause of the unusually large 
number of ^are prices exclud- 
ing dividends from yesterday as 
their payment date approach- 
es. Long-term gilts ended near- 
ly a point lower. 


A weak start on Wall Street 
also helped propel shares in 
Loudon lower. The Dow Joues 
index was down 55 points at* 
6,880.70 mid-momiag. 

In a remarkable contrast to 
the Ci^s traditional attitude to 
the party, most analysts reckon 
New Labour can be trusted. 
“Over the years there has been 
a feeling that Labour has be- 
come a Tot more user-friendly 
as far as the City is concerned,' 
said Neil MacKinnon, chief 
economist at Citibank. 

‘There is 'just a residual fear 


about what a Labour Rivero- 
ment mig^t do," sakl Gerard 
Lyons at DKB. But be predirt' 
ed that any oafTowing in tl» par- 
poD le^ w^d cuneocy 
jitters because investor expect 
higher interest rates and a 
tougher budget if Labour beats 
the Conservatives. 

The wave of important eco- 
nomic data due this week also 
contributed to yesterday's 
nerves, figures due today for 
government borrowing in 
ruary are expected to be 
favourable thanks to the strong 



economy, although any sign of 
an end-of-year surge m public 
spending could hit gilts. 

Figures due later m the week 
on unemployment, earnings, 
retail pric^ retail sales and m- 
dusiri^ trends will be closely 
scrutinised for any signs of un- 
sustainably fast gtcniith or in- 
Sttllocaiy pressure. > 

House prices have continued 
to rise, according to a survey 
from the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Sinveyors yesterday. 
It said a noetb-south divide 
was re-emerging, with a short- 


^ of properties inflating pnoes 
in the south. 

“Nowhere is the north-south 
oonirast sharper than in London 
and its ennrons where Qly 
bonuses - of a nu^tude last 
seen in the 1980s - are helping 
to inflate prices in sou^t-ajfter 
areas,' the report said. 

Although no analysts expect 
the Chancellor, Kenneth 
Oarke. to take the fast pre-elec- 
tion opportunity to raise bor- 
rowing costs, after his 10 April 
meeting with the Governor of 
the Bank of En^and, this 


weelifs figuies could affect ibo 

chance ^a move straight after 

theXMayel^on. 

*The'assuiiiption is that Gor- 
donBrown would take Baok of 
Fnjriand advxoe to iocfease in- 
terest rates in or^.toes^l&h 
his ciedii^li^. is riot ex- 

pected to unveil any nasty sur- 
prises on economic policy," 
said Mr 1 ^d& 
l^fost of tile big iacemaqon- 
al and finance houses 

ba^ in the City see the elec- 
tioD campaign as a Uttle local 
difScul^. 


Some currencyexpeitt pre- 
dicted a more ffliBcult nde for 
the pound, however, because of 
eviofflce that the German econ- 
omy film ed the comer. 
Greater optimism about the 
outlook for the Continent's tra- 

ditioiiai economic powertKwse 

contributed to the Deutsch- 
inar lds Strength yesterday de- 
spite continuing unceilamQr 
about prc^jcctsfor EMU. Fig- 
ures due this week are expect- 
ed tci ^ow improved business 
confidence and retail sales. 
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Pearson to pump 
£150m into TT’ 


Patrick Tooher 


Pearson, ihe media and leisure 
aingii>merate under new man- 
agement. yesterday unveiled 
plans to spend up to £l30in on 
its flagship Financial Times 
newspaper over the ne.Yt five 
years as it reported sharply 
lower profits due to the recent 
discovery of improper accoiio- 
(ing Jt its Pen^in hook.pub- 
lishing subsidiary in the US. 

Richard Lambert, currently 
the longest serving editor on 
Fleer Street, is moving to New 
York for a year from July to 
oversee editorial developments 
for the Financial Tunes in the 
US. Andrew Gowers. depuQr 
editor, becomes acting editor. 

There was dis^)pointtnent in 
the City yesterdsw. however, that 
Maijorie Scardino. chief execu- 
tive. <tid not unveO the widely ex- 
pected restructuring of Pearson 
and the company’s shares dosed 
17.^ down at 756.5p. 

"It's going to be an evolution, 
not a revolution around here." 
she saud. This may sound like 
rmitherhood and apple pie but 
.. we are goii^ to act like a group 
not like an investment poroblio. 

"Whatever else wc do we arc 



Richard Lambert: Moving to 
New York from July 


goiog (0 work hard to improve 
the mi 


anrial performance of 
this group." she continued. "As 
lime goes on wc may change the 
business we're in. too. as we work 


toward being the first in a few 
hnpoil^t mwseis. But we won't 
be selling things just to be ti<fy." 

Ms Scardino was speaking 
after Pearson posted an 8 per 
cent increase in 1996 pre-tax 
profits before exceptional items 
to £28 1 m. But operating profits 
including one-off items fell 
from £2(S)m to £181m follow- 
ing a £100m charge taken 
against Penguin. 

The problems at Penguin 
weiv uncovered in Janu^ and 
relate to unauthorised discounts 
given by a middle-raaking back 
office employee. Christina 
Gaiacto, to customers in return 
for early payments. 

John Maldnsoo, finance di- 
rector, said Pearsnn believed the 


inegularities were the woik of 
"one rogue employee", adding 
there was no firm evidence of 
collusion. Her superior had 
been su^oded as a piecautioa 
pending the outcome of an in- 
vestigation by accountants Price 
V^terhouse. 

The FT is target^ the US as 
part of plans to invest up to 
£100m over the next five years 
to increase the papeFs circula- 
tion overseas. A nmher £50m 
could be spent on promoting the 
FT and on enhancing produc- 
tion in other Pearson infoiTDa- 
tion companies, many of which 
cany the FT brand. 

aim to achieve heroic cir- 
culation and heroic profit." 
said Ms Scardino. 

North America accounts for 
only 35,000 of total daily FT 
sales overseas of 130.000. Total 
dbrculation for the fiaper, in- 
eluding the UK, is about 


Analysts welcomed Ms 
Scardino decision to focus on 
the FT. "She’s going back to 
what she knows, it's something 
sbe understands," one broker 
said. Ms Scardino ran TAe 
Ewnonmt, 50 per ceot-owned 
by Pearson, before becoming 
chief executive. 

Ms Scardino also quashed 
speculation that its television 
busines, whidi bdudes Thames 
Television and Grundy, makers 



No revolution: Manorre Scardino (above) disappointed the Cfty by not unveflinga widei^ expected restructuring 


of Nei^tbours, was about to be 
sold to a £S0Om mana^meot 
bt^-oul team led tyGieg Dyte. 

She declined to identify I^- 
son’s activities, raising ^cu- 
lation that Lazards, the 50 per 


ceot-owned merchant bank, or 
even Madame Tussauds, the 
waxworks tourist attraction, 
may be up for sale. However. 
Ms Scardmo confirmed recent 
reports in Thelndependau that 


residual stalKsin pey-TV broad- 
caster BSI^B and SES, the 
Luxembouig-based Astra satel- 
lite owner, were up for sale. 

Pressure for root-and-branch 
change at Psaison has increased 


since .the disastrous, £3L3m 
acqiushfon in 1994 of Mind- 
scape, the US computer soft- 
ware developer, where losses 
last year reached £4Sin. 
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Luard in line for £6m windfall 
as Flextech signs BBC deal 


Patrick Tooher 


Roger Luard. chief executive of 
Flcxiech. was yesterday in line 
to nei more than £6m from the 
sale nf shares and the exercise 
of options as the satellite and 
cable broadcaster announced 
details of its pay-TV joint ven- 
ture with the BBC. He will also 
receive a £^0.000 bonus on 
ci:mipletion of the BBC deal. 

BBC Worldwide, the BBC’s 
commercial arm, stands to gain 
income of more than £6U0m 
from the launch of up to eight 
pa>-ic]evision channels in 
Briiain and abroad within a few 
j.'ears, according to TCI. Flex- 
lech's US parent. 


*1116 deal with Flextech to de- 
velop the subserfotion channels 
marks (he BBC's most signifi- 
cant step in commercial broad- 
casting. 

But depufy director general 
Bob Phillis, chairman of BBC 
Worldwide, insisted there was 
no risk to licence payers' mon- 
ey and that commeiinal adver- 
tising would not be associated 
with the BBC brand. 

"I want to make it quite clear 
that where programmes are 
funded by the licence fee. (hey 
will always, alwa>'s be seen first 
on BBC I or BBCZ" be said. 

The involves the creation 
of two joint ventures to combine 
the BBC's archive, scheduling 


and production skills with Flex- 
tech's funds and multi-chanael 
TV management and market- 
ing knowledge. The vast ma- 
jority of the programmes will be 
repeats, thou^ some joint pro- 
gramme productioa is emis^d 
a later sta^e. 

The main deal will be to de- 
velop and launch mainly digital 
new pay-lelevhion channels in 
Britain. The second invoKes 
bu^og out and developing in 
analogue, and later in diptal for- 
mats. Flextech and BBC W'orfd- 
wide will take a 50 percent stake 
in the two ventures for up to 30 
years. The service will be rolled 
out later this year. 

Flextech is contributing £22ro 


of equity and canjnake £1 18m 
in credit facilities available. 

Flextech. which also report- 
ed virtually unchanged («e-tax 
losses before exceptional cred- 
its forl996 of £16.8m, is buying 
out pay-T\' ebanneb UK Gold 
and UK Living by isuing 35 mil- 
lion shares to its owners, media 
groups Pearson. America's Cox 
Communications and BBC 
Worldwide. The deal b worth 
about £270m and values UK 
Cfold at about £2l0m and UK 
Living at £104m. 

In return, Cox, Pearson and 
BBC Worldwide will take a 
133. 5.6 and 33 per cent stal^ 
nKpectnefy in Flc.xtecb. It is be- 
lieved to be the first time the 



Roger Luard: £250,000 
bonus when deal is done 


BBC has taken a direct equify 
stake in a quoted company. 

Mr Luard plans to exercise 
options granted at 92p over 
fidQjOOn shores and sell these, to- 
gether with over 3D5.000 shares 
he alreatfy bolds. Last night 
shares ht Rexteeb closed dom 
2Ip kn*^at 75ip. 
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M&S - the Man Utd of British business 


Roger Trapp 


To lifelong football fan Sir 
Richard Greenbury. thb year's 
Quality of Management Awards 
were a dream come true that put 
him on a par with his beloved 
Manchester United. 

T^e accolade presented to 
him yesterday gave the Marks 
Jc Spencer chairman a hat- 
trick of wins, while receding the 
corpurate governance prize for 
the second year running also 


brought back-to-back doubles. 

But it b not just that M&S 
can be seen as the Manchester 
United of British business. 
British Airways and Glaxo Well- 
come. placed second and third 
respeatvely, might, in view of 
their consbtency, be termed 
the equivalents of Liverpool and 
Arsenal Last year, Glaxo was 
second and BA third, while 
the year before BA was third be- 
hind BTR. In 1993*s inaugural 
v’car the industrial group pre- 


vented M&S from making a 
clean sweep by knocking it into 
second place ahead of Glaxo. 

Since the awards were begun 
by market research company 
Mori and management devel- 
opmenl centre PA Sundridge 
Park only one other company has 
featured. ICI won the first qual- 
ity of governance award in 1994. 

The apparent dominance of 
such a small group led Gavin 
Barrett, director with Sundridge 
Park, (o remark that there was 


-inroiring gap]* between 
them and ine paef 


an awe-t . 

: pack. One of the 
objecth’es of the awards - de- 
cided by captains of industry. 
Cry in^tutions and busine^ 
journalists voting on such cri- 
teria as strategy, leadership, 
brand development and career 
management - was to identify 
in which areas British industry 
as a whole needed to improve. 

Evidence of the winning com- 
panics' olJ-round strength was 
demonstrated bv the fact that aD 


were impressK'e in tratlitioDa] fi- 
nancial terms. The portfolio of 
the lop-perfonning companies 
significantly outperforms the 
rest of the stock market in such 
areas as returns on operating 
cash and market value. 

Sir George Russell, chair- 
man of 3i and presenter of the 
awards, said the focus was or) 
"sustainable creation of share- 
holder value, arguably the 
largest pi^ of unfitiLched busi- 
ness in UK pic". 


Toyota looks at 
French fectory 


NDdiael Harrison 
and IGchard Lloyd Parry 


Ibyota yesterday confirmed it 
was studying the possibOify of 
buflding a £lbn car plant in 
northern France but industry 
analysts were divided over 
wbeUieT it was the best location 
for the Japanese car maker to 
expand. 

Responding to reports that 
the plant may be built on the 
outskirts of Lens, a French 
town close to the Belgian bor- 
der. a 'foyota ^kesmao in 
Tokyo saidb "Fwce is a possi- 
bilify. but so is Germany or tbs 
UK. Vfe are stiU sCudynig the 
possibilities and oothiog has 
been decided." 

If the factory to produce 

200.000 small Mfora-eJas cars 
does 00 to France, it will be a 
bitter blow to Tbyota’s Biimas- 
ton plant in Deibyshire. Output 
from BuDiaston^duetoriseto 

200.000 next year when h begins 
productionoTaseamdCoroUa- 
fype ntodel liftmg the woridbice 
from 2300 to 3,000. 

Reports that the plant may go 
to France foQow comments ear- 
lier this year by the presi^t of 
Tc^ota, Hiro^ Okuda, that it 
would have to review its Euro- 
pean investment strategy if 
Briiain stayed outside a sm^e 
currency. However, an^ysts 
saidy^er^ that Toyota could 
as easily site the plant in Bel- 


gium or centra] Europe whfle 
other industry watchers be- 
lieved the UK had not been 
ruled ouL pointing to France's 
h^ labour costs and traditioaal 
bistilifyto Japanese caniakers. 

Chrikopber RedL an ana^ 
at ING Barings in Tbl^, yajd 
France seemed the favoured lo- 
cation: *1 beard about this last 
week. At the time I codd bmd- 
ly believe it But my under- 
standing is that this comes from 
the top." 

However, KeyTEndo, a senior' 
vice president of Lehman 


in France is very weak. Eastern 
Europe is better in view of low 
productioa costs, parts sourdng 
ud a potentially sharp growth 
in the car maritet there." 

G^l Rl^ptofessorof mo- 
tor industry economics at 
Cardiff Univerrily, said; **1116 
question for Ibyc^ is whether 
they want to put all their eggs 
in one basket as N&san h^ 
done. France is intereg ring but 
so is BeUhun and cenbd Eu- 
rope and althou^ a second 
plant at Buznaston is hot the 
racing certainly it was there is 

stin evaythh^ to be i%ed for." 


Argos 
prepares 
for £lbn 
spending 
spree 


♦> 


Nigpel Cope 


Argo^ the catalogue ret^er 
vritkh shodted the market whh 
a profits warning in Jannaiy, 
safo it was pr^jared to spe^ up 
to £lbn on a UK acquisition. 

Mike Smith, chief etecutive, 
gftirt he had a l&t of targets in 
the toys, elecoicals and jewelle^ 
market^ though he was not in . ^ 
any talka. He would not com- ^ 
ment on posable interest in the 
liolewo^ bi^ sli^t stores 
whiefa were recent^ put up for 
sale, or in the Brit^ jewellery 
businesses of Signet the H 
Samuel and Ernest Jones re- 
tailer with which ft has been 


Unked m the past 
Id be I 
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*'We would be prepared to 
look at turnarouneb or at some- 
thfns in the frinuture, spoils or 
leisure markets," Mr Smith 
said. 

Aigps still has £l 14m of net 
cash after year's £IZ7m 
special dividend. Mr Smith said 
Argps would coosder returning 
carfi to shareboldezs if no suit- 
able acquisition taiget could 
fbund. He was speaking as 
Algos announceda Mpercent 
increase in pre-tax profits to 
£141in.MrSimtbaisodet3iled p,! 
the reasons behind the January 
profits warning which was then 
attributed onfy to apre-Christ- 
mas sales slowdown. 

The compaiw saidsales in its 
k^ maitets of toys, electricals 
and jewelleiy were down due to 
a decline in the isaikeL How- 
ever, Argos said it had grown its 
market ^are in those sectors. 

It also said it had made mis- 
takes in . its pre-Qiristnias 
staffing policies. Temporary 
staff had l^n faired too 1^ and 
given in^equate t raining - This 
led to loi^^ queues at tills and 
a h^er level of Nralkaways" 
where customers give up wait- 
ing and go elsewhere. 

Argos said sales in toys, elec- 
tricals and jewellery had re- 
covered strongiy and were 
showing double-digit like-for- 
likB sales increases. Group IDc^ 
for-like ;^es are currently 7 per j|k 
ceotahead. ^ 

Argos is set to expand in Hd- 

land and will open five stores A 
there next February. Start-up 
costs wfl] be around £5iii' thu 
year. 

Tfairty-eight stores were 
opened last year, taking the to- 
t^ to 404. There are now 10 Call 
& Collect outlets where cus- 
tomers call to place orders and 

collect the goods the foilowmg 

d^. TWo further Fnst Shop 
stores haire been developed as 
Algos tests the concept of sell- 
ing dectrical goods and con- 
sumer durables at lower prices. 

The shares dosed 9.5pbieh- 
crat648,5p; 
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IJ yovr Building Society is turning into a bank 


LAUGH 


oil the way to the Building Society. 
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Sanguine markets must look again at Labour 





diaDeage Jar the financial markets dnr- 
^gtne six>week slog to polling day may be 
JO Slay awake as much as anything else A 
LatKW vicloiy has been so heavily dis- 
pou^ and the phon^ elecUon campaign 
^ oeen mnning for so lone that it wiD 
more thm the spice of John vs Tbm, Jive 

-Neverpieless, Mr Major has deaiiy de- 
teiMed ^a| the long haul - 45 days at the 

Dustings, foe longest decckm campaign this 

“ B the best route to staying in pow- 
er. s tme enough to espose Labour’s 
Randal uliteracy and fiscaijiresponsibil- 
liy wtiile aLUotwing a steady flow of good eco- 

nomc ne^ to filter forouglu 

The initial reaction from the markets 
might suggest that his stratew has got off 
to a good Stan -r foe pound down agamo 
the Deutschmark and dollar, gilts ^half 
a point and the Footsie.tumbwg by more 
I o,™ points as the prospect of Ibny 

Biair^s first cabinet looms large. IJUte most 
knee jerk reacfiotts, however, ihiy one may 
well prove wrong. 

_ Adjuring for the number of stocks go- 
ing.eX'-dlvidend, tfae'response from theeq^ 
uity. marife ts to. foe oamuig of election day 
was less marked than that from foe foreign 
exchanges. In the event that Labour does 
form foe next government, it ought to be 
the other way around. 

Gordon Brown has banged on for so long 
about fiscal rectitude, balanced budgets, 


low inflation and the need to cost eveiy 
^nding pledge, that it is difficult to gelt 
a cigarette paper in between the two main 
parties on macro-ecoaomic policy. If an in- 
coming Labour government does find it- 
self confronted with a sterling crisis, it is 
more likely to be about how to control ster- 
ling's rise than prevent it from falling 
through the floor. 

The outlook for the corporate sector is 
much less promising. Labour's pledge not 
to raise either foe basic or high rates of tax 
looks ominous. The obvious target now that 
these this avenue has been closed offmust 
be companies, since neitfaer companies nor 
the pension hmds that provide their cap- 
ital possess votes. 

So far foe onfy tax-raising pled^ is foe 
I windfall levy on the privatised utilmes. But 
' will a Labour government be able to resist 
I fiddling with corporation tax? And will a 
, Labour government be able to resist 
fuxlber restricting, perhaps even abolish- 
ing the tax credits that exempt funds en- 
joy on dividends? 

If the latter were to happen then it would 
take a ICVper cent correction on the equi- 
ty markets to maintain current yields. The 
markets are perhaps being more sanguine 
about the prospect of a Labour win than 
th^ ought to be. 


F lextech or the BBC - who's got the bet- 
ter part of yesterday's deal to com- 


inerciaiise the BBC's output of program- 
ming? Flextech puts up all the money but 
foe BBC provides all foe programming. The 
que^on is which is the more vaJuahte * For 
choice, the BBC would plainK- have warn- 
ed to do the whole thing itself, and but for 
the idiocy of policj' mal^is when they last 
remote the tfoartcr. it would be able to. As 
it is the BBC is prevented from borrowing 
anything or putting up any pan of the li- 
cense fee as risk capital. 

In order to commercialise its produn and 
enter tbe fast growing uibscripticm TV mar- 
ket, then, the BBC has to rely on external 
sources of capital: some part of its 
birthright has to be ceded, and quite a 
birthright it is too. The Hextech joint ven- 
ture gets first call for digital subscripiion 
TV on all new progr amming produced by 
the BBC as welt as vast archive. This is 
something that over the years has been paid 
for by the Briti^ public out of the licence 
fee and its value is preny much incaJcula- 
bte. All that we do know is that it must be 
worth a very large sum of money. 

What this dem with Flextech means is 
that half of any money eamt from the 
BBC's programming via subscription TV 
will in foture go to an outude party. Flex- 
tech’s input is Its marketing acumen (which 
giveo that foe com^^y has never made a 
profit must for tbe time being he viewed 
as of questionable quality) and up lo 
£130m of equhy and debt. For many of us. 
that might seem like a rather small price 


to pav for all those billions of pounds worth 
of licence fee investment. 

Both the BBC and Flextech. moreover, 
believe the venture will prove highly lu- 
For all wc know foe licence fee may 
b\’ then be a dim and distant memory by 
the time this agreement is up^ for renew^ 
thirts' years from now and h will all be sub- 
scription TV and video on demand. Id ihoK 
circumstances, the deal with Flextech will 
look like even more of a giveaway. 

The upshot is that to view this deal as foe 
BBC getting half of something for nothing 
is probably the wrong wayof looking at it. 
A better wav would be to say that tbe BBC 
is. in fact, gning awa\' a highl>' valuable com- 
modity for next to nothing. But if this is 
what is happening here, it is because the 
poor old BBC doesn't have any option. In 
foe circumstaaces it has probably done as 
good a deal as it could have hoped for. 


improve Pearson's lot. This is much more 
in tune wHth the old way at Pearson and 
some in the City will no doubt be disap- 
pointed by ii. But there may be something 
in it. Whether investors arc prepared to give 
her the time she needs for the evolution- 
ary approach lo work remains to be seen. 

The £150m investment in the FT plain- 
h' makes sense. The pink un's stix^ng brand 
name is an obviously under-exploited as- 
set. particularly overseas and especially in 
the US, where it ought to be selling far more 
than the 35,0011 copies it shifts at the mo- 
nieni. The FT very much falls into the cat- 
egory of ‘old' media but at least it is a 
business Ms Scardino and the rest of the 
Pearson board understand. TTie same can- 
not be said of Mindscape. 

In any ease her plan to unitate Gen 
MacAribur mav be more than just empty 


rhetoric. Ms Scardino won't specify which 
bu-sincsscs she plans to sell in her dm'e for 


S hortly before Marjorie Scardino took 
charse at Pearson she told a colleague. 


^charge at Pearson she told a colleague, 
in no uncertain terms, that things needed 
shaking up at this sleepy old media con- 
glomerate. She summed up her slralegy by 
quoting her compatrioU General Douglas 
MacAnhur have a good plan, executive it 
violently, and do it today. 

Just 49 days tmo her new job. and Ms 
Scardino seems to altered tack a bit. Evo- 
lution. not revolution, she insists will be her 
guiding principle in the long campaign to 


more focus, but it is clear she is looking at 
companies where Pearson does not have a 
controlling slake. This would include 
BSkyB. where Pearson still has a 4.3 per 
cent stake, and SES. the six per cent-owned 
Asira saieUile group. But it miglit also take 
in Lazards. a previously sacrosanct 
investment. 

These three disposals could raise up to 
£lbn for Pearson - enough to buy Ms 
Scardino the lime she needs to answ’er her 
critics. Until then the City should defer 
judgemenL 


>pref 




Graham 


Elizabeth Forsyth, j^ed for 
five years for handling rash 
allea^ stolen tw her boss, Aid 
Na^. walked free fiw the 
High Court yesterday. 

Last ^ril Mrs Forsyth, 60. 
was competed on two ocKmts of 
hantfling £400,000 that tbe proGr 
ecutiott daimed was ^len dur- 
ing the collapse of Asil Nadir’s 
£l.3bn fruit to electronics busi- 
ness empire. PbDy Peck Inr 
temalian^ 

Mrs Faesyfou Mr Nadtr;s dos- 
cst business associate in Lon- 
dcm,!^nt lOmonfosinjafland 
was released on b^ at foe 
start of her appeaJ in Jannaiy. 

Yesterday after her comnctkxi 
was quashed and she was awar- 
ded costs estimated at mere 




Ijtbaa Xlm, she said: 'Tliis has 
*bcen banging over my b»d for 
.seven years now. 1 bietieve tbe 
Serious ^ud Office tikd to 


Her act^nittal joins a list of. 
embarrassing setbadts in court 
for foe Serious fteud Office 
that include MaxweU. Guin- 
ness n, Guinness IV Brent 
l^Iker, Kue Arrow and foe 
notorious Roger Levin case. In 
defence of its record, the SFO 
claims that of a total of 349 de- 
fendants 219 had been con- 
ricted and that at least one 
dddidaot, usqally the principal 


In Brief 


« Scottish AmicaMe Finance has received final bid offers from 
Abbev National, A34P Society and.Prudential Corporation and 
will make a recommended proposal by the end of March. 
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found that the judge in Mrs 
Forsyth’s ori^al prosecution, 
Mr Justice Tucker, had misdi- 
rected foe jury. 

At the appeal court yester^ 
Lord Justice Beldam, sitting 
with Mrs Justioe Bracewell and 
Mr Justice Mance, took just 10 
minutes to deliver foe delayi^ 
verdict, although tbe writieu ac- 
count of their deliberations ran 
to 50 p^^es. 

Outside the court Mrs 


Forsyth, who has been sup- 
ported by her 510-year-ojd 
mother and son Ian McAtpine 
said: “1 hope the SFO offers 
compensation for 10 mootbs' 
wrongful imprisoomeoi. If tiiey 
don't 1 shall take legal advice as 
to how to secure appropriate 
compensatiotL My conviction 
was hot quashed on tecfanidl 
grounds, foe appeal judges 
clearly taught that this was a 
scapegoat prosecution." 

Mrs Fbisytfa plans a short 
lamib'^ holiday in Scotland. But 
yesteaday vrithin 30 minutes of 
foe jud^ent she had phoned 
Mr Nadir in Nicosia, oorifaem 
Cyprus, to relay her good news. 
**lie was delated on my behalf 
and J expect lo go out to visit 
him on a business trip within foe 
next month or so." she said. 

“1 believe Mr Nadir wiU 
ultimately be vindicated and 
that inve^rs in PoUyFeck will 
be properly compensated." 


Asfl Nadir: ‘Ready to return 
to UKfor a juc&cial inquiry’ 


offend^, was convicted in 75 
per cent of the cases brot^L 

Mr Nadir was in d^ant 
mood yesterday when be beard 
of his fonner colleague's legal 
victory. Speaking from his oGScc 
m theTurltish half of Nicoaa in 
Cyprus, he said: *T am delight- 
ed at foe news. Now all that is 
reqitir^ Is fora jufodal inqiuiy 
into the handlir^ of this whole 
matter and 111 be back." 

Mr Nadir fiew to Cyprus by 
private plane to May 1993 after 
a two and a half year SFO in- 
vestigation had produced 
charges that he had stolen £30m 
from PdUy Feck and bad taken 
part in fwe accounting exer- 
cises. 

However, the appeal court 



Lang speeds 
up gas price 
con^etition 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Delighted; Elizabetii Forsyth yesterday after a court overturned her convictions. She 
said she hoped the SFO would compensate her for 10 months' wrongful imprisonment 


A further 2.5 million homes, 
could be able lo choose their g:u> 
supplier in Ociober. accelerat- 
ing the move ioward.s full 
domestic competition by as 
much as six monfos. the Cjov- 
emmem said yesterday. 

However, ft aUo emerged 
that about 1.500 households in 
the latest compeiition trial in 
Kent and Sussex, which began 
earlier this month, have com- 
plained about problems with foe 
process, casting doubt on 
whether an accelerated na- 
tional programme would be 
trouble-free. 

Ian Laj3& President of the 
Board of Trade, announced 
changes to the existing legisla- 
tion. which said national cc«m- 
petiiioD cannot stun before 
1998. The provisionaJ timeiaWc 
involves the next phase, in- 
cluding Scotland into North-cast 
England, beginning in the 
1 autumn with ^'C further stages 
' ending with Greater London 
i the following April. 

Most iadependcni ga.s supply 
' companies raking pan in (he 
first two trials in foe south of 
England have been strongly 
pushing for a quicker limeiable. 
Caroline Harper, managing 
director of Amerada Hess Gas. 
said she “wholeheunedly sup- 
ported" the move. 

The decision also represents 
a victory for Clare SpiMiis- 


woode. the industiy regulator, 
who has pressed to speed up 
competition. So far choice has 
been extended ro about J mil- 
lion homes in the South, of 
which more than 250.0CI0 have 
moved from British Gas. lured 
by discounts of up to 20 per cent 
off biUs. 

British Gait’s pipeline oper- 
ation. TransCo. argued the new 
Ociober target represented a 
“considerable challenge" and 
said it still preferred to start tbe 
procei» no earlier (ban next 
April. The DTI said its new 
timetable wa.s “subject to foe 
readiness of computer .wsieois". 
a reference to TransCo’s doubts 
about whether it can speed up 
the introduction of new com- 
puter ^'stems in eitch of foe next 
phiWfs which track cusiomers as 
they switch supplier. 

'fhe Oas Consumers Council 
warned prot>lems in the latest 
Stiutb-east trial could hold up 
competition. Tbe GCC re- 
vealed that hundreds of house- 
holds in Kent and Sussex have 
either been wrongly moved 
from British Gas to a new sup- 
plier. or have not been .swiiched 
to a new gas company despite 
signing a new contract. 

Sue Slipman. GCC director, 
said she suspected either 
Tran.sCo or the new suppliers 
had tnfred up the customers' ad- 
dresses and meter numbers. 

She added: “We don't think 
ibis was down to fraudulent 
dixvr^tep selling." 



* Wammw ww sqjd c p miti er pial prc^Tty moiket coQclitioas Con- 
tinued to mqxove last year despite a disappcwting riso in foe Com- 
pany’s net asset v^ue during 1996 frum 376p to 3^p. right at 
the iXHtom of analysts* eiqiectations. Imll-year figures were u- 
jeornpanied by detaffi of an £84Sm developnient programme in- 
^cludiog reftzibisfazneaisof Ldaadoo'sBreat Czosssfaopgingceptre 
and Blrnun^iain's Bull Ring. A final dividend of 7.^p made a 
•4l full vear total 13J2p, up 5 per cent 

• ' iDvestinent cohuan, page 22 


Tyco secures ADT with 
$5.6bii friendly offer 


Lonrho share price sags 
on warning over sterling 


David Usbome 

New Ybrk 


« In a fi«sh hint thai foe US federal Reserve m^t raise in- 
icrest rates after its Open Market Caxamittee meets next week, 
Robert Parry, presicknl of the San Francisco Fed, said ft must 
be ready to head off ftitura inflatioa. Speaking in Cermai^. be 
said: “We must be reaefy to act to head off an increase in infla- 
tion before they show upin the inflation data." 


• Sir Ridiard Sjtes, chief executive of Glaxo Wellcome, has net- 
ted a paper profit of neaiiy £1 An after exercising options over 
iharcs worth £4.4m at the current price. Sir Richard sold enough 
of foe resulting 394.000 shares to meet foe £2.6m cost of exer- 

cisine the options and an assodaredca^tal gains tax bill of around 

£500,000. The deal increased lus stake hi the company a net 
108,476 shares to 33J,.551. 


• Britthi‘sCoriihfflIiisiiraBce,panofGermaninsurerA^^ 
Group, announced 1996 profits down 16 per ccnl from foe 
vious^'s record level to £6I.6m. RayTieea, Cornhill s chief 
exccuilWB. said foe figures were satisfactory m an extremely t^- 
genera! insurance fell to £30m 

from £46.1m and We profits to £S.9m from i6.9in. 


I Tbe bitter battle for control of 
ADX foe burglar-alarm com- 
pany headed % British entie- 
, preoeur Michael Ashcroft, 
appeared to have ended yes- 
terday after the announcement 
of a S5.6ba frirndly of- 

fer from 1^co International, a 
maker of fire and sa£^ ^ems. 

*1116 deaL already approved 
by foe *^00 and ADT boards, 
b a blow to Vi^em Resources, 
a Kansas-based utility giant 
that had been struggling since 
last y^r to make ground with 
its S3.^n (£2.2bn) hostile bid. 

Tyco, which makes a dhersi- 
fied range of products incKid- 
jng packaging and medical 
gCKKb, agreed to play the role 
of 'Vhite kni^t" by offering 
ADT sbarefaoldeis $29 a share, 
against the S22ii0 put on foe 
table tv Western R;^un;:es. 


Shares in ADT (he leading 
home-security fiiin in Britain 
and foe US. jumped L5 per cent 
in early New York trading from 
a Friday close of S21.75. 

The deal was welcomed by 
Mr Ashcroft, whose empire 
also includes car auction inter- 
ests in Britain. “ADTs com- 
mercial and industrial 
businesses are an excellent fit 
with 'Qroo's Fire and Safety Ser- 
vices group." he said. “Thb 
merger will enhance ADTs 
ability to continue its growth, 
not only in Nonh America and 
the United Kingdom, but in all 
parts of the worid." 

ADTs 230 offices in 10 coun- 
tries will be mergiedwifo foe 300 
offices of '^fco's Hre and Safety 
unit in 50 countries. The cuirent 
head of Tyco ~ which b unre- 
lated to the '^'co toy company 
- Oenns Kc^owsld, will le- 
maiu chairman after the 
merger. 'Ihe lyco name will 


also be retained. IVvo b based 
in Exeter. New Hampfoirc. 
ADT has its operating home in 
Boca Ralon. Florida. 

Under the deal whkfa should 
be compiled by 1 July, wiU 
end up owning 64 per ocni of 
the shares of the new company 
while ADT shareholders will 
have 36 per cepL .Among the lat- 
ter may be thwarted Western 
Rcsourees. which currently 
holds a 27 per ccni stake in 
ADT W»tern Resources had 
no comment yesterd^'. 

The Struve over ADT 
started las summer when a 
takeover agreement was imnck 
with Whync Huizenga’s fast-ex- 
panding Republic Industries. 
The deal collapsed wheu Re- 
public's share jxrice plunged. 

Home security firms have 
become attractive targets be- 
cause of the (^iponuniiies they 
offer to gain contact vrith house- 
holders. 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Lonrho became (he latest vic- 
tim of the strength of sterling 
yesterday, warning that the 
soaring pound would com- 
pound flaggms precious metal 
prices (o leave half-year profits 
as much u.s a third lower than 
lust year. The mining to hoieb 
group’s shares tumbled 19.5p at 
one point before closing 125p 
lower at I45p. 

The trading statement, which 
the company issued to slow ils 
.chare price which had appreci- 
ated 36 per cent in the past three 
months, follow'ed hot on foe 
heels of speculation in the 
w'eekenJ press that Lonrho is 
haring problems negotiating 
the sale of ils Princess hotels 
chain to Saudi investor hince 
al NVuleed. 

The planned break-up of 
Lonrho into its constituent 


parts has been dogged b\' delut-s 
including the abandonment of 
proposafs lo make a public of- 
fering of il.s Metn^pole and 
Princess hotel chains. It has de- 
clined to put u timetable on the 
final stage of Lonrhn's dis- 
memberment. the spin-off of its 
.African (rading ppcralion.s (O 
leave the company us a pure 
mining play. 

Lonrho is one orihe wxtrld's 
largest gold and platinum pro- 
ducers. It owns 41 per cent of 
Ghana's Ashanti Goldfields, 
the world's eighth-laigest gold 
producer, and has majority 
slakes in Western Platinum and 
Eastern Platinum, which to- 
gether produce a tenth of the 
world’s production. 

Gold traded reccnih' at S35Z 
an ounce, down 15 per cent 
from its recent high of S415 in 
Februan 1996. Platinum 
slumped' 10 as little as S350 an 
ounce in February of this year. 


down about 1 1 per cent from ib 
high of $430 a year ago. 

Lonrho said the price drops, 
combined with the pound's 
strength againsl .African cur- 
rencies . would pu-sh prL’-ia.\ 
profit dowm as much as 33 per 
cent in the six months that end 
in March. 

TTial would imply a profit fall 
of about £19m from the £5Sm 
pre-tax profit in the same 
period a year ago. Lonrho re- 
ports its figures in late June. 

Analysts took a sanguine 
view of the aimouncemenL "We 
all know (hat bullion prices 
were low; really there shouldn't 
have been anv surprise." said 
Ian Rennardson. an anaKst 
with Credit Lyonnais Laine. 
•'But the share price has run 
ahead of itself, and the conipan\' 
HUS getting eoncemed ^ui e.v 
pcciaJions." He said he would 
cul his forecasi for the full vea*- 
by £2lhn to about £lbOm. ' 


Murdoch buys Heritage Media I Af 'fOITClable 


New York -Ru^rr Murdoch's 
News Corporation is spendii^ 
$IJ5bo (£850m) to dcquire 
Heritage Media, the Dallas, 
l^-based spetaalist In in- 
store marketing and c^ieratof ^ 
several television and radio 
stations across foe US. writes 
David Usborae. 

News Corp insisted, however, 
that its interest in Heritage was 
ils fflarketiog assets which 
would conriderably bolster 
own. The broadcast units - six 
network-affiliated television 
stations in prime US maikets 
and 24 radio laaiions - will be 


sold after foe deal is closed. 

“Heritage's marketing ser- 
vices operations are a great 
complement to our existing FSI 
[free standing inserts] busi- 
ness," Mr Murdoch said in a 
brief siaiemeui in New York. 

News Corp has offered to ac- 
quire Herit^ for stock valued 
at S754m. A subsidiary of News 
Corp will be the buyer of Her- 
ha^ and wOl p^' the equivalent 
of S20Jfl for each of Heritage's 
3S.6 million outstanding shares. 

in addition. News Corp has 
agreed to take on about SbOOm 
in Heritage's outstanding debt 


Tbe auquistion festiU subject to 
approval bv Heritage share- 
hraders anif federal regulators. 

The pniKiple marketing arm 
of Herilage is .^nxncdia, which 
provides in*siore marketing 
support !br40.0nilsupcrmarkeLs 
and pharmacies world-wide. Its 
dhect moricetiag unir s D1M.AC 
Mm-kcting Corp. 

Heritage targeted by as 
a perfect fit with News Corp's 
US'hased subsidiary, News 
America FSL whkfo publishes 
free-standing pramoijonaj ma- 
terial foal is inserted into news- 
papers and magazines. 
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Clays 
dives into 
:43m loss 






Magnus Grimond 


English China Guv'S, the world's 
biggest pri'idaccr of kaolin, yes- 
terday .sIcLshcd ius llnui divi- 
dend by more than 35 per cent 
and unveiled £95ra of excep- 
tional charges as it acknowl- 
edged strategic mistakes had 
been made in the past. The 
charges and the difficulties ex- 
perienced by its customers in the 
paper industry plunged the 
group to a £42.9in loss for last 
year, against profits of £95. Im 
before. 

LawTcnce Urquhart, the 
chairman. dc.scribed the year us 
one of "rcslnjcturing and re- 
newal" for the company against 
the background of severe vol- 
ume decline in the paper mar- 
ket and "the lowest point" in the 
turnaround of the speciality 
chemicals business. The cut in 
the final dividend from 11.2pto 
7p. reduces the total by a quar- 
ter to 12.5p. “This annual rate 
of dividend represents a base 
from which the directors con- 
sider the company can generuie 


dividend growth in future". Mr 
Urquhart said. 

lite reduction was signalled 
at the thne of the interim results 
in September, but the shares slid 
Sp to 207d>p yesterday. Nick 
Wilson, analyst at Kleiowort 
Benson, said he was expecting 
the dividend cut but thought it 
should have gone further. "Cer- 
tainly down to lOp and you 
could have argued for lower 
than that" Meanwhile, the ex- 
ceptional charges were higher 
than he was expecting. He has 
cut his forecast for the current 
year from £69ni to £6Sm and 
warned that the group's future 
depended on a revival in the 
paper industry. "Until we see 
thaL {management] haven’t 
done enough to bme them- 
selves out.. . . The shares will still 
drift lower until we can see signs 
of a recove ly under way." 

Of the exceptional costs, 
£84.9m relate to asset write 
downs, niainiy at Georgia 
Kaolin, a US paper minerals 
business acquired for Its reserves 
at a cost of S355m (£210ml in 



Lavrrence Urquhart: Reached ‘lowest poinf in the turnaround of the chemicals busirtess 


1990. The group is now writing 
off some SlOOm of the S250Tn 
carrying value of those assets 
and Dennis Rediker, who took 
over as ECXT chief executive 
from Andrew Teare at the 
beginning of 19%. acknowl- 
edged yesterday that the group 
had pvrerpaid for the business. 

Mr Re^er said '‘the ma/or- 
ity” of the trading profit decline 


from S60.2m to SJR&n in ECCs 
American and Pacific opera- 
tions related to Georgia KmUil 
H ie division has been hit bya 2 
to 3 per cent drop in prices, 2 per 
cent lower volumes and operat- 
ing problems. Hie write-on had 
also been prompted by titter 
UK accounting rules, he ^d. 

Another £10.1m of the ex- 
ceptionals covered restructur- 


ing in the European minerals 
ai^ North Amencan chemicals 
operations to cover redundan- 
cies. Around 400 jobs, mostiy in 
CornwalL went last year. Mr 
Rediker said tiie_y were “on 
track” to accomplish the target 
set last autumn of achieving 
£30m of cost savings in the 
kaolin business “and we are 
looking for more." 


Airtours seals £168m Costa deal 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


two companies put the finish- 
leir first joint 


.Airtimrs' already close rela- 
Uonship with its i'argk'st share- 
holder. Otmivai Corporation, 
intensified yesterday after the 
npanies ou 
ing louenes to tnt 
purehasc. the £lt>$m aoqui^tion 
of Costa Crociere, Europe's 
leading passenger cruise oper- 
ator. 

Airtours' shares closed Up 
higher at £10.09naftcrthedeaL 
first announced last December, 


was confirmed. The shares have 
more than doubled since last 
summer, partly on the back of 
strong trading figures but 
largely because of increasing 
speculation that Carnival, which 
holds 29.5 per cent of Airtours' 
shares, is poised to make a bid 
for the rest of the company. Gty 
gossip has put a price of more 
than £12 on any successful bid. 

Airtours and Carnival are 
paying £168ni for Costa, £13m 
less than the price announced 
in December when Costa's 
Milan-traded shares were sus- 


I^nded ahead of final negotia- 
tionswith a indicate that con- 
trols 56.9 per cent. 

The cut reflects the strength 
of sterling so far this y'car, mak- 
iiu Airtours one of the few ben- 
e^aries of the soaring pound. 

Having secured the agree- 
meat of the syndicate, includ- 
ing the Costa family itself 
speakmg for 30.7 per cent of the 
shares, Airtours and Carnival 
arc confident of reaching the 90 
per cent acceptance level on 
which ibe acquisition depends. 
The deal is also dependent on 


EU regulatory approval. If suc- 
cessful. Airtours will secure 
Costa's eight cruise ships «diich 
spend the summers in the 
Mediterranean and northern 


Europe, before sailing to the 
‘bbe 


Caribbean and South America 
for the winter season. Costa, 
based in Genoa made profits be- 
fore tax in 1995 of £I6.8m on 
£3S2m turnover. 

In 1995 ^ut 900,000 cruises 
were taken 'in the Mediteir- 
anean and northern Europe 
out of a global total of 5.4 om- 
lion. 


Wiseman buys Scottish Pride 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


Robert Wiseman Dairies has 
strengthened its position in the 
Scottish milk market with the 
acquisition of the milk interests 
of Scottish Pride, the dairy 
group which collapsed into re- 
ceivership last month. 

The deal gives Robert Wise- 
man 78 per cent of the Scottish 
milk market compared with its 
previous 52 percent. However, 
the company has reached an 
agreement with the OFT which 


will allow the deal logo tlupugh 
as long as it reveals its prices to 
the trading authorities. 

The compai^ is paying £4.Sm 
to acquire a milk tottling plant 
at Rutheiglen as well as five 
depots and the "Fresh n Lo" 
trademark of semi-skimmed 
milk. 

The move safeguards 120 of 
Scottish Pride's remaining 607 
workers. Around 140 were 
made redundant earlier this 
month. Robert Wiseman is not 
buying Scottish Pride's milk 
processing phint at Govan near 


Glasgow because il has a mod- 
em plant of its own nearby. 

Robert Wiseman is raising 
£12.2m in a placing and open 
offer at 172p to fund the deal. 
The additional money will be 
used to invest in the Scottish 
Pride businesses. 

Blair Nimrao of receivers 
KFMG said he hoped there 
would be no further redun- 
dancies. The sale of the loss- 
making milk interests leaves the 
more robust cheese and UHT 
businesses to be sold. "There 
is a good degree of interest in 


these businesses whereas with 
the milk side there were real- 
ly no other buyers apart from 
Robert Wiseman." 

The receiveis were called in 
to Scottish Pride in February 
after trading losses and debts 
mounted. 

Robert Wseman Dairies also 
said yesterday that since its 
half-year results in November, 
weak bulk cream prices and in- 
tense competition had kept 
margins under pressure. How- 
ever. its said it had increased 
sales to supermaiket customers. 


Bunzl 
gloomy on 
profits 


Magnus Grimond 


Bunzl the cigarette filters to 
plastic disposables group, 
waroed yesterday that fiist-hrm 
profits were Ukety to be pegged 
at last year’s level by the 
strength of sterling and lower 
paper prices. 

Anthony Habgood, chair- 
man, said the SO per cent of 


group earainy denominated 
indoUarsi 
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Present premises pinching? 
Not enough room? Too costly? 


In Cort^ the boot is on the other fboL Vou can shoe into 
a modem factory for as little as £2psf. Fully furnished 
office accommodation from £Z5(^. Serviced Freehold 
brownfield sites from £70,000 an acre. All on attractive 
landscaped industrial parks with plenty of room to move 
around in and plenty to expand. And you can get in 
double-quick with our Fast-Track Planning Zones. You 
can move your products and yourself in and out quick 
too. Corby is at the Lh-e Centre of England in the heart 
of the dynamic East Midlands. Right in the middle of 
the national motorway network, putting 30 million 
people within two hours' road radius. International 
airports and East Coast Euroports within easy reach. 
Want to get on a new fooling fast? For a fitting phone 
john Hill on 01536 262S71 or send in the coupon, j 


Name 


Company 


Address 


Tel 


To: Corby Industrial Devdopment Centre, 
Crosvenor House, George Street 
Cort^. Northants NN17 ITZ. 

Tel: 01536 262571 Fax: 01536 401374. 
E-mail jhill@corbywoiics.demon.co.uk 





By the year 2000, 


one person 


infourwill 


live in crowded 


slums without 


basic amenities 



There is a global water crisis. 

On Friday 21 March 1997 
The Independent, in association 
with WaterAid, will publish an 
eight-page report on 
what the problems 
are, and how they 



watei^iMi can be solved 


would be impacted on 
translatioa if cunent trends 
continued. Meanwhile, 
although the fall in paper prices 
had stabilised, they were still 
showing a 16 per cent decrease 
in the year to January, whidi 
would hit Gist-half figures. 

However, given the trends of 
the second half of 1996, the 
comparison should get in- 
creasingty better as the year 
wore on. he said. The stn^ po- 
sition of the businesses in tnnr 
markets and a strategy for 
growth, both organic and ac- 
quisition, wotud enable the 
^up "to cootiaue to progress 
satisfactorily". 

The warnif^ came aiongs/de 
news of a 7 per cent rise in pre- 
tax profits to a record £114m for 
the year to December and the 
sha^ dipped just 4p to 221.5p 
yesterday. Analysts said they did 
not expect to shave forecasts by 
much as a result of the wamiog. 

Last year's figures were 
boosted by an £8.2ffl maiden 
contribution from six acquisi- 
tions made at a cost of £8(m in 
1996. Since the year-end, the 
company has made four more 
purchases costing a further 
fTOm. ^fitb gearing cut lo 14 per 
cent at the year-end, Mr Hab- 
good said he would coatinue to 
seek out further acquisitions. 

Nearly all the operations suf- 
fered from price erosion last 
year. In paper and plastic dis- 
poubles, half the group, ac- 
quired businesses provided 
most of the sates growth. 


Th e Investment Column 

EDITED BY TOM STEVENSON 


Avis Europe sales 
drive pays off as 
punters pile in 


Investors hoping for a piece of 
Che £237m Avis Europe ofEn* 
for sale have until FridtQ' to get 
their applications in, but ju^ 
ing by demand to date ih^ 
may be lucky to get a decent- 
siz^ location. The institu- 
tional and international 
placing of the car rental group 
IS looking wen covered even 
befim die retail offer ^sts into 
its stride. Wtfa r^Btr^ions fiar 
tiie prospeem from small in- 
vestiMS running ^xjve 100,000, 
it looks inevi^Ie that appli- 
cations WZ0 be scaled down. 

'The onfy consolation for 
investors is that even if tiie 
£1,000 mTnitnTim allocation is 


growth (tf over 12 per cent over 

Che past 16 years. But within 
that, there can be big swings 
linineri tp eoonoffiic growth 
rates, the indiBtxy is 
highty competitive, with Herts 
aisn ffnmmg to the market 
and Europcar rumoured to 
be on the way. 'The lessons of 
tbrM years also hi^ilight 
the importance of special sales 
deals on cars to the equation. 

Evenso,basBdonSrcy^- 

bur^s forecast of {xofits rising 
from a pro forma £68m to 
£7722} in the current year, the 
shares at 117p would trade on 
a low^ forward multiple of 12. 
Attractive. 


access to the Founders' uob, 
ghdi^ them up to four days’ 
free car rental worth £85 if thqr 
hold onto their shares until 3 
Juty. With some contortion of 
the usual rules of investmenl 
adrisers argue that the perks 
raise the notfonal yield on the 
shares fnxn 32 per cent to 115 
percent, assummg the price is 
fixed at the 1 17p mid-price of 
the indicated range. 

Hie big question is whether 
Aris is worth all the fiiss, even 


Ebimmerson ' 
looks ahead 


Ron ^iim^ has achieved a 
gieatd^i 


if it is Europe’s t^est rental 
KThelewinmtBi 


groiro. 1 he tew m t&e City not 
involm in the sale have ques- 


tioned wl^ it requires fire in- 
Esledby] 


vKtment banks led by Merrill 
Lynch and NatWiest Securities 
an international market- 
ing effort to get such a rela- 
tively small offer away. 
FYesumabJy Avis ts keen not to 
repeat its previous experience 
of the stodc market: when it 
floated in 1986, two-thirds of 
the offer was left with the un- 
derwiitets and the price went 
to an immediate tfiscount U' 
first dealings. 

There is no doubt the busi- 
ness has its risks. Operating 
profits halved to under £40m 
m 1993^ after Avis got hit by 
a triple whammy. The reces- 
sion came late to the car rental 
industry and in that year an the 
Europe economies turned 
down at once. 

Then the group was ham- 
mered by an intetnqitioD of car 
supplie from "a long-term 
partner" in Germany, and 
lastly a little-known side-effect 
of the collapse of the Beriin 
Whn was a huffi upsurge in car 
theft in the wesl resulting in 
the mainly uninsured Avis los- 
ing around 1,000 cars a year at 
one stage. 

There is no doubt this is a 
strong business, generating 
compound annual profits 


I at Hammetson shoe 
he took over from the com- 
pares fbunderSydn^ Mason 
inl9SO.HdliasreiDed2nadis- 
astrousgeographicaldiveTtifi- 
cation, cot to manageable 
levels and created a well-4>al- 
anced gioim with an empha- 
9S on retafl. the area of the 
property market eqiected to 
have the most , scope for 
growth. 

As full-year figures for 19% 
show CHity too deacty, however, 
vriiat be has been unable to do 
to aity great extent is remove 
tiie millstoae of a large port- 
folio of. UK office builaings 
rented at well above the mar- 
ket rate. While a good spread 
of blue chip tenants in those 


properties ensures strong cash- 
flow. it precludes growth. 

Net per share, as a re- 

sult. edged ahead from 376p to 
388p, at the boriom end of ex- 
pectations, and the dividend 
was increased by a pedestrian 
5 per cent to U.2p, giving a 
yield at yesterday's share price 
of440pof3Jlper cenL 

Hanunerson is doing the 
right things, even if trans- 
forming Britain's fifth-biggest 
property business is proving a 
ftrustiatingly slow process. It 
has put in train a serious de- 
velopment programme that 
has already chalked up a num- 
ber of successes, ind uding the 
pre-letting of Globe House, a 
laiKhnark fa^dquarters build- 
ing overiooking the Thames at 
Temple, to 

The £38-per-square foot, 
TO-year terms are well in excess 
of an estimated break-even 
point, underiining the poten- 
tial for a development ^rtfo- 
lio in the books at cost not 
likely value. 

Elsewhere, ambitious plans 
include expanding the Brent 
Cross shopping centre to 
counter the perceived threat 
from a planned centre at 
White City in west London. 

The proper^ market is 
heading m Ae r^ht direction, 
and Hammerson has a good 
eroosure to its growth areas, 
mtfa net assets forecast to be 
slightly less than the current 
share price at the end of the 
year, however, and the devel' 


opments still a wa|^ from com- 


pletion, much of the good 
news is already in the price. 


Avis Europe : At a glance 
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Slump sees Argos out of Footsie 


aklmpssengar i 


It has not been a good couple 
of months for Argos, 'ne 
highly regarded catalogue 
retailer came back to emtb 
with a bump in Jamiaiy when 
it issued a profits granting 
caused by a slowdown in pre- 
Christmas sales. Later this 
month it will be relegated 
from the Footsie as a re^t of 
the share slump. 

Investors were looking to 
yesterday’s results for re-as- 
surance that the Aigos bubble 
has not burst Tlie reassurance 
duly arrived, tbcHigb it was 
couched in cautious terms by 
the resolutely downbeat chief 
executive Mike Smith. 

His view is that letaileis face 
a tough frjture with intense 
competition and vahie-con- 


scious shoppers. The good 
news for Ai^ investOES is that 
the company has b^t its rep- 
utation on value and is well 
placed to take advantage. 

V\fith profits 14 per cent 
higher at £24 Im Algos shaved 
its prices by 1 per cent in 1996 
but still manned to increase 
margins by 0.4 percentage 
points thanks to better of 
h%her mai ^n ranges. 

Cents also rose, due largely 
to higher paper prices and 
longer print nus of catalogues. 
Though fn^-haif profits are 
unlikely to exceed last year’s 
record hail it is the second half 
that matters. 

Argos hopes to avoid 
market saturation by addiiig 
smaller Call & Collect stores 


where customers order their 
goods for later coUectioo. 

The move into Holland 
looks interesting though it will 
cost £Sm this year. Argos still 
has £1 14m ca^ and though a 


£lba buy is possible, the rom- 
.the OH 


pany says, die money be 
returned to shareholdeis if a 
suitable target is not found. 

Like-for-like sales growth o£^ 
7 per cent in current trading I 
conceals double-digit growth 
in Utys, electrical and jew- 
elleiy. the three sectors which 
contributed to the sales slow- 
down pre-Christmas. 


Wth analysts expecting 


profits of £160in the shares - 
up 9.5p to 648.5p yesterday - 
ti^ on a Eoiwaid rating of 17. 
Still worth holding. 


Company Results 
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Wilson Bowden 
builds £41ni profits 












liS£> 


A bullish outlook on p; 
wshed shares in the wuson 
Bowden housebuilding com- 
pany to within a sighting Of 

the all-time high of 570p that 
was hit in early 1994 . 

^ares in the con^iany, which 

floiaied tffl the stock ma^t 10 
y«rs ago, climbed 20p to 
542.5p after David Wilson, 
chairman and chief executive 
aimou^ record profits and 
said: “The whole business u on 

a too and reservatiois are some 

30 per cent up on the same pe- 
nod last year. There be a 
cotqjle of slow weeks nnioedi- 
atefy before and after the elec- 
tion, but overall I expect a 
steady improvement” 

. 'pie company aatidpateg fiytf 

Its house completions this year 
higher than 

the 2,500 achieved last year Mr 

Wdson smd the homes market 
was particularly strong in the 
^th of Englaifd; He said: 
^nere IS also some evidence to 
suggest that the ‘ripple effect’ 
IS startDs to show thn^ m the 

north of the country.” 

Last yearis 39 per cent prof- 

t 


its leap to £41m before tax was 
helped the acquisition of 
Trendieiwnod. Irieiichmwviod 
cmcributed operating profits of 
£4.1m in the nine months since 
ft was bought for £iaim a year 
ago. Group resists were high - 
er than most analysts' expects- ^ 
lions, which had been pitched * 
at annmd £38m. 

''The Trencherwood deal is 
pitiriqg to be a l%suocess," Mr 
WHson said . 

Groop profit maigins rose to 
13.4 per cent in the seco^ half 
of the year. Eanofrigs per share 
*^^tiobed by 38.4 per cent to 
29^p and the total dividend is 

bang raised fromlOXSp to Up. 
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May election jitters finally unsettle Footsie 


Day polL Footi^ fell 51 
pointy its biggest dedine for 
seven weeks, as the stock mar- 
ket pF»ared for what will be 
a lon^ netful campaign. 


Share spotlight 



* I 16 QC 6 voldKIc tfancs in e run- 
up fo polling d^. One of the 
' ^uprises of the past year has 
been the oongilete indifference 
tbe muket has displayed to- 
wards the electioa and a like- 
iy dun^ of government 
But such; a plai^ attitude 
W be coming fo w end. Ai- 
. though dividend payments 
qpatiibut^ to the foil there 
was a feelmg in SCUM quartets 
- thm the ffrst vibrations of ^d- 
: iashidned eieetionjitten had 
become apparent. 

- -Sdll the impact waifr muted. 

11 of the lOORiot^ Uiie 
. chips going et^dend more 
.plan 2 ppinls vreie antomai- 
icalfy soaped firbm tbeindex. 
And the market also had to 


contend with a New York im- 
settled by the George ^ros 
diqday of bearishness. 

Foot^ retreated iq 07 33 
with the su^rtug FTSE 250 
index off 1 S 3 fmaking a four- 
day fall of 37 A) at 4,691 

The possibility of a Labour 

^enunent ba^ of course. 

. been oecupyiu Gtv minds 
for some (une. Tnere s a wide- 
spread view that a change of 
power is alreatfy factored into 
maiketvidues. 

Olds Chaitow, diartist at 
Robert Fleming,' has plotted 
that the maiket ahvi^ falls un- 
der Labour and he telieves the 
acdval of Ibi^ Blair at No 10 
could , piuh l^tsie down to 
3300 points the autumn. 

Although he has had to con- 
struct his own index to makg 
the point he believes tbe first 
Labour aweisment presided 
over a 20 per ceni fall in 
1929 / 31 ; durmg the immerfiatP 
post-^war admuiistration the 
dedine was 33 per cent and the 



MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of tbe year 


first WSseni government saw a 
10 per cent retreaL 

Under the last Labour gov- 
enuncDi tbemarfcetfell 10 per 
cent in terms. “Labour has 
been had for the stock market 
in actual terms because infla- 
UoD has tended to be high*" 
said Mr Chaitow. 

Shares with a stroiig US 
following are likely to be vul- 
nerable CO a new government. 
*Rvo shouting signs of weakness 
were Glaxo Wellcome, off 
293 p to 1 , 1 1 (^, and Daofea 
Bosfaiess Systems, down 473 p 
to 577 . 5 p. 

Impe^ Chemica) Indus- 
tries, once the bellwether of 
Britain's industrial health, was 
a poor-perfonning blue chip. 


Nothing to do with the elec- 
tion: more a traditional prof- 
it downgrading. Kleinwort 
Benson did the damage, cutting 
its forecast for this year and the 
following two years and saying 
the shares were a sell. This 
year's forecast is lowered from 
£ 650 n] to £ 590 m and 1999 s 
from £ 900 m to fS'Wm. The 
shares fell 163 p to 7313 p, the 
lowest for two years. 

Lonrho is Mother under 
pressure on the profits fronL 
h fell 123 p to 145 pafierwarn- 
ing that sterling's strength 
could leave half-way profits 
down by a third. 

Am*, Michael Ashcrofts se- 
curity group wb'ch is based in 
formuda. jumped 2723 p to 


l, 610 p as US industrial group 
Tyco Iniernaiional countered 
a hostile bid bvm Wesern Ke- 
sources which already has 27 
per ceoL 

Cable & Wireless added 
53 p to 5113 p on further spe«> 
ulation about the likeb' ^t- 
nese deal and IdSdKK Strong on 
Friday, fell 5 p to 2513 p as So- 
dete Gencrale Strauss Turnbull 
said scU. 

Sunderlaod's humiliating 
weekend defeat by Chelsea 
lowered the shares 35 p to 
6173 p. Renewed hopes of a 
h^er oGTer lifted Capital Coi^ 
poratkm 43 p to 213 p. Rank 
held at 439 p with Lehman 
Brothers suggesdng a 485 p 
targeL 

Pace Micro Ibcfanology, 
which at one time seemed set 
to provide the Murdoch TV 
decoder box, lost a further 4 p 
to 9 (^: the shares were 241 3 p 
in Nov'cmber. Two profit warn- 
ings and the depaiiure of one 
of its founders ^us the failure 


of any Murdoch deal to mate- 
riali^ have devastated tbe 
shares. 

Drugs were mixed. Cantab 
PhannaceaCicals rose 52 p to 
1 . 072 p on talk of a vaccine de- 
velopment with Glaxo; results 
are due tomorrow. Scotia fell 
223 p to 4223 p but Shield Di- 
agnostic maiu^ed a 5 p gain to 
67 ^ after fiiday’s exotcmcni. 
CSiiroscimioe firmed to 389 p on 
Lehman confidence. 

limelight, the bathroom 
and kitchen group, slumped 
283 p to 1423 p on worries 
about trading. Floated last 
year at 175 p the shares have 
toudied 200 p. 

Ibrfcriiire Group, the old 
Yorkshire Chemicals, rose 
223 p to 2 I 13 p following an 
encowngiDg trading statement. 
Stephen ^^Us. who turned 
round Fisoos, the drugs ^up, 
before its lateover Iw ^one 
Poulenc Rorer. is revamping 
’Vorksbire. Year’s profits were 
down ffom £ 10 . 6 m lo £ 2 . 8 m. 


Taking Stock 


[^rontcliflie Ag^egates, 
where two possible predators 
have built share stakes* 
slipped 13 p to 243 p. /Ubert 
E Sharp is bullish. It believes 
tbe shares are nntfervalued, 
seeing profits of £ 2 m this 
year aiid £ 2 . 25 m next. Assets 
are 35 p a share. Tie Bardw 
aggr^tes gronp has a 22.7 
per cent interest and Bodfari, 
an unquoted North Wales 
gravel group, has 6.7 per 
cent. 

^Howden. an engineer, is 
planning to sell non-core 
operations but denies a bid 
approach. The shares, 68 p in 
December, gained 93 p to 93 p 

QLorien. one of 10 AIM 
founder members, has moved 
to full listing. Its shares held 
at 410 p; a year ago they were 
1973 p. A computer per- 
sonnel group, it lift^ profits 
last year bv 52 per cent to 
£ 1 . 48 m. 
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Slimmer governments under 
pressure to do more with less 
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T his is noi a column about 
British poliltcs or indeed 
especially ab«.iul Britain: 
hut it is abitut govemmcni and 
in particular about the chang- 
ing perceptions in developed 
countries abi.iui ii> si^e and 
role. NVe arc going to hear a lot 
more about this over the next 
sLv weeks, but only in a UKctm- 
icxL \Miai has been happening 
in the rest of the world & in 
many wa.vs more interesting. 

Several OECD countries 
have cut the sL:e ot their public 
sectors much more dramati- 
caJh' than the LTC Govenunent 
outlays as a percentage of 
GDP peaked in the L^K in 1976 
at just over 4S per cenL while 
now they are 42 per cent, a sk- 
poini fall. But in the Nether- 
lands the fall has been lU 
pivinis. fmm a peak of bO per 
cent in 19S3 to per cent this 
vear: and in Ireland it ha.s 
been 1.^ points, friim over 53 
per cent. aLsi.i in 19X3. to under 
40 per cent this year. Other 
countries which have made 
sigiiineanl. though slightly 
.smaller, cuts include Belgium 
and New Zealand. 

Interestingly, both the 
Netherlands and Ireland are 
now cited as examples to the 
rest of the EU: people talk of 
the Netherlands as an c.xample 
to Germany and France, while 
Eire has bcetime the £un.>pean 
"tiger" economy. Of course 
there is a virtuous circle here, 
for rapidly growing economies 
see a fall in the share of pub- 
lic spending to GDPsiniph' be- 
cau.se ihe*^ GDP is growing 
quickly. Bui the restraint of 
public spending has been suh- 
slaniiai in both cases. 

In the mitiorily of countries, 
though, public spc'nding has 
I tended to rise, so anyone ar- 
guing that a iiea-change has tak- 
en place in the perception of 
the appropriate size of the 
slate is premature. Such a 
change may have happened - 
1 happen lu think it nas - but 
the evidence is thin. 

There is much more evi- 
dence of the durability of that 
other aspect of Jown-sizing of 


the state, privatisation. The 
chart, from the latest OECD 
Financial Market Trends, 
shows how the global momen- 
tum has been building through 
the I99QS. More money will be 
mised this year by privatisation, 
nut just on the developed coun- 
tries but also in the developing 
ones, than ever before in his- 
tory: something like SBXtbn. 

Assiiciated with privatisa- 
tion has been another parallel 
phenomenon, outsourcing. 
Contracting out services has be- 
come one of the main ways in 
which developed countries 
have introduced market disci- 
plines to public services. Ihick- 
ing this is more JifGcult than 
tracking privatisation, for in- 
stead of there being a series of 
highly puhliciseJ share soles, 
there have been thousands of 
often unnoticed experiments. 
Contracting out public sector 
services may even have a larg- 
er impact on the overall qual- 
ity of these services than 
privatisation, since it has a 
wider reach. 

This pressure on govern- 
ment to do more with less - to 
give belter value - will surely 
^bu can sec it here in the 
UK political debate, with the 
assertions that the present 
Giivcmment's public spending 
plans are .somehow too tight to 
he credible, ^et N.ith parties ifc- 
clare they will not he exceed- 
ed. Labour has accepted the 
Gi.wemmcnt plans for the first 
two vears were it to win office. 



Havlish 

McRae 

Interestingly, 
the Netherlands 
and Ireland are 
now cited as 
examples to the 
rest of the EU: 
Eire has 
become the 
European 
‘tiger’ economy 


while both parties are making 
cutting taxation a central point 
of their election campaign. 

lliis raises the central ques- 
tion: what tools are available to 
help governments do more 
with less? Privatisation shifts re- 
sponsibility away from gov- 


ernment, and regulation of 
privatised services can be sub- 
contracted to independent reg- 
ulators, but what of the 
functions where responsibility 
is retained? 

The OECD has published 
guidelines on how to identify 
best practices for evaluating 
whether such services should be 
contracted oul and how the 
process can be managed once 
the decision has been made. It 
selected eight points. 

First, top management 
should use contracting oul to 
re-evoJuaie why various tasks 
arc carried out and the way 
they arc done. In other words, 
one should not contract out the 
same job done in the same way 
but Hunk throu^ how the job 
can be done better. 

Two, recognise that people 
matter it is not just a finmu^ 
and performance exercise but 
one where iodividua] staff per- 
formance is crucial. So staff 
should be brought on board. 

Three, specify service in 
terms of outputs, not inputs. 
You still hear poliiicians talk- 
ing of the amount of money 
^nt on a service rather than 
the quality of the service. The 
rhetoric ought to be the other 
way round: politicians ought to 
be proud when the public sec- 
tor can obtain as good or a bet- 
ter service at a lower cost. 

Four, monitor performance 
and foster co-operation. Con- 
tracting out on activify should 
not diminish the responsibili- 
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fy of the state to make sure it 
is performed to the appropri- 
ate standard. So there needs to 
be a formal but noo-con- 
hontational relationship vrtiicfa 
inefudes a provision to pass 
across the contract to another 
supplier if it is taken away. 

Five, make sure compar- 
isons are valid, ^ry often, 
when a service is outsourced, 
there are changes to the wsy it 
is done. Ihat may be desirable, 
for it is a good omxirtuiiity to 
rethi^ a service. Butyourieed 
to compare before and after in 
a valid w^, so that an improved 
or slimmed-down service is al- 
lowed for in any comparisons. 

Six, in-house bids should be 
treated in the same way as out- 
side ones, and if a contract b 
granted, performance moni- 
tored in the same way. 

Seven, governments should 
foster competitive markets. 
That b a k^ to achieving the 
full benefit of contracting out 
contracts have to be of die i^t 
size - not too s mall to fail to 
attract interest or so large that 
only a tiny bandful of suppli- 
ers could provide iL 

And finally, governments 
need to acquire new sldUs to 
manage contracted-out ser- 
vices. it b a different job run- 
ning an intema] team from 
obtaining the best from an 
outside one. 

It b a thought-provoking 
litany: in many wajs self-evi- 
dent, but not when you Ibten 
to the w^ many politicians still 
express themselves. And it 
matters. There may or may not 
be a sea-change taking place in 
the size of government, but 
there b a certainly a redefini- 
tion taking place in what gov- 
ernment its^ does, and what 
it gets outside contractors to do 
for iL Just as companies are 
learning new skflb at manag- 
ing a network of suppliers 
radier than a large in-houk bu- 
reauccacy, so too are govern- 
ments. ']^ b happening the 
world over. And it will go on, 
as the pressure not for more 
govemmenL but for better 
gervenunent, builds up. 


Football match to help 
orphans going home 

Qiy bond dealers wiD turn out in 'PirOT^Tj^ & Busi ness 

Evertoa’s 1970’s colours next ■*-* 


Mond^ evem^ in a one-off 
football mau^ in aid of the Ro- 
rmnian OifdianagB Ihist (RCfT), 
vdiicfa b aiming to labe iaQ,OCIO 
to enable orfriians to return to 
their familiftB this year. 

Leading the market makers, 
who are known as "five Street" 
in the Gfy, wiD be David Sfyles, 
an execu^ director with Gdd- 

fnnn SnAs 

They are taking on a teamof 
international tacoey and pen- 
skms managers, dabbed 
"Oients", at the Vtbdham 
Lodge ^xtrts Ground in Lon- 
donh East End. 

Mr S^es ‘^Fm a Imen 
Everton sufqxxter, so I dedded 
to order our 1^ in the amber 
and blue Idt of the 197(b, when 
Alan Balk the midfield maestro 
wasfrimt^ 

‘TJotot&iatefy, fbecompa- 
iiy 1 ordered it fr^ up north 
sent us a bri^t orai^ and 
blue kit look lilm a bunch 
af'Qngomen." 

DomUions can be made to 
St^ or to Jane OMfieid at 
the ROT phone number 0171- 
2482424. 

Among the firms providing 
playeis for The Strek" ate: 
A^ An^ Creditanstalt- 
Bankverein, Bank of Montral 
Deutsche fonk Morgan Gren- 
fell Salomon Brothers, 

NatVUsst Capital Markets, 
Goldmans, JT Morgan. Mor- 
gan Stanley. MetriD Lyndi. 
Ibicai Bank Eurc^ a^ Utuon 
DboounL 

Peth^ theyH all decide to 
merge in afterwards, 
^btefa out for “The Street FIc*' 

finanaal Ipn/ ialhnn- 

Zetters, the ptrob company, 
yesterday lost its chief execu- 
tive designate Leslie Hurst 
because be was “not com- 
mercially oompab’ble” with 
chairman Paul Zetter. 

Mr Hurst was due to take 
over on 1 April bul will now 
“leave Zetters with immedi- 
ate effect to pursue private 
business interests.’' tne 
company said. 

Mr Z^er explains tiiat Mr 
Hurst was broi^ in last year 
when Zetters dedded to te-en- 
ler die Bit^ martet liy blaring 



Glory days: Bob Latchford, 
the former Everton striker; 
hi the chdi^ 1970s kit, 
enamoured of David Styles 

three haOs from a private com- 
pany called Jasmine. 

were not oommerdally 
cooqjatiblB - ifs a dfy, but we 
weren’t.'' Mr Zetter, who 
has been with die compaify 
since 1958. 

“He's an energatic young 
fir^inmd with fire in bb b^. 
Perh^ he's a bit hot for me. 1 
want to cmsolidate and he 
wants to move more quickfy.'' 
Mr Zetter adds. 

Zetters sold out.of bii^ in 
the 19^ and now wants to get 
back in at the bottom of the 
maiket, he sys. While Camelot 
and the Natioaal Lottery have 
bit poob congsanies taa^ he 
sees bhigo as a xeooveriag sec- 
tor. AD together now, two &t 
lac^... 

While everyone's talkmg 
about the Jap^ne^ car firm 
It^ta svritching investment 
from the UK to anew foctoiy 
in France, Midiael Heseltine, 
the Etepufy Prime Mmister, 
yesterday opened the head- 
quarters of a Japanese- 
owued comp^ in Hastings. 

Hastings Dir^ a direct in- . 


g^lrnnge cooipaify'. altcaify^ ci^ 
ptoys about 100 js 

emectmg to e^jand to 300. w 
Heseltine was accompanied by 
the Japanese ambassadOT to 
tbeUK.MrHiroalafWa: . 

[t all pwaHts of a concOianon 
prize, howBVCT. when you 
insider that the Toyota plant if 
opened wiD employ around 
3 Ji 00 peofde. 

StjiLwe are in the run up lo 
the general election. Now 
the race is off, 
municatiCKa specialist" 
Christina StuarL managing 
director of SpeakE^ Iniin- 
ing, r a nke d politicians on 
their oratoricai skills. 

Ms Stuart puts Hezza him- 
self in the cat^oty “The Clever 

Dick", along wrih Gordon 
Brown: “Gels so tied up in in- 
tricate detaD and coumer-axgu- 
meni that the messa^ doesn't 
getaaoss." 

Then there b “The Joker : 
‘*Tifos to come across as one of 
tiie lat^ but the false joIUty 
doesn't wte ring true (Kenneth 

eSadee, mtfy Blair)." 

Ms Smart goes on to define 
•The Crosspalch": “Gets het up. 
inieizupts frequently arxi has 
been known to storm out of the 

yhiHin (C3are Sxnt, Dennb 
Skinner;^” Then there's The 

Smoothie": “Has hb ^leedi off 

pet - but never quite looks the 
interviewer in the eye (John 
Hednood. Alan G^),” 

last but not least b '‘The 
t ^«inn Kfller": Totally laddng 
in charisma appears not to 
feel particularfy strongly about 
aiiytbmg (John Major, Peter 
Lffley).'’ 

It's been a tou^ wrek for 
the Scots. On Saturday they 
were given a dnfobing in 
Paris courte^ of the French 
ru^ team. Now it emerges 
that the holt^ company for 
The Scotsman, the flagship of 
the tartan press owned b^' the 
Barclay Brothers, b donu- 
died in England, horror of 
horrors. Cdtic will be moving 
to Stamford Bridge next. 

John WiHcock 
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Berry on song for season’s start 


of 


• , ^ infcnucuiaga ui 

racing journalism is to go 
trough a T»*ole qq 

wny without mentir mmg xed 
Shirts. It IS a lest most of usfea 
veiy oarly on. 

’WfafleK^Qailce'^wardrobe 

the Tuhble of broW suede 
shoK on the floor, Benyas lail 

OMbeen a rbwoftedshiri&om 
the moment the distsactive vest- 
nient bioi^ht him hick, as a 
jockey. Long before the 
<3iaii^ jymbol of week’s zed 
the apparei of the same 
hue bec^e known for worthy 
deeds within caon^ - 
JadtBeiiv wasafimd-r akiff g’ 
figure b^oie his SOD Sam suf- 
fered quite horrible injuries 
when Solares buried hmi at 
Sedgefield in .1988, but since 
that moment ins efforts have 
been redoubled. For the last 
eight shears, the Fiat trainer has 
oigamsed funds and a winter 
trip to the Ihnerife resort of 
M^-y-Sol fcff m^ people dis- 
abled by the ^rt <rf racing. 

mcHitii a party of 35 ben- 
eficiaries, induamgRed \Knr 
ter, Jessica Charlds-Jones, 
Paddy .Fkrreif and Johnny 
Haynes, plus another 20 
helpers, wili'travel to the fin 
of the -liopic Qf Cancer and 


Wctiard Edmondson on the trainer 
getting countiy help for injured jockeys 


^ubrious properties of the 
Canary Islands. Running costs 
ofcldse to.£40,000wiU have to 
be met, whicb is why Jack has 
been .seen latefy in the unfa- 
miliar dress of coadxry bat, hol- 
ster, gintarand (for those of you 
wfaoareeo iiwriiy 
the third, unpro^ssional men- 
tionj'no red shirt. 

^ J^ack has tnanch^ into 


fVCHARD EDMONDSON 
' NAPilbpaq^ 
(FontweH 4,30) 

NB: Guff Of Stem 
(UttKMeter 4.^ 


the recording business with an 

albmn Runnirtg, 

which & aisa now the name of 
a jnvenfle R^Honsa inhis 
Oxkerbam yard, ■'hie main 
protagonist in this work u Bob 
KcndattjTtftK) comlidnes country 
and westem sing^ with equine 
'pby90thefapy,'aii3 sounds just 
like theaort-of bloke you s^ed 
when the cattle drive sets off 
from the Q. 

Berry, wifo.ciafms no ano^ 


try widi Chuck, sings “The Jol- 
ly. Hnner” and “The Pub With 
No Beer” in this opus and a 
measure of his ability wQl be on 
show at the L^ers ceremony 
in LoDdoD on ^loday, when die 
trainer will lay himself bare 
before the 650 ^ests. ‘^eyll 
find out if I can sing or not then 
and, if 1 can’t, at least it'll show 
IVe got plenQr of balls," the 
crooner saidy^rday. 

While / 1 /td /iufintng is 
competing in the charts, tmie 
win be coins from other sources 
pouring into the chesL Berry 
donated a £300 fee from yes- 
terday’s t^rening of a Preston 
bookmakers and soon it will be 
ted shot (four) n^t at Ponte- 
fraci, when the crowd at the 
‘Wsst -'VbrksIme track lake on 
the ^pearanoe of Garibaldi and 
his Italian nationalists. - 
' There is, of course, other 
racecourse business that Jack 
Berzy needs to attend ro. His 
' stable has a Tepiitation fix' send> 
iz^ out a battery of wiimers be- 
fore the cudcoo calls and t^ is 


miserable winter,’' be said. 
"Januaiy was diy , but it was also 

so cold with a bitter wind and 
February didn’t miss a day with 
rajn- Bni thisweek has been bril- 
liant and the horses look 
tremendous. 

“I wouldn't like to run a bad 
horse early on in the season. 
Our tWD-year-olds have such a 
great following with the punters 
Uiat it's only tetr to them 
a fair crack of the whip." 

Those that will not be trying 
for a handicap mark then when 
the Flat season starts at Don- 
caster indude Somosierra. who 
nms in the Brocklesby on 
Thursday, Fm Not Sure, in the 
sellerihe fidlowingday, and De- 
troit City. 

Most of all though, the in- 
defatigable Jack Berry, who 
will be 60 the year, would like 
to record a Group One success 
this season. He haa been aching- 
ly dose before and it seems he 
wiH not go before a victory at 
the faigb^ level has been be- 
stowed on his part of Lan- 
cadure. “m get there one day,** 
he said. will have to give 
one to me one day." 


a standing the trainer does not 
want diminished. "It’s been a 


Oir /M Runnk^* rms £5. COs £8 Aon pks 
400 posege) lo; The fleoanf vtceomt MK5 
Shto RKing Stamen OMiamam, Uns. 



Dirt the clue to Dubai Williamson Aintree aim Kayvee out of Lincoln 


Bookmakers were ye$teFday 
forecaoing another American 
domihatioD of the Dnbai WMld 
Cim a week on Saturday. Cig- 
ar kd a US dean sweep of the 
{rfacesm the iaai^iiral rimnmg 
of the worid’s r&est race, at 
Nad AT Shdra last year, with 
fourth-placol Pentire the fret 
Europe horse home. 

Tins thDetfoe American pair- 
ing of SfohoD and Sand^ hesid . 
the opemng^ow of bettmg bn 
thisyear's ruzinm^ qnoted^a 
top-priced 3-1. mtd 4-1' re^pec- 
tivefy. 

Dillon, Ladbroltes’ PR- 


■ dnector, eaplafaed: ‘Tins looks 
to be an ultra-competitive 
Dubai Worid ^p: and in 
view the professicind dirt hors- 
es from tlm US must fowe the 
call in the mas^ even ahead 
of horses of .^mwen quality 
sudi as the Arc wmner, Helis- . 
so, and hCcbael Stoute’s Japan 


■Davfo Hood, of HiU, 

said: *Tt is unposable to ignore 
.the chance .cn the Americans. 
We. have learned the 
Bareedeis’ Qip that.tfa^ handle 
foe efiomte aim the <firt smfrioes 
far better than our own horses." 


Norman IKWamson was yes- 
ter^ reported to be on course 
. to ride in the Grand National 
de^fte Sunday's heavy foil at 
Leopardstown. 

The jbik^ suffered hand 
and eye injuries in a tumble 
from Arctic Buck in the Kilgp- 
bbin Beginneis Chase. He was 
released from hospital in 
Dublin on Sunday and was to 
' receive further treatment from 
£fr Michael I%y in Lamboum 
last night 

His agent Dave Roberts, 
^‘d: ‘’Norman is in good fonn. 
I am very confident he wQl he 


OK for Aintree. He is stood 
down for seven days due to con- 
cussion and we should have 
more idea ly the 'weekend bow 
long he will be off." 

B^amson appears to have 
had a lucky escape. Hie Irish 
Turf Gub medx^ officer Dr 
vibltCTJfaDey.iiriK? attended the 
strkken jod^ straight after the 
iaO, said’ ‘‘He was initially un- 
conscious but had come round 
when I got down to the fence.” 

Initi^. it was feared that 
Williamson had fractured a 
wrist an injury that could have 
kept him out for two months. 


Just eight horses u'ere with- 
diawD at seslerday's declaration 
stage for the Lincoln Handicap 
at Doncaster on Satuni^, leav- 
ing the likelihood of large-scale 
disappointment for those want- 
ing to run. 

A total of 63 horses remain 
in the race, but the safety lim- 
it is 24. Those unable to get a 
run are eligible for the conso- 
lation Spring Mile on Friday. 

Kayvee was the only sur- 
prise mthdrawal. The Tote Fes- 
tival Handicap runner-up had 
been queued at 25-1 for the first 
big contest of the Flat season. 
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0 ) in a nodoes' hBRlicaiA and ho had looled a preffBeue sort Mr hudlBS lea eeason. 
SUM Too haa 0 Dund ooncations to sun m Mb Ooncasier aecend to Ealing Com 17 dws 
back duns Mm 0 be back on song. He had ms feffMsoans amsed Hfen ssoond ot tfime 
u SOvar Savteid at StraikMd last month, but he should apm manage to lead BsddMad 
' (taiate 01 tha'DoncBSMr m) end front-running suits Mm. Bsnknead has an wBeuent wtrs- 
to-nme laOo and c a ert as ily oouMnt be n4ed out even if it appeals that the hardlcapper is 
now geUrig o grifo with Mm. Laaadewaa locaied as 0 xid as ever eartar n die season and 
he has had three dffleun asHe M'iwc since. He has oome down the hendicap out couU 
also do wbh a mom cut hi the gound. Selection’. WHAm YOUR STORY 


ACntRiffi netgm; lOst. fhie nannieip ne^ns: Roiraee 9u 9b Oiem rimes 9a Sft. 

BEnwO: U-4 Barton SesDSK 62 Salmy Bern. S-1 MeoaB04 Eacspwle, 114 The Momr. SJ. Beecb 
aeU 3-1 CBteRW Nm, lb -1 ndriwiyCssao. 3M StarScM Peel. 14-3 Apolhma, Country 
HBnsbd, Iftl belt Of Ston, 20-1 otben 
199ft NwifienSv^S ID PTDsscornt« MIR Hodges) Id ran 

FORM GUIDE 

BARTON SCAMP bded horn tne faurih last when sKlh Of 19 in MareMrs Nawasiie race 8 
month ago and had prevnusty shaped oley wnen fourth to Green Green Desen at Urouner 
and sMh ol 19 m tagn Dance at Market Rasen. Qalwey Bose caine imlh a weli-iimeo mn 
under Tom DascornbeuMnaoondlDonalJoclv^ handicap a Warwick 17 omsaeci. Beech 
Itoid Flyw may luwe found tne eoended wio miles and a had a bn fanner than ideal at 
Southwell last time. Hs lanuaiy van at lacesiar was gammed aganei pMters. but tie marv 
agftl 0 mite .ost of the runtang under list 9lb and several of ih£ Feld -anuklnl loos out 
of Mace art a saner. C Obum gl Nans nos a ona-paeed fturrh m a maie^ hanrfKap at Can- 
ench last nme arxi Mldrunoiy Castle should be capable ol gomg wee off a mark erf 74 e.en 
If he MBS deapppinhiie at Cartenck lasi ume. He rud kept reasonable compare previously, 
indudme when Bhmg on Sea Viaor. hmo and cs at Doncaster befc 4 e Chnsimas. finwnmg 
eighth cl 12. The Piewera mrd ot 20 to Alwsiys Happy oi Wincanton last time suggosis he 
caud be n the shaie-up. v-MIe vie wdl fnd out loday it there is any hope fee the dorm 0 aded 
StteTCM Pool. Ooleetion: BARTON SCAMP 


3:50 


EXIERMR PROFILES NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4/175 added 2m 4f Panafty Vahw £3jad 

P2343f JlFlBlWfttn(MBReben6Miuif)NHm<el0130(7ed wjIbBMdm 

(BF-SQP QU)EAIIW09<WRyaBa»5SuW)a»9IllO CHmde 


4:56] 


SHEBPHAveN m in BMd term wmi last seen, vnmlng Ihfee (d Ms fhiai M.aarte and 
beaun eidy B hBHf SI a thtee-noner TonesstBT hftiMeSB. Ooat M Tim WM» runs oir a 
7 te kmer r^ ifwi whw succestAd ammham in DaesfOber. but ha hea became had 
uMnwWiaidAimimbeianctefttaUyaliidkMlBaiime.iiahaBiunwtelMihatpag'- 
bcadmcouiwaTlinearteaOtwiiM C oBo ii ee i has been puBed Up on lourM Ms Rsesi 
sBi sans. Mar jm tuns wel hefe, but pbSBiMa stenona imdatlons msMa Mm a flsky BM, 
wMIe SbaBtR Lad tools vuhieiMtfe under a Mb penaty ter MsMsionetM wnbi 
Ntho^ tU at toM show teal faslA 0 Oimd dees not bMhar hkntoo mail. Tap Brett 

SMacItoKSHEBhMEN 


P8305F ASnMLMIMaDN(13|EWeesmn.ltoyrittadDanlTVM6ll5 RMsmeylB 

U 11 P 2 P ABISSOiri.{n 9 (lA(MilenFM 0 aito)GUeCaat 6 lia-_ DRattlDB 

040059 MASKANiERiaiUBMMASsettreiOlB ^TBsy 


2.50 


sea HODBESA SON NOVICE SELIMG HURDLE^CLASSO 
£2,375 added 2m Penalty Value SLSOO 


1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 'immsnC^FortittAFaftesTllIU 

8 

9 

10 

U RUSnF IMnBiawiQUSWSS(2l)fMDEdMBik|RUeB107 
12 QUSPO SIIIEErBUCK|117}IRCPt«plRn4>8Ul 
-tZdadnd- 


.BaqrMeasV 


PMOSU CtMMGHPEiatffMlDaMffitearKniMrsPBUwlDniOlOlS ftBrlsMsfR 

Oas B0inSNMLm(MsTcnST«Bei>GBahSng71O13 APMeCoy 


SQ MAGAZINE TBf NOVICE HURDLE (GLASS D) £3550 added 
2m 4 f UOyds Pen^ Value £ 3,044 

l-tSOl suiERWYNEilTiminoQBi&aQOeinHMSrsimjPsmanSnd-.. DiasMi 

esi>0i2 CKAIB£yUMBEm(lS){RUA1iKniflUUhC0U.'._......... — .Eikttadl^ 

as^60f lMNDeiiUN{2Qito.«JR)UUtMinnen(v>UsL&iiuaii6U3............£Mmde 

TOD0F DCnMU9AteRAHtnteW5iiLtosH>tfi||riieil2 — iCttrty 


2P4 AWmacCHavCUlIBcAnoOvColicqilteinfdwRieeZIDB RMsmb 

PRS236 l«mwreBm|l(l)0.AMagan)DMcC8tiTil)8 aYMdiB 


.M 


44991 MimWKnB8E»IDIIMttFE3Ji aftdltelW qy6112 

• lOlUGHGFewiIMKABnbnBdNESAEiittIcaSlll B 


00 iiEUiMSEriU}Ma6CahmltocDani9KWngiw61il 

G^331B SM«*SSrS'«THi^?S5|K»5»5 ' 


ikkwpatm 
.-.^fteafr 
KCMdsB 




.aims 


JVMdteBad 

JBI 


0 lUBomw gcMWPadBa dtfPW ^jo;.^. 

0 will mii’ORff ftedn gABwteNPWM Bfc^figZ^^^ 
550 WMiiaCld. PR gUBnl^ 

209839 a0BfCettWllNlR»ftP« B)A^ 4102 

-lidsoBao- 


.AdhuaB 


JIBBBttd) 


■enwm- u. temsht AA'Bwamk Bsaa, 54 SttSBsr Vea,' lU vatMlMA T'A to Bin 

g!g!*??i?!gS^gil£iS^Sfastti4dfastaaNteiteJM amu 

S£'^ AtongAtt 13 0 mSm O Bordttl IS itt 


BERHB M BMs N 4 7-Z aasr nu Aft ai AM SsB K, 7-1 Ibtet Amsb ib-X AMcm fWr, 
QalteAllM,124JMtarCMa4,AsinteMos,Cm4iPteai;16-llMlMdBaey.lMynim- 
hnAMSS, 331 swat BM 

199ft WtettOtt 8 U 6 W Msm 10-1 (Ml J Phrisni U BA 
FDRMeUIDE 

eooiS N All has enmy ctonca on Ms Heretorri second 0 CaidinN Riie n a dmnar event 
five wsBte ago. Toty SalduB has csled op Torir MoCoy tMs ilme and the huK M worth tah- 
hift Boots N Afl is the inoa l0«ly-racad horse to the Ina-up and he dd finish a (flsiance 
ctoafOfthaeihetsBtlleMf U id towMtwass d inrtt wi iyalciw-eade affair. After IbeFm has 
tswr. but a flompetant darning amaietr on ns badi. Med HaoMS wn'tear-aki does at 
toast come tto the laca vaih a conftoetBe-booedng vrfn bshnl hn, atoeii in a four-runner 
evant at TaunoTL Abtol Soft 11 IS quite vnal handcttpsd compared 0 Ms numies rating but 
has showi tone n pravtous ctaairig stnmpis, whSe Alartrnn Heir, a far fifth of 19 to a 
tiandiCM) MtoBa a MarMet (tesen a month to a tndiy customer. AstM liHaaton. a last 
gnistd winner ttoie o« huidtos, has shown Htto over tencas. ‘toifng at Bansw Iasi oma, 
bulMai Aaaat has shown a abiimBr of aHhty and could snetei a place If htojumptog stands 
the asL IBdfia A Has has toitod te oomptaie In five of Ms latest saicn anenvssy but has 
the abi^ o ilgiiB if ne nWia^ 0 gsi round uweathed. Setectoam BOOTS N ALL 


MO iaiinMAIi<S8).>lRjiWEihHaiite51lI., JBtotta 

DFR iniEDWIIDe9)f5lipMMlilndAFaiTieuu<i|bUdlFJnaari51l3.. --ftqrlMtop) 

00 IBUI0F'nChlAlCHE31IMsEtSbaBtRttisili.teJRniia<eu2 BFann 

45QD33 MORPHEUSCUKHftMAPmeiDMcrasonau? ... a J u l ias oii 

336 l)orBUICKfR(49l(ausiPf«M£0U2 JRost 

Or SRaCV(7OUntesEMvEn0)r«JkicCarKiOke6UI SWym 

41-20P aOUnoSffiUlpSf’EcaCMRscfigiWesHhn^fill^ DouttU 


00-33 SIRONB TEL (181 limy hear MP«eTU2 -APMeCay 

0060 BEUBMMaBIlAJessDpiAJessiipSlOU — .ThM 

0006CP lUSIRBSTODORaniUrsf MIOddesuiiSMteveiOU NMm 


-Mdactted- 

aenBfftRMBaUR 11-0 Sberlliyiie. 10030 gnsBglM. 9-2 Morplwss,13.3«clim,i0-ia«rfey 
L^art, Pel Bbck UK. IS-l Um M The Haidi, 291 othen 
189ft WVd Ma KW £ 11 id; F Mry r.4 lAfiss H 1 j ran 
FORM GUIDE 

STRONG ts raiatM to some wmntng (umpets and ts artaQmg op 10 »m a laee. havmg 
made a pteaang nuroies debut after mo bumper nets. He was teaien 14 wngins in tmtsn- 
tog Mr) to Spltoidid Tiyno a Newbury last nms but faded only between itie Iasi two and 
thetongeroip should show him in an even betier li^i.SOiwrTbyiia concedas 7ib by virtue 
of MS Wanwcit «v«i from Chttrful Aspect, bur bea m g ihai decern recruit by IS len{3hs snoim 
him 10 be pmenaally useful and it was cenamiy a big imorDwemem on hs v/mcamcn sec- 
ond to Ima Fcm earty M mmpi. DtelM was seoond. but held by the winnei. when favng 
at (he sttoond last at Mtodsor tost nme, tun R can asy to lieep on die sale of IMS Pnardanie 
gptoKig, who won a Chepstow bumper Ian season and heeded ihe run when smh to Scoi- 
by at toumpion m November. Mondieua ana the Ukeiy improver Pot Biaefc Uk can no best 
of me others. SetaellOK STRONG tel 






KYPEiaON 

y f^ Part arttwJi 2:30 Rhythm And Bhies 3J)0 

Tim Whote Ho«3JO PaifctySMOy 4X» Spltf&^ 

fiADtoto 430 ClalresMfafi - 


IEDOV 5 MPSON MADEN CHASE (CLASS 
E) £ 4,200 added 3 m 2 r 110 ^ 

1 ' 682042 Bn8WBWmi(19|MW!sasiau8 JbMHmto 

2 rmP6P tMaECONIROLaSIRRMllUB OOSMben 

3 9>PRU2 TNEIWIX£HOG(U0KBSiftr8U8 .JtBtontOO 

4 630900 'flONDtBUfeierm^BaMngrua BRHton 

-AdedaM- 


BEllweiDElBdtoHsBma.lU'nelMMtollDg, frlBMsBWt- 
aay, 19i Ontoa CaiM - 


IlSiS: Gitod w FIbb. 

LiA-ttond Mirdle winw; agm. uf UlIM rhiir couise.'n^ 

U M tadttbto ftt 






leeipaniea owr-iw 

are. S4 Pto 35 *« ««* **‘’**^ ""■*" . 




]»wen'n«Ad«. 


iirM 




JUSIK*' W7VKSE HAM)^ 

^^!;i^£4v200«kl6d2m2f 

SS SIG* ff ■ ® 



JMdV 

SJoataeo 




an.tf.iitohftiBtt 


GRAND SPLETDOUR HATOICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £ 3,500 edited fon Gf UOyds 

211803 BBElHBIMLmTMcftMineuU AftUBMn 

aaB«a «NU 6 ttaSfVefr(ll}JBi|p 71193 spNsllk)Min 

OCQ 1 & 6 F VMnfiEOJEErdDjaiiBidBUB pm* 

jasao PNI 0 ISM 0 ( 19 (C 18 RBucMerlOUO JPomI 

F3PF59 SOB8BS(S8|NHEndaBVil01013_-JIAnbSwtedB 
3KM ief9FI»an8iC2Gn6LMiCRl2U2.--PHMay 

0MPS3- GSmaMNSDOTftPMwptifTlOO LAMsBA 

50D1O3 iiMI«NSt)(niCqSVltaa«iBiil2190 .AHonb 

AMBSn asWe lOsL ten lonteap Hteglcs OmdBiiton SIR. RasM) Sst llL 

ninnia TiTittiiii nun mn in Tnnirtlnrt Miir 1 1 wWfir 

91 PaS 48 MKT-lSodriais, 846 (teliMiSM. 104 flBahto. 2 D-lNBW 

sel temB ao 

HORSE AND HOUND CHARLTON HUNTSi 
CHASE (CLASS H) £ 2,000 added 2 m 3 f 

iSaSl-a BU 6 IIW( 14 iKRftene 612 fi,.-.---Mri>SJaBeB( 7 ) 
443193 C 0 RfrSnBIIU.(iqfilBStenl 012 a.JfteMeE( 7 ) 
BSOn/ EHUBB(E 9 GMsDliGCBtydU 0 JftTllfeCtoteNN 
AttSAF fUHIMBIRmtfUliMUUOifrNfiJteMn 
qOlV SPIBBEJUBSinGL%MkRwUl20Jft8M4Mffl. 

7EtCSNI7OGCM«7120 MtAttnmte 

Faiwe HsnSSB D C Tudsr 7 11 9 Jft E BMtaOn 0 
MgfSi NBsaHBKia09FBenBnl2119 — IftFBsuaDO) 
-Sdedared- ^ 

linTHKL IVlft Vwrft fcran— , « toMwa, 4.1 ereNSaede. T-1 Eft 
Jr£»11teG^M4nBiiicnvtt2D4ltelitel,3M 



HANDICAP HURDLE (QLASS G) 
£3fl00 added 2ni 2f UCyrte 

anMft ,' mossiSBtt33iq|Cn6Eni(Bit613DJftR3lDn)M(S) 
FW« BBaieWIBBFMTlbonB«jDne7U4JIAfB^ 
MlSM.CUKSMWffilGRMTaitoMaUl 

233ee fioEovfCSjsniatogareios Ss lesffi 

S-P64P lOPMIIUSGJSenneaBlOl 
em^ jM&woRostevRRMSioi 
PQfDEl- SEIlBfllW(8««UGniitel41DO. 

llMnunttGcJO«L.fta»r«tfM 
BETIMft 94 CtottMn, 34 Mnr. 4-1 1 
74100800^84 



ss 




3.10 


fXeiN AND JOHN SSHPSON HGAP CHASE 


HYPERION 

2JO Posted Abroad 2 AQ D’Arbtey Street 
3J0 Twin Palls 3.40 River Unshion 4 JO ErnI 
4 j *0 Glenugie 


(CLASS E) £ 4 J }75 added 2 m 5 f 

135431 CROSSOIMNOffmfCBfl»aKLlt-'?l^~BAtony 
215313 TWBIFMlS(ll)GMIitocre6U6 J~ 


GOING: Gttod toFlrm iGoed bi places). 

■ l^-hsiKL uMbilaUiig couiw. Easy fmceK ond lung runtn 
BC^urw Is ImSE^bewniwarjiUMiiDiiorABflHund A1T7. Bus 
service Icdfli BlodsoD suifon F!bn ) or DurhaiR rttUwi ( f -im }. AD- 
USSKWi Paddock SA (QAPa £4): Counc 12. CAB PARK: Free 


SPrfPP DERMaEB(40)P!ltoUilipanlOU2~£ 

4 044334 RBItyDEE(5)(C|VThnTp»n8100 RSWdS 

-Adsetored- 

Mhimun atlffi: 109. True hWicto welgM' Rsn Dee 39 nti 
BErrMft Eisbs Crass evsua, IMIMn FSis, 11-2 Ths tesetar. 12-1 
ndqrOe* 


3 M\ 


MARY REVELEY RACING CLUB NOVICE 
CHASE (CLASS E) £ 4 J)TC added 2 m 5 f 


BUNKERBO FlBerTaiEi Rye bm (3. 10). 

WINN8BS IN IRE LABTSBVBN DATS: OosH Cannon i-S.ini 

mm hereen Ttiesiter. 

U>NO-DieEANCB RUNNERS: Mfaa Colette <J.-101. Le Den- 
gtm (3,40) & Oar WDbA M-IO 3 hnve bn.-n M.'ni IS 8 miles Iq' 
Mr D Thornsun from MUnaihon, Tayside. 


511410 MliMUU>(43)RS)Mit.ASiM«areSlia ISwpto 

133544 LE»SIMI{32)tCaM$l>1MnSQnlOUS...0Pantt 

S31-S1 HVBIIMSHKMiUlJHjtfnsmTUS ADottta 

47SW3 MASrBinASHMUI(7)UeMneiElev8U3 PMven 

itnjues HOST RICH (IS) etteiM9u: ecttaeMOiv 


2JJ0 


STANLEY RACING SERIES NOVICE 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £%000 added 2 m If 

4 50UO SnuSHIWERWL(B7)MtegB«&llB JUftiee 

333050 SDZMIMlMCMUeeefill? MBeMky 


lOioe^ rrfiisnwT nnir ft if mi'i i~n i. inn t in 1 1 weiy 

7 OMP RMBRONEmvihoRpsonBlOU JlrMTItoRtosaa 

-Tdactand- 

8EnBlG:6.5l»aitkslmi.94UBaBiHattnBn. 91 Le Densbai, 7-1 
Dmi Lad, 12-1 Moal Rieb, 2S4 Panons BeRe, SO-l RMiaoaa 


4.10 


88 ni'n5QN8IZ)(lNMnDSftto9112 

HFQOP PaMrPUIT{33)FMlt9i7U2 


— jiMoft My 

RBatolv 

.JlFMer 


IK) PDSIERMmwmJHMnaiSil? 

OPP-PP RfERUMdGJf^eUl fiStonyB 

D SUIMU){USII}{U8)MM00erSU3 DeishB)iM 

QPSVO TWg»TEXMI{invibarn0sOn8il?..JftMTIni9Ha 
KKIOD TSMI6ltm«MD0n5112 1 ~ 


3 iMDMaaEBSCUBREm(13)MM«5U2..»AO^ 
A WEiVONS FRS 07? T Rte S U ?. 


MAPtoWr 


OOMQ 1WREfilBBWi£(a}iKJdnofl5U2. 
-Udacartf- 

nnmr niint raiii ii fiiii i Miiiiii itmimifirirr" r i 


Ma)MlftNMl,l 


I M Ite Tyisn, m SiMato, 29 1 oDton 


I STANLEY CASINOS NOVICE CHASE 

^ (CLASS E) £4,075 added 3m » 

25M34 mmjrtSnmpaimv/tfgipSUB RSnlBy 

SSFSB coolWEinHaiMiPCtesiniAdu:.. — RsegieB 
fsvai nSnUMyMU.f5VBn>p5ni5113 — MUTbampm 

^5gP6 MIJIUr(lS)MS(Mea97ll2 .-OPtttor 

P 0NaMB6BUy(l^MsMRBw^9113...-_Pnian 

305 MSS QOtsnEliqiiltoDTtaracn 91011 iiMte 

(yP4F40 oenc M Mbs M 10109 71011 — 

-Ti' ■ ■ 


STANLEY RACING NOVICE HURDLE 

(CLASS E) £3JX)0 added 2in Sf UOyds 

1 213CP0 IOIGSMN5lRAL(S)DL4rr«71ia iftsM 

2 P ALJIIMQaMVilaMeUZ BBtony 

3 p PUNNVBUCX|42)ih]Dlii»n7U2 UHokawy 

4 4F-f9K mSV60y(14|D(3iiCiai!C.-. Mite51mb(^ 

5 36 EM(FN(EaTT3e5U7 AMbCnII>v[7) 

d OeXK lMnSSir(21)MbMrteele}-6U2 PMon 

7 QPO HNS av (21) WisS Harper haler 7 117 MFuter 

S 5 MIUMftt6E(3bJhJ:inBn611? ftOoHto) 

9 54 lilKEBFUi02)Llir«a6U2 ASngda 

10 (SO R0IMUWnK(13)VThcncS(ii51I3 .JftHThonpteB 
U 940QS0 'nC8HMB(MlimU)(15)j36toaiiS11231tele'{S) 

11 OOCUG-O aURMJU(87)MsDTtaTson8i011 OPean 

-Udadaca- 

BEniNft 92 KBrMecBrt, 34 Haior Hags, 7-2 Mbe Sian, 5-1 Tbs SItoh 

toe l£^ 7-1 ftte, U-1 Mics Mena, 291 Sumy Beck, S91 ethMS 


4.40 


STANLEY RACING HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3D00 added 2m If 

P16653 nRin5(2G(DlUScHeR^5120 DPftttofB 

nu-3Sa &UiiiiClSiuspaUL[2inDBaiito6UiO.JCala0iaii 

.'13143- KSniMEONISOaRAbi^ue SMebasefTI 

F-PQF30 ffiOSflBEemC)rSuey7U5. BGrany 


BOTMft 1911 Dteb^ SinaL Ur8 FMr My. 91 Mb CatoOe, 13-2 
MSasft Bib> 191 Otolltaiy fM. 12-1 OmI Weaaier. 14-z Tadb 


063045 GLEIM£(12}{Gn6MHrt6104 NBatittey 

ftiiwn PRIUPSUEUnE{i3)MsJBte«ii810:..jaBPRDfiBM 
-SdasM- 

BEmWi: 91 GtoaiMe. 7-2 Bend SMBs. 4-1 ftyapSteeiU, 93 Ow ms. 
91 Artteawi, 91 gmsnwMIl Spseto) 








I 


sport 


The markei leaders, Alamein 
and New Centun'. are guaran- 
leed a run, hui ihe 1993 winner. 
High ftemrum. needs two hors- 
es TO be withdrawn to gain a 

B laee in the iine-up. 

I Mary Revele)' and the con- 
dilional rider Gary Cahiil bad 
their punishments for breatdng 
the non-iricTs’ rule ai Sedgefield 
iast Tuesday with Supreme Tar- 
get reduced by the Jockey 
Cub’s disdptinary commitiee 
yesierda}'. Raley’s fine was cut 
from £1.000 to £600. and 
Cahills ban reduced from sev- 
en dill's to five days. 


New Century beckons 
at 12-1 with Coral 


Lincoln Handicap: New Cen- 
tury (3^ Kuala lipis are a lop- 
priced 12-J wiib Coral - Ihc 
Tote go 9-1. 

Ehtbai Worid Cup: Kanun- 
tarra is 10-1 (Ladbrokes) 
William Hill go 7-1. 

2JIOO Guineas: Rev oqne is 7-1 
(Coral)- William Hill go 11-2. 

L,000 Guineas: Reams Of 
Verse is 8-1 (Ladbrokes) - Coral 
^ 6-1 - while ^hshniak is 14-1 
(WlIfiamHD])- Ladtyokisgo 7-L 
Fleet Riwis 25-1 (Ladbrokes)- 
Corai /'William HiU ga 14-1. 



Oaks: Sararir is 25- 1 (Coral ) 
- William Hill go 14-1 - whilo 
Yashmak i.s 25-i (Coral) - 
W'iUiain Hill andLadbrokes cif 
16-1. 

Derby: Happy Valentine is 
12-1 (Corall-LadbrokesgoS-l 
-while Shaya is 33-1 iCoraD- 
Ladbmkesgo 16-1. 

Ian Davies 


il Lincoln HanificaD dm) 

Hrasa arain«/wei£m> 

Coite wmsrnHn 

Ladbiotans 

Itotn 

Alnmata (W HseeabBaBihi 

B-L 

6-L 

e-1 

9-1 

Itearfialsv HW iMt5 J Ransden/BsiBIl^i 

_i0-i 

U-1 

lO-l 

..9-1 

Kinln Unis l.P Coie'Ssiaibi 

12-1_ 

u-.i 

10-1 

5^.1 

Mmw ftontim 1 D f iKFierf R/Rq 1 rih) 

12-1 

11-3 

u -1 

41.1 

Cand Miisfct 0 Bacine<5sU3toi 

14-1 

121 

12-1 

11-J 

ROMMMnstral iB UtMahmvMllui) 

14-1 

14-1 

14-1 

19.1 

"■ Mosle iG hslla«Kto'9$ri0l0i 

U-1 

1-J-l 

IS-l 

16-1 

Skir Damn lU Tomm-inVRt.iTlhi 

16-1 

2£>-l 

16.1 

16-] 

Iteiddewaed Rhfite (B UeeharaSstStei 

16-1 

2GJ_ 

2Q.I 

22-1 1 

1 EaeA-vrey a gujntrr the odoa. oiaces 1. 2. 

3. -> lOohcaster. SdiuitUyi 

1 

=ii 


Berry: Following with punters Photograph; Sporting Life 


1 Dubai world Cuo dm 2f) 1 

Hnrsa aralngr.i _ 

WMIamHn 

le.dbtoktt 

SfpfMii (f7 M^rdeiaVS' 

11-4 _ 

_ _?'l 

Santttt iR MandeiU'USi 

4-1 

7 a* 

FUftrtin lE LeflNitoe.'FM 

S-1 

fi-i 

SmMBlMl Ik/I fiTniflei 

5-1 

5-1 

Ftartnal QdW cw P^/tj.<^. 

7-1 

6 1 

Kannarra bn Aiunon 

r-j 

10-1 

rtawiMirtlfBi 1 1 Giwlwti 

14-1 

191 

teran tno iM TomMunsi 

20-1 

30-1 

Inartar IG VIMF.itVMi^'AiKI 

2 £>-l 

20-1 

Knv or liMli <K MrlAOilini 

M-t 

m-t 

Biou ClMla iM John&iuni 

33-1 

33-1 

Hokiite Vega (TaKao Ndkena Jap) 

33-1 . _ 

^1 

liMo le Bmiairti 

_ . »1 

_.25_1 

Each-nay s guater ihe ukft. places 1 

h, 3 rNad AI Sheha, Satuiday. 

JP Uarcfi: 


II Grand National Handicap Chase (4m 4f) i 

Hone aralnei/weien'. 

Corel wntamHin iMHiglws 


Ineil toiBana iS nrooAstvm/SV^il.^lhi 

9-1 

10-1 

W-1, 

6-1 

isn RaOMIe IJ O'.'toea.'hsiBIbl 

l&i- 

ini 



ttiani Ray <C Broolfi'lOslND) 

. Ifet. 

12-1 



Airtotti (Mm S BramNI'FKnl.'kibi 

10-1 

14-1 

16-1 

J&L 

AwB Ansan IM CamaOn'lOiaMbi 

Itatonae lOnrt (P NF'JulK'10<n1bl 

20-1 

— -Ifrl 
afct- 

...i&a 

20-1 

-J&l — 
16-1 

J&X 

£j> atiettne iT rafe.'li>a4tbt 

20.1 

16-1 

20-1 

MMde IWe (A 1 T MtUA^lNDl 

apJL- 

20-t 

^a-L 

.itx 


2ftl 

90-1 

90-1 

2f-l 

1 

- 

IS 

i 

< 

II 

2i-l 

ao- 1 - - 

-Ifel 

.20:1 

II EKh-na:- a quarter (he odds, places 1. 2. 3. 

4 (A/ntiee. SaiuiCay. 5 Apmi 


li 2 j 000 Giuneas Stakes dm) ll 

HereennMMit 

Cere! WWamHlE i|»rtrtni.a« (I 

Bahhare U Ourxoni 

ta_. 

7-2 

1.1 

ttevoque (P CnpppftiHyOih' 


11:3 

.6-; 

tarihenet ID Loctert 

ftl 

B-l 



IB-l 

14-1 


fWHen.'L.L’itfnpniL 

. 16-1. 

IW _ 

..U'l 

tertmiPCPWi 

A&L- 

16-1 

iJ-i 


3IM _ 

lej 

20^ 

II E)u2i-Ka:-4 ouvrer ihecteJl paces Z, f. 

3 iiWwnurdel SdfUioaF. 3 Alte' | 


li 1X)00 Guineas Stakes dm) ll 

1 MNaemansn 

Com 

WBttiHIB 

Ladbrokes 

1 SiMBVthiM (H ceciii 

3-_l 

3-1 

7-2 

II AlararilEttnndiserSaeMbPSurocr/ S-1 

S-1 

fill 

Be— Of Verse iHCeerfi 

6-1 

7.1 

B-l 


10-1 

R-T 

8-1 

Rvefan U Gosdeni. .... 

KliaMah . 1 Twwienl 

u-1 

.Jftl - 

14-1 

(loiibtful 

ifci 

Ya^tesMob CaHIi 

U'l 

14.1 

'ii 

Seravtr IW R Hemi 

14.1 

14-1 


navrta lU <lnin »1 

u -1 

14.1 

20-1 

Fleet River iH Ceali 

141 

14J 

SA 

II £scr^MeFd(7UtoterlneafbftO>^ae5l. ? 

3 ,'AtoMrntofr«£ J { 


1 Oaks Stakes dm 4f lOvds) ) 

Hnna Oraim: 

Coral 

waBranlBB 

ladfarnkea 

FijiJHCeein 

20-1 

16-1 

20-1 


20-1 

J6-1 

dluDRul 

S^rey^OV. R Hem) 

2S-1 

14-1 

201 

Ytthmak Of Cecin 

2B-1 

-16-1 

1I5-1 

II Eseft-wev a puaner the ocKft. pieces 1. 

2. S lEpsom. FnPto'. 6 .lune' |j 


II Derby Stakes dm 4f lOvds) !i 


Coral 

WBHemHin 

LaittrokM 

En&ttreneur (M Sioute'f 

14-1 

10-1 

19 1 


10-1 

fi-l 


26-1 

201 

90.: 


95-1 

90-1 

33-1 

Shaea iWRHnmi 

33-1 

.•Wl 

16 1 

Eaco-irav a ouarrer die o<Ms. 

oiaMe 1. . 

. 3 (Elpeom, Ssruroav. 

7 Jurei 


RACING RESULTS 


NEWCASTLE 

24)0; 1. eOLDOi FIDM£ 14 ThmnlO. 1. 2. 
Horaieni Sqirfni 11.4: a. Sinns Sauiii 14-1. 7 
rBk9-4rei6.'«e4ns»;6chi.il.7. JOtiitri Teto: 
£:.70:£2.4a £SJa OF. £13 70. C3F' £3^36 
2JO: 1. M1MA0 Ih MeCrato) 6-1 rf tor. 2. 
DoiK IWI Tam 10-1: 3. KManbcMh 6- 1 ji t». 

20 TMk v>. 2 . (H Maanowi. lotK £9.6ft 
£3 W. £3 ID. ti30 {3.50. DT- £74.50. CSF: 
£67 60. Tnaa £375.91. Tia:!32».90, £166^:3 
eamea top.vaid to unenner 4.20 ioom. 

SJlOe L niUL HOK iVto F Mmnifn. 10-1. 
De«d4WM a. HtoltoMnim 5-1 a IJtas Wen- 
lock 9.2. Bian. 21 tovWsuiAle loini. '.co- 
ne. iR Tm. rets: £11 30: £230. Higtmirxi 
£9.10, ucie wenig^ £1.9. OF: P<tei hone. Higr^ 

wnamn Fixsn RnW hOW. UlUr A'enloek 
CSF. fMHooi.HVCMmm £17.97. 
Rnu Hope, unto mkmock £3S.M. 

saftl. WOODY OWSAfiRhotKcr.' M;2. 
fienenf Deltoit 19-1. & nwitoe View 9-1 11 
iwL 7-4 tto Ud fbi Ftonsarne iten. 3. y.. IP Need, 
nami. Mb E7S0: £1.50. OJft £160. OF. £S33a 
CSr; Tnx £8600. Nib CnM RmrWM'. 

4J»:].BitMaU5VWY(Ptovenl {.uisf: 
3. PatkOfe 11-4: 3. UrehcF 15-1. 4 ran. 4. dki 
iwri M Re«tev>. Tote: £130. OF- £1 SO. CSF. 
£1 63. W: Swifi Jtpaete. 

4-35.- 1. MUJUO IS Sre>«y' i-»Uv.Z Fm 
LMdet 15-8: 3. SBwigBiMC S-1 5 ran. 2 r. 
9. (B M«ctBf(sam. lew £3 10: £1.30. £1.90. 
OF- £330 CSF: f-f 99. 

&aa 1. £0 NMIVS |R WFssgni 12 ' 1 2. wyih 


«arSlta0n4-6toi:3.Landlet7.l. 10 ten. 1. 
3 .MriSSiT 


■ Snwhi, TetK £90.60: LA la Clio. 
£9ia DP: £19.50. CSF; £:!a63. Ino: £15J0 

Ftneepoe £970,20. Quedpot: £17.60. 

Haee 6: £ 194.9S. Ptaee 6: £6236 


MARKET RASEN 

1. CUTtwnATKIO IM A Pi^ntfi B-13 
tov; 2. BaWM Ktoe U-l: 3. Just SttoPSMll 13. 

2 B IWL 2V . T. lUrt U Re«ele)>. TMs: UKt 
fua iien £110 Oft £7.90i CSF; iASft Tto 
£ft3a N5: Baton RoyeL 

£.40: 1. CtAWERllOUSE iR tSanoi 11-3, 3. 
BiwdyOase9-4-.3.GaMtlHenS-4t» 4ran, 
3. 7. U FtoGeniQ' Ttes: £990. Dr; £15.90. CSF: 
£35.77, 

300: 1 SUPRSME FLYER J OtBonvi 911 
an: 2. Larhsha 91; 3. Sepmabec Branie 9-3 
B itoL V . IK asftvI.IMK £1.413 £14X1. £2A>. 
£U0. OF- £3.<>0- &5F: £--33. 

3.45! LNenERBT SAID IP 15-8 <F.; 
Z,uelna 6 nln 3 -l: 3 .J 8 aBn'sB^ 3 'l 4 nMt. 
6, nk. (F BnjrwJ. Tbtt: £5X0, OF £9.70 CSF: 
£5.61 

a iR- 1. GAEUC BUJE iRicnani 15« 
<»; 2. HlntolllK 20. 1 3. Record Lover 11-9, 
S lert. 19. H. Ms 3 SnvJii. Tcoe: rj iCc £230. 
££.40. DF: £15.00 CSf: £^.36. 

4.45; Z. GRMBD <D Svime.’ U-O-' 2. Desert 
Ftece 7-1, ft Sassfirer 71. 9 ran. t .2 to- 
MeolBtordvdeMednaeil l'.«3.iMBinai.Ttotei 
£7.W. £1.«. 0.10. £3.50. Oft £^.90. CSF: 
£39.41. Truraz £247^9. Tio: £34.00. 
Ptoceppt: Elsa 40, Qwdpnfc £l7.3D. 
nsGS ft £ 180.96. Piece 6: f 143.9B. 


SOUTHWELL 

230: 1. ICEDIE MATCH Nt 4-1 to: 
2, Afarei 10- 1: ft CheerM Graom tl . 1- 14 ran. 
HN a '1 J OHeiiii. Itec: £5.70; £1.40. £3 00. 
£3.90. DF: £15.30. O&F: L36.83. Tnees'. 
£367 99. N'% HurraV^ LiadU. Tnx £24:.J0 
230: 1. WALK THE BEAT iD Sneenas,! 9-2. 
2. Jibaieen 5-2 lav: ft Fast Spin 7-1. 14 cen. 
1 c2. IMM-MTl Jalm: £6.10; £2.60. il AC. 
£2.10. DF; ao TO CSF; tl j 67. tro; S29M 
Wt Awe&oir« veri-ure. 

3^ 1. CAPTAM scon .0 Cenex lj.2.9. 
HaBan Symphev 5-1. a Deep Water l-Z to' 
10 ran. 4, 10 U Omeo Tete: Llfyifr £1.90. 
£1.40. £1.10. DF. £16.90. CSF. £32.05. T-c 
£9.50. 

3.5ft 1. fWER IftEK >6 C«to> 11-3: a CaldBr 
KH^ 10-1: 3. Bieenepan 11.2 6 ran. $.4 rn 
LMtorS Spnn 'Jtni. 6, 2. <R Armatcngi, TMS.' 
£6.20: £2.50. £L7Ci, £1.30. Oft £17 TO. CSF 
£S4 15. Thus- £334.74. 

4.25: 1. HA veUE POUQUE a SFraLa 1 6 - 1 
a pnpenal Garten 7.2. a Lunar Mneie 7-2. 9 
rtoi. S-2 lav Tnle(alL'^. Hd. n*. IW GM lumei:, 
ttee: 114.60: £i 90. £130. £2.20. OF. £11.60. 
CSF- £96.76. ino: £19 90. 

435: L CATS BOTTOM iM 3r.AdVt 9-2 <' 
to, a (tiieens SiraSer 10- 1: 3. QUd Unbig 5-L 
U ran. 9-2 |i tto Daito Janes' CJn i''..2- -a 
A tovconMi Tata: £‘ 00: £150. £3 20 £7.00 
OF. £15 00. CSF. £46 a Tncart; L293.09. Inc 
£5550 

5361: L HOH MAJESTW <6 UO^i 6 3: 3. 
Bold Ailstocrat 13-2, 3. Smm MHe 5-1 
15 ran. Nf. 3. IP T)v-vs«a<. Tare: £7.60. £1. 7n. 
£3.50. £9.20 DF; £1160. CSF' £40.59 Tn:eSr 
£909.75. Tnu. -41 00 

liChpat Mo; uon: £]lJ46.l6unKC Kv.veia. 
Plaespat: i>6.40 Quadpot: £1150. 
tepee 6; £63439 teocc S: £2-LB3. 
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LIVE COMMENTARIES 



£^t«eHFpa« 


. U.> jA: 9iWOT»fC<tfl 




"Wflank fowai^hai^is^proveTOe"^^ 

. Cinrf anH \A/on in tnG TroriL nvc 


he TianK lorwaru ^^ndivio five 

losses to Wales because England won in 

=r-I« preference No &. The Isa nro^ hfa 

wbom McIntosh came on as a sud- 


Lonc before last Saturday morning 
- in fact as soon as the Welsh learn 
was announced - 1 decided against 
havinc the double on France and 
^iiles'ihai 1 had prociaimed in a pre- 
vious column. About France I was 
confident, but about Stilus 1 had m- 
creasing doubts. The replacement of 
HO injured Arwel Thomas by 
Jonathan Da\ies was. 1 
more than a fair exchange. But 1 id 
not think the side could su^’W’c the 
loss of leuan Evans. Scott Gibbs and, 

most of ail. Colin Charvis. 

Evans still has the knack of scor- 
in® tries, even at his advanced age, 
ihou^ he would have been hard put 
to it to cross the line once on Sat- 
urday: his rcplacemcni. Simon ™n, 
did not receive a single pxss. Gibbs 
would have disrupted England s 
I midfield more effectively than any- 


one else and might have put some- 
thing together with Allan Bateman 
(who nevertheless had another gpod 
game despite Gibbs' absence). 

But the loss of Charvis, the dis- 
covery of the season - ev en ihou^ 
he is not in the preliminary Lions 
party - was the most serious. It 
meant that 'Vfeles' forward thrust dfr 
pended mainly on Scott Quinnell, 
and secondarily on Gareth 
Uewellyn. England would still have 
won, because they won in the front 
five, and Charvis is a Danker. 

Throughout the season I have had 
doubts about Kevin Bowring s se- 
lection policy in this area. Now is as 
good a time a.s any to air them. To 
begin with, why is Craig QuinneU al- 
ways the lock who conies on as a sub- 
stitute three-quarters of the way 
through the second half.’ Why can 


he not for once be given a fuU game 
as Llewellyn's partner? 

Then there is the front row. 
Garin Jenkins, though something of 
a walking provocation, is still I 
think the superior of Jonathan 

Humphreys. The captaincy would m 

Humphr^' absence be assumed t^ 
Gibbs. David Young has made a 
conunendable return to cu^ union 
buu despite my prejudice m favo^ 
of former league players, Jolm 
Davies looks better as a ught-hea^ 

Indeed, front row forwards are the 

only former league players whi^o 
not return to the iimon game as to- 
ler performers. This is becaiiM 
have been compelled to spend their 
dme in not scrummapng but mste^ 

in standing virtuaDv upri^t while the 

scrum-half bounces the ball off the 
outside leg of the loose-bead prop. 



ALAN WATKINS 


The strongest Welsh front row 
would consist of Davies. Jenkins and 
Lyndon Musioe (who canplay on ei- 
ther side). It is surprising that 
Bowring has been unable to see thi& 
Nor is the No 6 poss^ion at all 
satisfactory. Steve WilUams, Hem 
Tavlor and Dale McIntosh are ail by 


WDUm lVfcwmiW«U wuaw WS* — — — — 

StitiM** a^lnst England) are not 
Welsh at all but New Z^andeis. 
However, they are better players 
than the sitting tei^U WHiaiiM. 

There are also big holes on both 
wings- Evans cannot go on forever, 
^en if he is fully fit, whidi uabap> 
pDy he rarety is. The left wir^ po- 
sition remains a difficult problem, 
as it has always tended to be m 
Wales. Dafydd James had a 
wretched game against Irel^d, 
whOe Gar^ Thomas - who, like 


James, is 


jaiucB, j 

has fared little better, and on — 
urday showed distressing signs m 
such, a big chap of what toe RAF 
used to can lack of moral fibre, 
^yne Proctor might do better, 

wh^ admitted^ is not saying mudL 


He coirid scarcely do worse than 
he did as a full-badt. It is turt tus 
faulL He is by nature 

Jenkins went off, Bowring was lucl^ 

that Davies couW take over toe gi»- 

kidring. He should Oso a 

proper fuU-backmp^tion.^^ 

Jusm Thomas out of favourt-Why 
was Mike Rayer discarded as 
neremptoiily as he was? 

It is not as if Bowring s over- 
whelmed tv a profusion of t^t. 
He has a nucleusof very ffXJd 
ers: Jenkins, Bateman, 

Robert Howtey, toe Qui^ bioto- 

eis and Charvis. Scotland haw few- 
er. Alan TkiU Keii Log^ 
Tbw-nsend and Rob Wamwnght. 
Ireland have Jeremy Davidsom 
1 hope Jenkins’s arm mends ii 


time for toe Fran 

presumab^ 

JemoSSatesthatlamnotaprop- 

er gambler at all. 




France advance, 



ngland enhance 


Chris Hewett looks at the rugtjy lessons of the 
Five Nations' Championship and suggests that 
An^o-French domination is not all it seems 


Three cheers for France, two 
and a half for England, vaiyiog 
degrees of sympathy for the per- 
secuted Celts and a new na- 
tional anthem for toe IrisL 
Well, the “Soldiers Song” 
seenLS somehow inappropriate 
for a side who. having lost 
everv half-decent player they 
poss^ to the Courage leagues 
have now compounded tocir 
own catastrophe by surrender- 
ing the will lo fight. 

A superficial reading of the 
peaks and troughs of toe la.st lU 
weeks suggests that the IW 
Five Nations' Championship 
offered the definitive conm- 
mation of European ru^s 
slide into institutionalised Ln- 
equality. France and England, 
rich in resources and secure in 
structure, breathed in the rari- 
fied air of toe mountain tops 
while the second-class citizeniv 
to the north and west laboured 


in the foothills, confined to 
base camp by the fell wind of 
half-cock professionalism. 

And it is undeniable thaL tak- 
en at their worst, the Celtic un- 
derclass looked so far off toe 
pace that toe real big guns of 
world ri^by^ toe AD Blacks and 
toe Sprin^ks- would need toe 

Hubble Telescope to trace them. 
Ireland's perfonnances againsi 
England and Scotland were ab- 
ject m the extreme while toe 
Scots were unim^nably hope- 
less during the second half of 
their opening match with Wdes, 
who, in turn, were naJve in their 
own fixture with toe Irish. 

As a result, there is an over- 
whelming teroptatioD to consign 
all three countries to the dust- 
bin of nigby history, to atow 
them to give it all up as a bad 
job and conccntiate on snook- 
er, curling and Gaelic football 
instead. Irom now on. you may 


Five Nations verdict 


Team of the 
championship 
j-L Sadoumy (France): t L^a- 
mand (Fiance), J Guscott (Eng- 
land). C Laniaison (France). D 
Venditti (France); A Thomas 
(Whies). R Howtay (Wales); C Cal- 
Ifono (France), M Dal Maso 
iFrance). J Leonard (En^nd). M 
Johnson (England). S 9iaw 
(Engand). A Benasi (France). F 
Pelous (France), 0 Magne 
(France). Close contenders: A 
Bateman (Wales), O Merle 
(France). L DaHa^o (England). 


by a sconng flick to the ferthftjl 
open-side flanker. Three steps to 
heaven? No. The real distance 'is 
80 metres. 


Best quote 

Will Calling. “I thought you'd be 
arriving by donkey," he called out 
to Rob *The Messiah’ Andrew as 
the veteran outskte-h^ arrived by 

taxi to join the Engand squad in 
Marlow last week. But then, we 
knewWiH was possessed of a rich 
sense of humour. Look at the fun 
he's having with the tabloids on 
ttie subject of his retirement 


Reformed character 
oavier Merle. The big sof^ 
When toe man mountain played 
for (Srenoble. he puftoe honzontal 
heavyweights vifho plague pro- 

fossiona] boxing foshame; indee^ 

the only hortsontal aspert of 
Merle’s game was his ability to 

throw knock-out punches while ly- 
ing at the bottom of ructe. Now. 
though, he IS a model citizen, a 
ventable pacifist Presumably, he 
stopped off at Lourdes before 
completing his move to Montfer- 
rand. 


Best try 

OBvier Ma0ie V Scotland. 

ry in motion and every other «*tfoe 

you care to drag out When toe 
g)ds invented rugby, they had 
something like this in mind: off- 

the-mp ball from Patous, pin-point 
passing from Accoceberry, 
Aucagpe and Glas to put Lamai- 
son in the hole, a dummy from 
Leflamand to Sadoumy followed 


Best player 

CMstoidie Lanirason. Midfield vi- 
sion, a complete geomeby set hid- 
den in his nght boot artd a 
^louMer (foarge to (fie for, as Craig 
Chalmers will testify. Oh. and he 
also plays for Bnve. the most pas- 
ni^y town in Chn^entforvL 
Some people have Jam (in it 


Best punch 
Arwel Thomas. So what if 
Phflippe Carbonneau ttvx^ he'd 
been bitten by a gnat? Uttle Ar- 
wei's determinaoon to stand up 
and be counted showed he ^ 
guts as well as talent. Let's just 
hope his bnjised knuckles don't 
prevent him sitong his GCSEs. 


think, il's all about En^and and 
France. France and England 
and toe supercharged. Super 12 
superpowers from the super 
south. Super. 

There is much to be said for 
this theory. Certainly, the 
French l(3ok good early bets for 
the 1999 World Cup for m 
achieving a fifth Gruna C/ie/em 
without seven first-choice play- 
ers - Alain Penaud, their ma- 
jesiic outside-half, lengthened 
the absentee list to eight when 
he palled out of the finale with 
Scotland - they at last proved 
themselves capable of sianng 
adversire in toe face and keep- 
ing their cool rather than trying 
to knock its block off. 

Jean-Qaude Skrela, Pierre 
VlUepreux and Jo Maso, three 
names from toe pantbe(>D of 
Gallic n^, commanded siu- 
ficieni reject to ensure iron dis- 
cipline as well as will o' toe wisp 

adventure and they deserve as 
much credit for that as for 
toeir prescience in unleashing 
Chrislophe Lamaison and 
OlWer Magne on an unsus- 
pecting championship. 

So far so good for the Two 
Division lob&f. Hang on just a 
second, toou^ Have England 
got it anywhere near as right as 
toe French? Does the impres- 
sion of red rose supremacy 
over toe beleaguered outposts 
of toe British Isles have a firm 
a foothold in reality, or is it a 
mirage cast ^ a shower of im- 
pressive statistics? 

Thanks to that old English 
standby, a juggernaut pack, 
Phil de Glanville’s team gave 
short shrift to the Scots, Irish 
and Welsh. They scored 121 
points and 14 tries in those three 
games while conceding 32 and 
two. A slaughter of the inno- 
cents in anyone's language. 

Dig beneath the surface, 
th miffh . and toe clariiy bepns to 
blur. But for Paddy O'Brien's 
off-the-wall refereeing. Eng- 
land would have been big points 
down againsi the Scots before 
they had raised a sweat but for 
earlv injuries to Enc Miller and 
Eric EJwoocL the Irish might not 
have been quite so conciliatory 
in Dublin: but for the fact that 
Wiles were forced to confront 
their nearest and least dc^ 
while in the midst of their 
biggest injury crisis since Offa 
was building dykes... De 





Ss Frances crbwnmsn^ 


Photograph: Michel LIpchitz/AP 


Glanville might well have 
bagg^ hisTnide Crown anyway, 
but a germ of doubt still wrig- 
gles in toe back of the mind. 

Those Francophobes who 
believe Abdel Benazzi and com- 
pany simply got lucky in toe last 
20 rainulii at Twickenham - 
surprise, surprise, Brian Moore, 
the English pitbull, is foremost 
among them - should consider 
this. Would England have come 
within a lion's roar of toe title 
had toey been denied toe ser- 
vices of their entire threequar- 
ler line, both first-choice 
half-backs. Jason Leonard, 
Martin Johnson and Lawrence 
Dallaglio? No, you say? Well, 
that's precisely toe sort of injury 
list France were forced to swal- 
low as toe series unfolded. 

For alt toe talk of “micractive 
ru^'- and “big steps forward''. 
England are no nearer settling 
on their best half-back pairing 


or most effective centre part- 
nership than they were in Jan- 
uary. Rob Andrew's recall last 
week told even more about 
Rowell's confidence levels than 
it did about toe parlous state of 
yiniifiririn g in 3 countTy that has 
ab^r playing populatitjn 
than the whole of Celtic Britam 
combined. 

Contrary to toe widespread 
belief that* those Celts no 

longer be considered major in- 
ternational powers, they sliU 
have plenty to offer the world 
g^^ine. (Indeed, the world g^ 
needs them: rugby league has 
discovered to its cost toe prob- 
lems of maintaining the nece^ 
saiy pubb'c profile on the back 
of a tiny handful of meaningfiil 
participauts). But to emerge 
frotD the doldnuns, ihcy need 
to build from toe bottom by re- 
establishing toe credibility of 
ibe'ir club rugby and generating 


sufficient finance to keep toeir 
best players on tome 
The string thing about both 
the Irish and the Scots during 
this Five Nations was not the 
lack of fiass at toeir disposal - 
they have always struggled in 
that direction - but the lack of, 
how shall we s^, two-fingered 
Fi^rs like NickPop- 
pleweU and Gregor Tbwixnd 
will deny this until toeir dy^ 

day, but when you are traveUing 

to squad sessions from New- 
castle or Northampton rather 
than Greystones or Galashiels, 
- and, what is more, your eam- 
inge are quadruple those of 
most of toe others in the side- 
it is next to impossible to gen- 
erate toe sort of conunon 
jt that used to make Lansdowne 

_ .1 I > J.. . cn finr.: 
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Road and Murr^cld so for- 
DU pT^ E^anil’s 
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game, only the English will 
benefiL 
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Peters adds weight 
to Palace campaign 


Athletics 


England painted into a <mrner 


Hockey 


Man- Peicix the Bril'tsh Athletic 
Federation president, yesterday 
added her official support lo the 
iTowing campaign msive Crys- 
wl Palace as a' venue for the 

, i. 

The BAF support for the 
"Save Athletics at Crystal 
Palace" movement comes just 
J dav before the presentation of 
a l2,iX>U-sirong peiiilon to the 
MP.S. Terence Higgins, Kale 
Hoey and Menzies Campbell, 
all former international track 
and field athletes. 

The petition, to be present- 
ed at the House of Commons 
at raiddav today, will express 
opposition to pians due to be 
discussed by Bromley Ojuncu 
on 'Thursday lo dcmolBh the 
siadium's athletics facilities x's 
part of an attempt to save £ Im. 
If the Crvstal Palace 
ripped up, London would be leh 
a.s toe onlv European capital 
without a major atoletio venue. 

Peters, the 1^72 Oly-mpiL 

Games pcntatolete champion, 

said- “On behalf of the BAF. I 
wx'.uld like to support the re- 


tention and further develop 
menl of indoor and outdoor fa- 
cilities for athletics at Crystal 
RUace National Sports Centre. 

"Continued day-to-day ac- 
cess 10 these fadUlies for athletes 
and coaches in south London 
and the south-east region is vi- 
ol to the future well-being of aih- 
leiiis 'in the south of England. 
Crystal Palace has been a crucial 
part of the history and develop- 
ment of the sport in toe UK dur- 
ing toe last 30 years, and. until 
such time as a suitable aliema- 
iK’C for international matches 
can be provided in London. 
Crx'Stal Wace is needed." 

bean Capobianco. the Aus- 
tralian sprinter, was yesterday 
banned until 2000 after testing 
positive for toe anabolic steroid 
stanozoloi. ut a meeting in the 
Netoerlands last May. The de- 
cision was taken by u three-man 
International Amateur Athlet- 
ic Federation arbiimion panel. 

Capobianco, 26. tested pos- 
itive at a meeting in Hengeio on 
27 May last year for stanozoloi, 
the drug used to- Ben Johrtson 
when he tested* positive after 
winning 100 metres final at the 
the 19R8 Seoul Olympics. 


England 

Germany 


Christoph Beehraann, toe Glad- 
bacher striker, gave a strong 
German side toe points 'm toeir 
opening game in toe Gol^o Ju- 
bilee tournament in Karachi 
vesterday against a tired Eng- 
lish team who had played less 
than 24 hours previously-, writes 
Bill CohriU. 

England attain paid toe penal- 


ty' for their calculated risk of go- 
ing into the event without the 
services of their talented penal- 
ty corner specialist, Caluro Giles. 
For the second rime in Karachi 
they- failed w score from ci^t 
penalty comer awards. 

England went behind in the 
I4lh minute when Bechmann 
finished off good approach 
work bv Bjorn Michel. Having 
survived a fiv-c-minuie period 
with 10 men following toe lem- 
poraiy suspension of Guy Ford- 
ham just before the interval. 


England had their best period 
of play during the first iO miii' 
uics of the second half. In this 
time toev- forced four penalty 
comers - but to no avail. 

An unnecessary hitting of 
toe ball away by Brett Garrard 
gave the Germans toe first of 
two comers midway through the 
half with Bechmann scoring 
again from the se(»od after a 
four-pass switch. 

England looked much less 
sharp in yesterday's game than 
they had against Pakistan, which 


was not surprising after two 


rest today before playrang the 
Dutch Olympic champions on 
Wednesday. 

ENGLAND: D tadM (EaA. Ghnsl^: A 


Hiknp^ iCmeh): J W*"* 
B Gmre' 


. «_._J((k«Ufdid)VGIMhnlHMnsfcHA; 
B Shvpe iCannocM. J PjdOBactCawwc*),.J 

A (WM. GSpB. M Mon (Reattia 

^ ^ DWI ca»l«0rt). BWwgh 

B. N COiliMqf aachVteDn). D Hnd 


rSoij0igaia).NC< 

(EasKSiMtaad). 


Gaumim h . 

C M^orlMfer. C Bk«^ K W ^JeapU , 
PCranvB MlelMi.8Sa^.CB^«m 
ce»;0Daml«.SuhiftilMiiMd:P8UB- 
lea. M (BoHi. C Itott. 

Ui^lM J Gonson iNatll. IteM Nnn IPah). 


Steelers primed to defy Devils 


Ice hockey 


STEVE FINDER 


Sheffield Steelers are In good 
heart for next weekend s Su- 
perlcague Championship semi- 
final against Cardiff Dcv-ils. 
The Steelers wrapped up their 


play-off campaign on Sunday- 
night with a comforutole 7-2 win 


over Basingstoke Bison 
The Steelers play in toe first 
serntfinaL anempting to present 
the league champions taloDg an- 


other step towards the double, 
while in the second. Benson ^d 
Hedges Cup winners. Notting- 
ham Panthers, take on Ayr Scot- 
tish Eagles, the Superleaguc 
new- boys. 

On Sunday, the Steelers nev- 
er looked back after establish- 
ing an early 4-0 lead over 
B^ingstokc. 

The only drama of toe week- 
end was at Ayr, where vicioty 
for Newcastle Cobras woulii 
have gh'en them the Eagles’ 
place in the semi-finals. Three 


goals in 12 minutes of toe first 
period seltlcd Ayr and despite 
Cobras coining back to just 
5-3 down with 15 minutes to gp, 
Eagles never looked less than 
able and won 6-4. 

The next day, however. Ayr 
slipped to a 4-3 defeat at Man- 
chester Storm wbo had yet to 
win a point. A Nyncx crowd of 
over 10.000 saw Storm's season 
end in the right way thanks to 
goals from Mike Morin, David 
Smith, Martin Smith and Brad 
Turner. 


In toe Premier League play- 
offs there were away wins for 
Swindon Ice Lords and Guild- 
ford Rames. Swindon, the 
league champions, came from 
behind to b<mt Kingston Hawte 
5-1, vrtiile GuQdfbrd's 8-7 win 
at 'Teiford Tigers was a thriller. 
Normal time and overtime 
fail ed to separate the sides so 
toe game went to a penalty 
shoot-out, which Fred Peiiini 
eventually settled in Guild- 
forrl's fiivour after Thiford had 
twice missed. 


Warrington sack 
three players 


Rugliy League 


DAVEHADHELD 


TMaziingtoo ^fotves have reacted 
to their dismal start to the sea- 
I by sacking three playen and 
have subtended lestyn Ftefris, the 
Gr^t Britam sta^-ofi. wlule 
they investigate toe aO^ations. 

A ChaDenge Cim defeat ~ 
Salfor^ fbU^ved oy a 58-! 
thratoing at Bradford in toe 
opeoingSuper League match last 
E^day, haw cost Martin Dier- . 
mott, Willie Swann and Mateald 
Mafi theii futures at the dub. 

have told them to find • 
toonseives other dubs, because : 
we just don't think th^ are tq> 
to Suror League standard" 
John Smith, the Wuringtcffi 
chief executive, said. 

All three are relative^ recent 
arrivals at 'Vradeispool. Mafi 
was signed jfrom lu^ muon in 
Tonga 15 nkmlhs Swiann' 
came from the Auddand 
riors midway through last^^- 
son and Dermott' was bought 
from Wigan this vrinter. 

Warrington have decided 
that Dennoiu a foriner Great 
Britain h(x>ker^ is not fit 


ftnnngh. .-a.- wringer -and 
former Olyo^ic sprintw; was 
exposed dmensivefy on Rittey, 
and Swann has b^ a disap^ 
poincment at scrum-half. 

‘There isno point soldiering 
on if thi^ -are not up to the 
mark,” famto said“We will give 
some-of tbeyotmg Ii^' out of 
th e team a chance.” 

Hairis suspended 

'ibr48 bduisv^iile the dub lods 
into -daiins that he was seen 
oU^ng football last week, de* 
spito' ph^V out of Rida/$ 
with a calf iajucy. ‘ - 
■ ^ a bu^ day at Wilder 

row, P^.c5^iSas- been 
appctoited .assistant coadi -to 
JotoDOrai^. - ■ 

'^ibiiihfi^n have also admit- 
' tnakmg ^a tentative in- 
- •qpniy?'. about Sfaaun-EciwaFds, 
who. wants to leave-V^giaa for 
the London &CX 1 COS in order to 
' -1 ?^ hiB£irlfHefid and their 
. expec^ SOIL Wig;^ who have 
■ihade atiinilar enquiiy about 
Harris - ytoo wants a transfer 
_ to St Helens 5^ thait Edwmds 
‘ has bera - made , available x>d 
. comp^onate grodnds, but 
they expect a. fro for hhn. 
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reports from Port Bizabeth 

South Africa 269 '&168 ‘ 
Australia 108 & 271-8 
Australia win ty two wictets 

Mwk Waugh, who steered ^ 
fralialo a tworwicicet win in the 
s^nd Thst against South 
Afinca yesterd^, said he con- 
sideredhis 1 16 to be the best of 
his U Ibst centuries. 

“My hundred in Jamaica 
comes pretty dose but this was 
deiiniie^ the best,” he said. *'h 
was alw^ going to be difficult 
to score 270 on this wickeL" 
Wuigh di^ in to lead Aus- 
iralia to a two-wicket victory in 
a top^-tum. match at St 
Geoi^'s Just as his tour 
deforce seemed m'have made 
vidoty a fonnality, Ausbalia k)st 

three wkkets in 11 balls, col- 
lapsing from 258 fbr5 to 265 for 
8, still five runs short. 
Iheirvicioiy came in dramatic 


fa^tm when Jan Hea^ flidted 
. Hausie Cionje for six over 
. squarely 

Wuig^Gentuiyinlus lOOtb 
Tttt iimihgs took them to the 
brink of an unbeatable 2 f 0 lead 
in;the thr^match smte: Aus- 
■ tialM Wh the first by 
an mnings and 196 runs in 
Joh^edbuig: This was South 
. Area's first , defeat in a home 
' Thst series smee ietunung to 
international cricket in 1991:- 

The Springboks sniffed a 
diance ol victoiy in foe pre- 
Inndi se^'oD ^en the viators 
lost Steve for 18 and 

Gt^' B lewett for seven.' Aii^ 

. tcaliaweotiko hmefa on 2C4for 
5, bu t ■ Mark %ugh and 
li^chael Sevan took their.rider 
to within s^t pCviCk^With a 
54-nin paitnerriifo.-.'bdfore- 
Ja^es Kallis'striic£ j : 

Kmlis, wbo-haddaimed the 
wicket of Steve .iijH 

rooted , Mark ]Wki^*s imd.(9e 
stno^ and thea tzmiped 'Shane ‘ 
\%rne Ibw. The, m&ets came 
ckhaside'cdBevah’s.idBmrissaL ' 


Sevan, vriio contributed a 
^tehfnl 24 in 98 minutes, 

at stCter 

l^^n^ had deparesd. 

For Mark r^Ior, the Aus- 
tzafi^ captain, foe victory was 
a bicteisweet one. After pbraig 
his 17fo and IStb suooes^«lhst 
innings without a 50, he led his 
ride to their first series victory 
over South Africa since 
1957-58. 


ers to say that we are the test. 
The' sexfoes can say that and 
hand'om titles. Sot Fm de- 
figfeed vritfa the w^we are plaj^ 
ing and as -long as we keep 
wummg Tte matches and series 
then I can^ be hqjpier be said 


Rare victory for NZ 




New Zealand 222 & 273 • 
Sri Lanka 170 & 205 
New Zealand win by 120 runs 


A year after their dazsling vi& 
tory in the Worid Cup, Sri 
Lanka vaster^ sank to a 2-0 
Test sci^ loss to NewZealand, 
who are ranked bottom of the 
(able of Test-^yiOg riatlonsi. 

Set 326 to win the second 
at Tnistbank Parit, Hamiltbn; 
and already in troable at 20for. 
2 overnight, Sri. Lanka vrere 
bawled out .for 205 with more 
than a day (o spare with New 
Zealand's 18-ywr61d left4i^' 
spinner Daniel >^ttori taldsig 
hve wickets. . . 1 

For New Zealand it was tte 
first home series wmsiaoebt^- ■ 
iag Zimhahwe in lSf90and the 
liine.focy h^woatedc:4Q^: 
tedk Tests since . 1985 
Pakistan. 

Vettori ^arheaded. the 


viamy vrifo5 firr^foDcwn^^ 
his four in foe- first inningt and 
only a bizanededsiondqpriwd. 
him of a 10wki)et haul m ooly 
his fourth Ihst He bowled Ku- 
mar Dfetrmasena bot-tte Pak- 
istani unsure, Mafaboob. Shah, 
confised by.the widretkeqier 
Ad^Paroretaldrigbfffoet^' 

whait, niledlhel wi gn ri an nn< mw 
FOunh dw; MmiZMantf wori'am 
NEW ZEAUNO- FM taibiW S22 {BA 
PaeoctcBS). 

SM lANMi - FM lintaff 170 
NBHTZEMAND - SMOVd feiiiin»m 
SM UmU - SMood MoSB 
(OM4tfic-20fer2}- . 
P.<liiitiiiawlhitfhnnia -fig 

w.PUCJVMePiMftVUnri- 8 

■■PAAfi^AiuhlVia • R . 

^itmnfMi«Daabv>iM ... l-33 

1 R S MMoinB iM.sCBie — ... -..ia 

-■ 

D-NZbm c nmiB b want la 

SC<te»««ynKb Pwir' ' ’ ■ , iff ' 

■M MnEawan ecStiwiiMtiM.:.-.. ir r 


■ OeiBaw; Paul 

tuS}; \AlDd 292-SU4r5; Add lO'SA'aA: 

16^-2^ 

{PMO. ' • . Mpfc ar 


Jra-n^beforcedtoleavehiin- 
sdf oiit, be remains detezmii^ 
to s^< Tm definh^ be pl^ 
rng in the third lest next week. 
- 1 teveno.planstodicm niyself.'* 
' Ahdiah'a’s coach,. Geoff 
-Mazsh, siq>ppiled his ca ptam. 
‘!^*s-a7‘toug^ man than you 
and i,^ he said of his former 
.opening partxierl 
. **We are all 100 per cent be- 
hind him. Eve^ rmy we do as 
much' as we can to hefo bmL 
■ Ttev^ he-carries himself in 
foe dtesring-room is unteliev^ 
because he- is so disap- 
pointed with his own- form.*’ 

' Cconje, the .Stiutfa A^ca 
captam, was fulsome in his 
prase fat Australia md. par- 
ticulaxly, for ^ugh: can't 
heap enough praise on bim- It 
w^ a fantutic inniugs in diffi- 
coh conditiois. He was the dif- 
ference between the teams.” 
Autfi (Bq; AuanA Hon (OB 
SOUTH AnU C A - M hnMF 200 (B M 
McMBan 55; J N GSes* sSS). 
AUSmUJA - FM taataw lOB 
SOUm AFfBCA - SmmW US 
AUSmiUA - Second iMlagK 
•gMittftt-USfafS) 

MEWaWibKUto 116 

SRWteeiBCnniebtMi U 

GSBBwettbAdBm; 7 

fiTQ Bewn e Ofinen b CtiM 34 

It Haelir not i o 

SKWWne barb IWRt ...... 3 

J NQBbcim) nn out o 

BMeiMlIliewa ...... 22 

TBteltliMrS) 271 

Fw eM0:4U7 &jsa &2SB 7-2SB a2aa 
TlnwEnC DmwM 2SS>7S0 fttl); McMM 
21^e^lZ OortB 83.1^36-l (wU: Kabs 
16.7>2S3: Adams 21-40S-2 IMU.. 
UBpkOB S VMoManSiSHan (md) and R 
NoarOBnCS^Q. 



Dove, England^ captain, attacks the Welsh bowling at Lorefs yesterday 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


Swinging high at Lord’s 


s-S Mm 


TONY COZIER , ; , . . 

reports friom Port, of . ; 
West Indies 296 and 34-i. r 
India 436 - ' ' ' '■ 



for ludia on foe fourth day of 
the sectmd yesten^ tet 
they stiQ gained ,8 first mnn^ 
lead of l^vnfo sufficient tnoe 
leftintbemanfotocie^prob-- 
lems for the home team. . . 

Strongly placed at'367 for 3 
when play beg^ they were ha- 
rassed by accurate,, indrive, 
bon-ling by Cuxtbr Ambrose 
and Mervyn KUon to be dis- 
iuissedibr436. - 

In 21 overs' to tea foe.We^ 
Indte moved tb'34 for i, los- 
ing'Sheremi 'C^ipbell, the yic- 
tim of an oohicky Ifcw yei#:t 
fr nm £J(^ Barker as he foc^. 

forward JO Ab^KnruvSlaT - 

In tiw twohontsbefote-hiprii 


AmeiicM feotliaB 

4 the Kareas Q^CneishWB^MtfSiis 
r Gfbac. the SBaFBn(Mo'49eis qur- 
-- te?bad(.onofl»e-y oo ccoraacL'Be26- 
, '^.flftlfirtacrBO'tieensbadcupto 
I Steve Young Ibr the last four yeais but 
- KfOi besome the Otiefs starwig quar- 
:• terbacK. He becomes thytiwages 

quierbadt iD^ thsOYafesirhedDs.. 

AtfeMes 

DerRk 4 Ddrmeily.ofNbiTtMilidand. 
he been (Weed to vdthdraw tom the 

' Btit ah team c uny etirg at Ties SuYl^ 
World CRBS-Counay Chammwap^ 
_ Tiam won a hamstring Vpay Paul Ro- 

' den, of Sate, moves up imo the t^ 
Nlth JostiiT Pu^tey. of StoW l^ti^ 
-cttiMg the travdlSg leaerve. 


India could rite out cefly 53 niDS, 
lorii^six-widcetsaswd.foiAnjl 
Knnfofo vrim was strode te 
; box 1^ Dillon andJb^ to ijetire 
'hurt. 

- Tb^hadaddedfrt^foieetd 
- fo^:teenu^tofel' when. the 
Sm^ Ganmi^drove into foe 
Qoveis-off^anl^ Rofo-and 
Sufoaote CbaodapM-tSv^ 

^ ngfo for a qiectaaxiar catch. 

After that Arnbrose and the 
pacy Dillon seemed wickets at 
re^lai. intezvals. Ambrose 
besied Mcfoammed Azbanid- 
(&3 a ban tiiat k^ lowand - 
then ended NmjotSrfflSdhn^ 
vigil of more fom 11 hourswith' 
a yoiker thatxicodieted off his 
jp^ on to foe stuinps.. > 

Sifoiu had collected xhcfoiir . 
runs be needed fo beebme the 
llfo Indiw to score a donble 
hoodred in 'Rsts^'deQrii^'foe 
bowling' for 491 deliveTjes.' 

• .-'Dillon and Ambrose-pol- 
;^ied (^.foe imur^tritb the 


Bowls 

BMTISH WOM8IW SIDOOR CHAHPI* 



(Sea iMliwinoeW 'K' P Nolin M 
BBllMO 21<3Q, S Mel (frw Mob FWO tt A 
§5i5aod(M.TBdMn)gh& P e>e e — I 
-——BWmtfIMJMMriwtfCAman.Paw- 
M MH)d (B Dutop MM jbhnoon. 
Sahmone^ SMti VMlea JO Mm end J 
SSf ogiOMSaelMOBioMMendRCe- 
SKM 24-lS.Tdp)ee mSmb bfr 
ji. htaoMh. H Hmtai end E Bell, 

djatnam, WvSeh, M tedBn M A Mbosa 
IhnSm MM (M IMUnien. 6 lew. M end 
8 CMDn.0»Aana) 30:15. 


second new ball and Ambrose’s 
5 for 87 was foe 17fo time he 
had dismiss at least half foe 
c^iqsition. batsmen in a Tbst 
' mnxoga- 

.' HMm'dqii; mm teta nm m 
WESraBlCS - FM hslnw 395 (R I Heu- 
«r01;AKun]i>l65-lO4).. 
BmA-FMMiM 
-lOicmiOCaOTIbraV 

NaSMrHbMittrDsa..-.i 201 

&gtewtycONndap a ulbRDse ..........6 

M Adwuriiln b Ambrese __1 

tN RMeigB b DBon 17 

AMnibtereteut 

SJoMilcMMhbAmbmss. 34 

A Kinnila e Mmiy b OHon 

BVKAasade las b boon 0 

BdnB(b9<bllnbte : 38 

. •»•-*“* - 
MteMbSae 43705371 5382 7-401 
»420«%0. 

BowEnje Ambrose 41,4^1537-5 (i4>n; 
MMilito41-71-0 (ntte: Race 35-6-93-1 
(nb^LMion 35-6-92-3 (nbl); Hooper 
a&9-53-0; dBRlerpsU 8-1-20-a 


SLCampbelBwbMnwBs 4 

seWBisnenoteut ^-.-^^^..^7 
8 Cftanderpsid tm out 5 


.Ito M: 8 C las, C L Hooper, R I Holder, tJ 
RMiiriw, CELAmbme, FARoie, *CA 
IIMBWl.MOttn. 

DnpbsB L Berfor (WQ and S RanM <Aue)- 


manent maie.tD Grimsby after com- 
pleting b tMO-rnomh loan spdl with the 
Fast Dlviston.cb^ - - 

Obir ■ 

IDSMBA 3EM0R OAiSR (NMpeit Beaes, 
•CMteleerMIMieMeeeweateBMeee 
ease^ 207B MMV 66 70 72 Oihepw won 
* - -Mt pMA note; J SM 68 


England’s victory anthem - 
‘'Swfog Low, Sweet Chairiot” - 
was given fell voice at Lord's 
yi»terday afternoon. But foe 
cricketing tThunph it marked 
was of a rare kind > foe first by 
the home country’s disabled 
teams io foeir sequence of in- 
ternackm^ against Wales. 

. Tbal's^iquence. admittedly, 
^fcdstisQds jtxw^ forte. Bsloth 
.listed^in^t^^ otgani^ dis- 
able cricket is still in its infeocy; 
but it is groviring sturdily.' 

Yesterday’s staging of tfoat is 
now an fefoue al foe 

Lbrd’s indoor school was at- 
tended by Alistair BiirU Minis- 
ter for Social Services and 
Disabled People who took part 
io a one-wicket cballenge with 
foe assistance > as ruimer- of 
afamousfy large pair of feet be- 
longing to the former En^and 
Ibst cncketer Derek RandalL 

Those feet were a cause of 
some embarrassment to two of 
England's uheelchair-bound 
pliers, Keith Hance and Andy 
Butterworth. “We've jurt run 
over them a couple of times,” 
Andy confessed. 

He and Keith, both of whom 
have sf^ bifida, took up cridc- 
et thrre years ago after being 
coached at E^iam Sports Cen- 
tre by Bred WDdgoose, chair- 
man of the Crideet Federation 
for Feeble with Disabilities. 


Mike Rowbottom watches En^and’s. 

disabled team triumph against 
Wales at the home of cricket yesterday 


Scoring in the 25-over match- 
es played yesterday was cm tra- 
ditional lines, but other figures 
come into pl^ for foe dis^led 
game. Drawing fiom around 
1,(XX) active players, teams are 
required to iraude a romnnum 
ol two wheelchair plrrpers and 
two women. 

And in order to allow more 
severe^ dialed competitors to 
take matches are in two 
categ^es - Zodiac and Zenith 
- for (hose of greater and less- 
er disabiliiy. 

' Playing in teams of mixed 
pbysi^ and mental handicap 
can entail problems in com- 
munication. Keith, a 27-year-dd 
computer engineer from 
Staines, recalled playing re- 
cently opposite a batsman with 
Downs Syndrome - ‘Tie was a 
man on a mission. He ran for 
everything, and in the end I got 
run ouL” 

There are also ffoysical prob- 
lems for wheelchair cricketers. 
There are no concessions for 
them other than two swivel 
levers on vdiich to lay their bat 
whOe moving between the wick- 
ets, aixl a sudden call to go back 


from the other end often results 
in falls. 

The enjoyment erf the com- 
petitors. however, is patent 
And none enje^d themselves 
more yesterday than Linda 
Lane, one of the two women in 
foe i^gland Zenith side side, 
where she batted at No 9. 

AftercoIIecting her first runs 
she continued past (be wicket 
as if tugged her runaway bat 
before raising both arms to the 
^rectators’ g^ety. 

Ron out for eight she sank 
her head on the waiting shoul- 
der of a team member, mo- 
mentarily overcome. “You were 
brilUant,’' she was told. ‘T^ow do 
yourself a favour and get your- 
self a cold drink.*' 

^ which point Elaine Dodd, 
England's other woman pl^er, 
clapped her on the back and 
sbejmerded her to foe refresh- 
ment table. ‘’Well partnered, 
mate,” she said 

But there was comperitive- 
ness amidst foe camaraderie. 
Lane’s innings was watched by 
the England captain, Frederick 
Dove, a highly capable player 
who has turned out for able- 
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«■ ISioBli) lAai8 T SabM Bombsdm no 
isa DU not mm 16 V iM«w a«> laA 
17 V eBdWdoulaN 17.a 18 N Bedo IRom) 
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S«n (Japan) lOA U (Swi Lu (OV ua 12 


MBA Hten 101 Hwwt Ba .WM. * gg to 

*lw Yah 74.' MAB d s e ICCMmMQ^ 

MnoBlMVhBenMT mmmi^ BM 
UmOBbHBBSeadeBS: AnM^iAO^ 
PM 69- Bacarwnte SB: lA LMSB 

9B1Map90.{a0. 

BteMSSEB lEMUE {SwiMH QMBjS 

'AmBmoBA. ' ll. 

L f •••APB 

ISMB^ • Bl''24 7 2891 3729 48 

- J— — • -30 ^ 8 ^ 2S12 ^ 
nipfwr^ 31 22 9 3ge ^ 44 
ShMMd -29 22 7 2600 ^6^ 
LoiUcii- . 28.20 S 240 233 0 to 
MmMmMt'' '33.1913 3548 34(W 68 . 
nSSST a 17 14 ^ ^ to 
.Mb«Mk. ' -- 29 13 1B.3546 2^ » 
Oww ' 31 1319 2723 3^ M. 

WpiSm ■ 31'30 21-35n 37re » 
UsmmWBw 38 .918 2545 U 
CPMKB 32 527 24U3^W 
■HwVWWtete 31-:. a:3».2597 3249 4 


BMOPEAH SUPSMBDMEMAMIB' CHW- 


tetelioclBBy' 

BUPBHEUBUE Plwtofe (SMdMiH M 
ter4JiyaBMln5eele2S MiB6 t 7. 


Uddte GM VbuMI Oordteence, 

have been dia»|^ with Wang le eon- 
odtbejrptajieB&yttieAotbaBAsso- 
iteton kaoMi^a contortation vAh ths 
.mteiee -James Devine during their 
game at Gateshead cn 8 March. 
Mictate Apptetoii. the Manchester 
- LMBki fricMK has leleciBd a per- 


FMIbaB 

zjOwiMscstBd. 

'IIHtA «tB- 

AityiiBFflNAlS 4eaOND Ua 
f^WylMldtetmjU^ 


HMia 1 SMnden leetads S; AltardTi^B 7 
6UUM Rems 8 (to. 

NaRnCRN Ffsm imbue Ptap ei fc ; 

fBrIlh vn TMnfinrt-nVTffli'tVV te inrVri r 

laeS MM Haas 4. SdM PeMpnugi 
PfeHB 5 Mmytau ROM 4. 
HHbYAiilMPnSHardadacwBietSWYe- 
' landn 4; Idrente 3 IMnpe Bbt 1; Antfnfen 2 
CHpi^ M OelondD 4 DeMa DalB6 Po- 


M (CM ISA OU ml (pmRY; 16 YMWI Ou 
((30 l&a 17 S Hunsi (SA) 17 A U z Joret 
(GBD ISA 18 Jixie MtHu (S Narl 19.a 20 K 
HfwwM (Nto 2QA U Am Dow Atvowe 
(MQ 21A WtthdBK V Dyn (Gto. 

Motor racdiqg 

Amo Itader RAC Touring Car Champi- 
onship lesutts wM count towerds tfie 
1997 FIA Iburing Car World Cup. The 
new FIA series combines results tom 
11 Independent national and refional 
champtenships Rin to super raring rag- 
itiadons 


Rvgby League 

AUSTRALIAN super LEAGUE: CrenuOa 
Srwts 34 Auddand WMn 8. 

Rngby Unloa 

Moseley, the Nationel league Hwo 
diB), have escaped a two-point penai- 
w for fielding an unregstered ptayer in 
their Courage league defeat at Bedtord 
InNovembecTheRFUcompetilion'ssm)- 
commtttee initially inificeled they would 
(tod( Moseley two points for pia^ the 
lock Andy Praha, but the Bimringrran 
dife have won their appeal and espied 
with a reprimand Ibr maladministrstion. 
Mfesps wH p(ey their ifrst ni^ game 41 
Loftus Road on W e dn es d a y, 26 March 
(7.45) against London Irish four days 
after returning to theP- former home 
venue of Sudbury for the match wih Or- 
refl on 22 March. (Jueen^ (ferk Rar^ts 
are using Loftus Roto on that Sattff- 
day against Portsmouth. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 
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BH VWmiAU. eOWBlENGE 
.M to awB»v Wii i fal j[7.46) 

ResMsB V IfctteriBBfr-^ ■■ 

SPMMM CHAtlENK CUP 
SMMMLFEtSTtfiG 
. M wetate Be v M a eplmrUi li f (Tto) ~ 
KBFOOmULlSABUE neaiterPlHfelMt 
BoiMm Vfcod V Cfttfrtwm & ReAitegB 
{7j4S):8tondeyvSiittBnlM:EiMdvCsr- 
shBRon; feM V Purteet HMen V St Albans 
(7 j 45); V Hnteidto Sttenes V 

WadMFItsCDlirttnlteito 

A LAom Secaad OMttees 
WMBtotegvLeedMM-BndMivEdg- 
Mta; CftobiR ft ftter y CMfSr Row 

5 RondM V Honhani: Hamel Herapsttod w 
BetttmL UM DMsbn; ftBifltiM V Harlow; 
Hn^MeyvHamdiiirch. 
UWBOfPLBiaUEftesriwDMilomBam- 
bar Bridge V Spstsynaer; Choriqr V Buaon; 
■ LtftcssKrvMRMBiWtnnvBsriopAuch- 
Ud.FMDivWBB!CuaanAElnnvSlod»- 
MteB P6; litetiMk V MtKM Iton. tea 0 B 
• CM seeMnte saeend left Gaiiisbemi^ 
Yrmlr in V AccteVto Stantay (1). 

M UARIBfS lEAGIS Pesmter DivMoee 
aouMBfvWdW Ha iBB Wte nvDBtfiGaBf 
(749: Sudbiiylbwn vAthemene. MdM 
DfvWM BteHri y RKtos: testilham V Moor 
Greerc Bisstan V Itotoey^ RBGMg ^ 
Mteiridi v Rsddieis am Rerem V 
M QJ d fe M S s iiGi e ra Phfelewi ftM ivBIth 


A BoMdere; Weympuih V Feitoam: 'toe V 
CsentoStto 

LEAGUE OF UMLEft Caersws V VMshpoel. 
FEDERATION BREWERY NORTIERN 
LEAGUE FM Dlvtooie Tbn law V Morpeth; 
west Aueuand V South Sttods. 
NonnfoMCouKnBeAsrLEABicpm- 
oM DMton Ashflto V InmaedgK HsdMlI 
Main V PMefeg FitoUendb Cup ffete aefr 
ead M Hudoul (0) V Befeer (It. 
NORmWESTCOUNTteSLEAGItenKtOI- 
4BteiKAthereBnColerieBuNcbgTM:Blsclc- 
poei ffevsB V BuscewM Ghsop Herth BN 
vBeedNlfentwlchvPikootCableNNeiw 
Ctotis Tbwn V ttonhai GM; Saibni V MOSS- 

SCREWnt DRBGT LEAGUE Prenisr DM- 
NOK BtoweS V BKc^iieter; finstel Manor 
Flann « tauMon. 

JEWSON EASIERN COIMICS LEAGUE 
nserier OhMote CMon u WbcKtodgK DBS 
V MIMoRi; Lcwssiaft tf Goriesicn: MsRli V 
Buvfbwn; Newmarket V bhenhsm. 
lfIB8JIKEXPISSSMfl)LAK>ALlJA)ICe 
Betwel V MsM Wte, BIOBleh v Petowe; 
BrtCteNrthvAahNIObnVtoCldbuyvHBiB- 
aowan; Roesster V CnasateMm; StBiBnhM V 
WBStMitorttoPBdee;SeedMvHWMnAth- 

ISM vvnenhef V BeiifeMe St lAchaek. 
WMSIOMEADKENTLEABUEFMOM- 
Men; Peel v Lonfawoo d ; fai ert of i B tnweta 


Alistair But, Mirdstte for the Disafated, 
yesterday launched a substantial sup- 
port package by the DBS financial ao- 
visory group fbr the World Blind 
Champions)^ in Weymouth in June. 
There wB be bnmecfiBte help fbr Britain’s 
deCance tiis year Of a gold medal won 
at the WbrU Bind QiBTitenshVN in Re- 


V FUmess; Hytha Unltsd w Heme Bw; liin- 
ltopMHfevaadB(Reen;VinsadevRam9- 
gate. 

UMJETSUSSEXCOtKTYLEAGUBFMDI- 
vtoeee Halltoam V eugHS HM; HassoGis V 
Horshsm VMCA; Osiwaod v WhitehaHilc 
Peaeehnen Afeheombe V Rtngner; South- 

li^k If 

BL WUTH CUP (Wh ieui± Bbdftm Rnes 

V Ifonrich CtiH 

PONTWS LEAGUE Premier DMsleiK 
ShSffito WW V Bfeekbum (7.Q). FMDM- 
stoiB Non County V Coueiitiy (7.0). 

AKM RISLBUMCE COUWAnON FM 
OMitaa; MWwen v BAM Oty C.ft; Vfesc 
Hem V taemotoi (2.01 to DsgBihan) g Rto- 
MfeeRft. 

Rn^ Union 

CLUB MATtMES: Gtaueester v Arniy (7i»; 
NDdhanpian v RAF (7 JO). 

Other sports 

BOWLS: women's Home Inamaaenal Oiam- 
pioistiipE (Penh). 

GOlft SunriNgdoie RwRomes. 

SNOOKBE fieraon and Itotto Indi Masten 
(Ml. Co KDdare). 

SKMG! Bmn I 2 to Nittnai CharnfiansttipB 
(ng«6.Fh. 


mantle last war and in preparation fbr 
the defence in Sydney in 2000 of nto- 
tmn at the 1996 ftrteympics in Atlanta. 
Three l e a ns offau; far Vlieymouth. which 
indude two fiiy sighted crew; wll be erv 
terad.Ani'CaseU, (hsl996ftral)TnpK 
gold medaOist, is aeeldng the chance to 
repeat in Austialia what ne achieved in 
the United States. 

John Merrldte and Ian VlfeHter, the 
OlyiTipiesIvertnedaIGsts, haw been In- 
vited to enter a team in the Royal 
lymb^lDn Cup, Britten's only eade one 
Match Racing Grand PriK, which recently 
announeed a three^ear sponsoiship 
deal worth more than £150.000 from 
Hoya Lerw. 

SMSEIDO CUP BnEHNArnNAL wnietrs 
47tMUSS O N yame. Japn) Foortk and 
Snal Oay: 1 R Tsm and E PaMioicthk (Uw) 


SKI HOTLINE 


Latest snow arri weather reports 
fitxn 180+ rtoorts in Europe and 
North America. 

Phone or fax: 


bodied league sides in south- 
east London for maiw years. 

Under foe rules, D(we and 
two of ber fellow batsmen had 
had to vacate foe wicket upon 
reaching 25 runs, and were 
only permitted to return if foe 
rest Cft the side was dismissed in- 
side the allotted time. 

Thus, as Lane walked off. 
Dove’s feefings were atnbiva- 
lem, and the competitive sports- 
man within him urtered a quiet 
“yesl" as he stepped forward to 
resume his ixuungs. As it turned 
out. Dove, who prints the 
Radio Fbur programme for the 
disaUed, Does He Take Suffir? 
was made man of the match. Af- 
ter playing a major part in Eng- 
land Zemfo’s total of 181. he 
helped restrict Wales to 102 all 
out taking the final catch. 

‘*No cricketer could ever turn 
down being captain of England 
at Lord’s," he said. “Ibe stan- 
dard of disabled cricket is go- 
ing up all the lime." 

Dove, a thalidomide victim, 
was watched by his younger 
brother, Philip, a British in- 
ternational triathlete. Also 
looking on, almost wistfully, 
was Randall, who at 46 still pl^ 
Minor Counties cricket for Suf- 
folk. “I still love playing," he 
said. “I’d like to be out there 
now playing with these lads." 

You didn't doubt he meant it 


24{M5; 3 Y SNge and A Kmshoa (Japan) 47; 
3 L Carlsson an) B BengBum tS«e) 6S; 4 
BRdgaaandSWtobiGB) 76: 58 Hooper 
and ABucek (Aue) 89. 

SPRING GRAM) IDURNAMENT (Oaten. 
Japan) Nbrth day (of IS): Dahtow (won 4, 
lost 9 tx Ggnohana 9jiyo) (53); MaugtOT 
(3.Q (R H amai wteWia (4-5i; Daikna (7.2) 
tx inrateun (4 -Sk Yanan i5-4i bt Aopya- 
ma (6-3): Gokiki (4-5) bt Mnehila (3-526: 
MaoBMil (53) ot SHMtom |4-si: tocN- 
luwale (6-31 bl Ogmshte (5-4i; HRonouml 
(6-3i m Atehyuaks (A-Si: Rdoo 14-5) bi Ko- 
nwieajma (5-4): Ganyu (4-5) M Asanowaka 
13-6): NtatadKlold (4-5) M Daeli (2-7); 
Aswusho 14-51 H Teiao lJ-6); Knortodg (5 
4) M AfanoNwna (4-5): RMonowala (2- 71 bi 
Taenaam (2-7); Tataurti l&3l tx Tosanou- 
m (45): Koiaryu 13-6) M Mismama (54): 
Ibmakasuff (6-3) R Takanonam) (7-3): 
LAjsa U wnani 18-U U KMteuan (1-8): KaN 


AROUND THE RESORTS 


sport 

Kwan has 
to suffer 
growing 
pains 

Ice skating 


The ageing process can be 
painful for figure skaters. 
Michelle Kwan, only 16. is fac- 
ing the prospect of losing her 
world title to a I4-year-old fel- 
low American. 

lara Lipinski is poised forvic- 
loiy at the Wbrfd Championships 
in Lausanne, Switzerland and b^ 
come the youngest skater to lift 
the women's tide. Already com- 
peting before the IntemationaJ 
' Skating Union banned under- 15s 
I from international competition, 
she claimed Kwan's US title last 
month and foen ivoo foe Oiam- 
frions Series final 

Kwan, with nine consecu- 
tive victories, had seemed in- 
vincible, but her skating is 
suffering as she matures, some- 
thing the 4ft lOin Lipinski has 
yet to endure. 

“Everyone goes through it. 
there's nothing you can do 
about it." said I9-year-oId 
Nicole Bobek, the third mem- 
ber of the US women's squad. 
“You think what's wrong. I'm 
trying so hard. You get taller, 
you're feet get bigger, you get 
hips and when youf body 
changes it throws your timing 
off. You just have to tell rour* 
seif you 1 l get through Ihi’s." 

Men suffer, too. Canada's 
Elvis Stojko. who became the 
first skater to land a quadruple- 
triple jump two weeks ^o. 
sajd: “I grew three inches and 
gained 20 lb in one year, it 
Ranged my timing drasticalh'. 
I've chatted to Michelle about 
it and told her we've all gone 
through this. 

“She's growing but she's 
thinking a little bit more too 
about That's going on around 
her. The realisation can be 
0 %'erwhelming." 

Britain's Z^ Jones failed in 
qualify for the food programme 
after finishing IStb in group B. 


Hardy is next 
for Named 

Boxing 


Billy Hardy is the surprise chal- 
' lenger for Naseem Hamed's 
International Boxing Huleraiion 
and 'W^ild Boxing Organisation 
featherweight titles. 

The 32-year-old European 
champion will meet Named ar 
Manchester's Nynex Arena on 
3 May on a promotion which 
will coincide with the Evander 
Holyfield-Mike Tyson World 
Boxing Association heavy- 
wei^t tide fight in Las Vegas. . 

It was expected that Named 
would pursue one of the other 
titles on offer, probably the 
WBA version held by Puerto 
Rico's Wilfredo Vasqiiez. 

But Hardy, the WBO No 1 
contender, now gets a third 
chance to win a wo^ crou.li. HLs 
previous two attempts were for 
the IBF hantamweighi title of the 
Mexican Orlando Canizales. the 
first fight going to a split decision 
in Sunderland, with the cham- 
pion slopping the Briton in the 
re-matc^ in Texas. 


(511 R Altoono (B-li: TaitariRiane (T-2i R 
Kenko(3-7). 

Tiamis 

lEirS CHAMPIONS CUP (Indfen WellK, 
Cam Stateto tote; M Cnsiv (US) » B 
Uihrach tCs Rep) 4-6 53 64 6-3. 

AlP LEADING RAIOONGS: 1 P Sampfas (US) 
5684PIS; 2 T Muster (AiiU 3.719: 3 M Oumg 
(US) 3,601: 4 Y KafeMm (Rusi 3,207: 5 
G lientoM lOosi 3.003; 6 R hiRiceK iMeih) 
2,601; 7 T Enqvisi (Swei 2.312; 8 C Llsya 
(Spl 2.188: 9 M Itas iCnile) 3.168; ID W 
FRreea (SA) 1.940: U B Beeler (Ger 1.363; 
12 A coste (Spl 1357: 13 A Aaasu lUS) 
1,749: 14 T Mann (USi 1.711: 15 F Man- 
tUla iSbl 1.681: 16 T Hermtan iGB) 1.611: 
17 S EdtBB (Sw4) 1.533; 18 U RUPR iSimU 
1.474: IS A Beraeateaui (Spi 1.462: 20 M 
Gustatoon (Swe) 1.450. Otter BritMi; 
1S4 M Pe«iie)r. 197 C WUHnstm: 365 J Dei- 
gtoo; 270 A Reranfson 
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SKI SrMPSHOT 


At-a-gtance fax guida to snow 
concBtions at iBOi- fbsoiis workl- 
m'de: 

0897 500 601 
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tea Am 


Where fe find the 
best snow - by fax. 

Can SKIFAX - the ski facts: 

0897 300 301 


SKICODES 
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Barodo 
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SPAW 

ftonriEte 

SWnZERUND 
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...Slustvsnow 


96% lU IS 115 


For a lax list of 180+ 
resort codes: 

0990 100 843 

CraBOWawtoMBBteteiRaianM 


.Opwer stops soft and wet 100% 53 lO 570 Ooudy 

..JUtomFoRsUlveivam 9(7% 272 30 90 iXercas 


UNHED STATES 


powder on all (rate 100% 52 165 ISO Snowslmis 
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1 A rare event 

Mike Rowbottom sees an England 
cricket victory at Lord’s, page 27 


. rnTg-gnAY MMABTH 1997 • 

qiial sbilgS^ 

Chris Hewett gives his verdict on 
the Rve Nations, page 26 


Hopkin next on Sunderland shopping list 


Football 


Peter Reid, trying to keep Sun- 
derland in the Premiership, 
made a £2 Jm bid for Crystal 
Palace's goalscoring midfielder 
David Hopkin yesterday after 
securing the transfer of Chris 
VUiddle from Bradford Q'ty for 
a mere £75,000. 

As a boy y^ddlc used to sup- 
port Sunderiand at Roker Pailc, 
but now be wiD be intent on be^ 
ing the dub avoid a return to the 
First Division. Bradford, locked 
in their own relegation struggle, 
have ggned Mike Newell on loan 
from Rirmtngham City for the 
rest of the season. 


Reid approached his Ciystal 
Palace counterpari, Steve Cop- 
pell, v^rday with ao offer for 
Hopkin after hb club's survival 
struggle was intensified by their 
6-2 defeat at Chelsea on $uo* 
d^. Palace have already turned 
down an offer from L^ds for 
the player they simed from 
Chel^ for£700,0w two years 
ago, but Reid is willing to pay 
over the odds for Hopm in his 
crid& 

Manchester Opr are close to 
comirieting the signing of the 
former Aston Villa striker, 
Dalian Atkinson, who has been 
with Fenerbahce in Turk^. The 
player is awaiting internation- 
al clearance for the move. 


The Scottish Football Asso- 
datfon win hold a foil inquiry 
into the conhontatioas between 
players durii^ and after the 
match between Celtic and 
Rangers at Parkbead on Sun- 
day. Ihe SFA’s chief executive. 


Jim Fairy, is waiting for the of- 
fidai report by the match ref- 
eree, Hugh Dallas, before 
what action to take. 

Dallas, who sent off two play- 
ers and bool^ anoth^ ei^t, 
will reveal the foil extent of the 


flaie-up which erupted at tbefr 
nal wmstle after Rangers' X-0 
win, which all but seals their 
ninth title in a row. 

'nieR\CupgiantkiDersHed- 
□esford Ibwa QM been severely 

censured and warned about 


Suspended sentence for Gascoigne 


Paul Gascoigne was yesterday 
given a three-month suspended 
Jail sentence in Italy for punch- 
ing a photographer in Rome 
wmle be was playing for Laao 
in 1994. Gascoigne was not in 
court to hear the sentence. 
Costs and i^gmag« have yet to 
be dedded. 


Asprilla’s form 
gives hope 
to Newcastle 


Football 


NICK DUXBURY 

Fausiino Asprilla's uplifting 
record in Europe toni^t gives 
Kenny Dalglish the chance to 
join the high rollers in the casi- 
nos of Monaco and risk all on 
one last throw. 

The stakes are high, with 
Newcastle United 1-0 down 
and 90 minutes away from miss- 
ing out on a Uefa Cup 
semi-final place that would res- 
cue their crumbling season. 

AspriDa. who has daimed five 
of his six goals this season in 
Uefia Cup ties, was a spectator 
> along with Alan Shearer, Les 
Fernand and Peter Beardsley 
- for the first leg. His suspen- 
sion now setve^ the Colombian 
on whom Kevin Keegan gam- 
bled £7.Sm. is free to take cn the 
French league leaders. 

“European football just 
seems to be his scene and we're 


all hoping that hell provide us 
with the flair and the goals," his 
(eam-inate Kdtb Gflle^rie said. 
“Tino is back and so is Peter 
Beardsley. Monaco will face a 
different Newcastle and if they 
sit back it could be costly for 
them.” 

Patrick Blondeau, a member 
of the Monaco defence who 
have k^ three successive dean 
sheets, is aware that AspriUa 
scored twice against another 
French side, Metz, in the pre- 
rious round. “He is fantastic and 
Mil be an extra danger," he said. 
“Let's be «!«« and avoid going 
out to try to overrun them." 

nalgliWi, who dooibed Jean 
Tigana's cla^ team as “easily 
the best side in France" does not 
ejpect them to change their 
counter-attacking style . How- 
ever, Newcastle may benefit 
from what he calls the appre- 
hensive borne team ^drome. 
“Although I don't think they MD 
change the way they play weVe 


English dubs’ route to Europe 


CHAMPIONS' LEAGUE 

(Twoorthree): First two in the 
Premiership arKl Manchester 
United ifth^win this season's 
Champions' league. If United 
quali^ on both counts, the 
third-i^aced team does not 
quali^ as well. 

CUP-WINNERS' CUP 
(One or two): FA Cup winners 
pfos Liverpool if they win this 
season's European Cup- 
Wirtners’ Cup arid finish out- 
side the top tvra in the Pre- 
miershtp (Champions' League 
tates pnscedence). 

UEFACUP 

(Four orfive): Third, fourth and 
fffth-placed finishers (or lower- 
placed if those dubs qualify fix 
Europe by other mearts), the 
Coca-Cola Clip winners, and 
Newcastle if they win this sea- 


son's Uefa Ci^i and finish 
outside the top tvw) in the Rre- 
mierdnp.lTus includes a 
awarded for England topping 
the 199^96 Play Lea^. 
Thisisthelastyear^Coce- 
Oda wirtnats wilt qualifylbr 

Europe. In future, the relevant 
Uefa CUp place will revert to a 
high-finisNng Rwiietship side. 

It is possible - but urffi«dy 
-fcxthelOth-placed team to 
qualify fix Europe. This scenario 
requires Mandiester Uivted, 
Liverpool and Newcastle to. 
each win their EUrop^ corn- 
petition while also finishing out- 
side the Premiership’s teq} 
tvro; Chelsea or Wimbledon to 
win the FA Gup and finish in 
foe top eight; Ldeester to win 
the Coca-Cola. Ci^i and finish 
in the fop nine. 
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ACROSS 20 

1 Could be daily par for 
our other crossword? (S) 

5 Put on same lev'el as es- 24 
teriog French summer 
( 6 ) 25 

9 See heretic at church? 

One would be at this with 26 
church? ( 8 ) 

20 Had private meal ( 6 ) 27 

12 Artist's gen is not work- 
ing for Amazon's fea- 
tures? ( 1 1 ) 

15 Appropriate from bureau i 
surplus p) 

17 Destroy least sign of life 

round polluted river 2 
mostfy (9^ 3 

18 Apt repair’s made with 

one such? (5,4) 4 

19 Engage in match at a 

hj^er level (3,2) 6 


City bonuses distributed 7 
round Yorkshire river 8 
(63) 

Safeguard running water 11 
in filthy place (6) 

Those with orders to get 
a home like this ( 8 ) 13 

Come back to have an- 
other go? ( 6 ) 14 

M&shape has wrong 
stress ( 8 ) 

16 

DOWN 

Active person gen; report 
of least good kind of 21 
saus^(lO) 22 

Special detail ( ! 


Hostility to fellow by day Z3 
-small follow? (5) 

Best performer - before 
the days of hi-fi? ( 6 , 6 ) 

Silent no thanks to 
being inactive (9) 


Spots misuse of cane (4) 
Discover there's been ini- 
tial loss of merit (4) 
Policy of non-involve- 
ment could mean mili- 
tia's soon disbanded ( 12 'i 
Spoke hi^Iy, and much, 
of fancies (4,6) 

Pcitv derlu restricyxm*- 
er given to court offidals 
(3-7) 

Presidents computer 
unit's right to support el- 
der (9) 

Embarrass a party (5) 
Sailor keeps &fobath. be- 
ing an autocratic type (4) 
Run in cricketer who 
youthfully annovs vou? 
(4) 
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A prosecudoo lawyer for the 
photographer. Lino NannL had 
sought a six-month sentence for 
the player, who lashed out 
after pictures were taken of him 
with a blonde woman. 

Gascoigne’s defezMe had ar- 
gued that he had aaed fcgiti- 
matefy to defend his privacy and 


had been esrasperated by the 

f hotograpber's actions on 24 
une, 19W. 

The photographer, who 
needed hospital treatment 
after being punched in the face 
by the pl^r in the incident 
said he was merefy doing bis 
Job. 


their fiitme ooodua after being 
ffuitiHgiiity ofinisoondurtatan 

FA hearing in .Binoingbam. 
Hedoesford. who reached foe 

fiourth round of the FA Cup fois 
season, were also fined £1QJ)00, 

but the penal^ has been su^ 
pended fix two yeaiS; 

The diai^ arose out of ir- 
regularities in an application 
madetofoeSpcxtsOKKindsIni- 
tiative for a giant towards build- 
ing a new stand at the GM 
Vauxhall Conference club's 
Cross Keys Park stadhun. . 

The Football Assodation is 
to take no action over the 
ci0(7d disturbances that maned 
the Bristol deity fix the second 

Hnrn> thic season. PoUce arret- 


ed 11 people after 
broke out when a bsodfifl — 
Bristol fans infiftzated the 
borne end at foe Memorial 
Ground on Sund^. 

. Ibnenhain's £2.6oi Notwe- 
raan striker, Steffen ftnsiseii, 
- gwy learn today iritefoeratnee 
ligament ixijuiy wQl fimrix his 
season- Iveisen, carried off just 

before tiie end of Saftmd^s 14) 

vi ctor y over I.eeds, will nave a 
scan on his knee. 

ttimiinghain^ sraptain. Steve 
Bnice, had facial X-ays yes- 
terday to discover the extent of 
injuries he suffned in a cedh- 
sion with Bob la^oi during 
their 2-0 defeat by West 
Bromwidi AlMon on Sund^. 


got to hope (heyre a bh un- 
certain about what they're go- 
ing to do," he said. 

The Newcastle manager par- 
ticularfy hopes that the Brazil- 
ian Sony Anderson and the 
pacey teenager Thierry Henpi 
lose their way. while Ttgana is 
w:^ of a Newcastle's natural re- 
silience. 

“While we know we have the 
potential to score at any mo- 
ment 1 fear the British mental 
strength." said Ugana, peihaps 
forgetting the many different 
passports on view when New- 
castle's IS-strong party left '^- 
side yesterday. 

Monaco expected to make 
only one change from the first 
leg, with Emmanuel Petit re- 
turning at the expense of the 
Scot John ColUns, who is like- 
ly to start on the bench. The 
keeper Fabien Barthez may 
play in a protective mask after 
fracturing a cheekbone in a col- 
UsiOQ with Danen Peacock in 
the first game. 

AspriUa will be sent out de- 
spite tvuting his ankle in Sat- 
urday's 4-0 home win again-st 
Coven^ Cify, but Ferdinand's 
hamstring strain ^ives him lit- 
tle chance of playing. 

Dalglish has to decide 
whether to play AspriUa on his 
own up front -> as Keegan did 
in the away leg against Metz - 
or pair him with Beardsley. If 
he opts for a five-man nudfield 
will it include Beardsley, or for 
that matter. David Ginola? 

The Frenchman played 
against Coventxy. ahead of 
Gillespie, but that was his first 
league start under DalgUs^ and 
it will be the ^ai humiliation 
if be were to be left out tonighL 

Intemazionale are also look- 
ing to the cup to salvage a shal^- 
season and their coarii, Roy 
Hod^on, wiD have his sttcogest 
iine-up for the return leg at 
home to Anderiecht. Hodg- 
son, who leaves for Blackburn 



Game plan: Kenny Dalglish outlines the size of Newcastle^ task in Monaco yesterday 
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Latnaison 
pleads 
not guilty 
to charge 

Rugby Union 


CHRIS HEWOT 

'b 

Smtbtid are pishing ahe^ wife 
their attempt to caD Chiistophe 

T aTwnisfm tO aCCOUllt fOT hiS 

/faiwaging dwulder-diarge on 
Craig Chalmers during Satur- 
d^s Five Nations intematioDal 
in Paris, but the-Frendi centre 
is OD sucii a ion that when he de- 
fends himself at this week's dis^ ' 
dplinaiy meeting, the tiftnmal 
wm end up awarding 

him cbn^ieQsatkm for the s(^ 
on his character. 

Lamaison, the Brive go^- 
kkker u4io made a deci^ 
cOfitiilnitiofl to his country’s 
Grand Slam, was cited by the 
Scots in the latest outbie^ of 
trial by video. Faot^e showed 
hwn cjaReripg a firaoion late 
into Cfaaimeis, Scotland's * 
outside-half^ who left the field 
on a stretdier before colh^ii^ 
m foe rfwnging room and was 
diagnosed as suffering from 
severe concussion. 

“I don't have the impression 
that 1 fouled him,” said Lamai- 
son yesterdsy and he won sup- 
prat from Jo Maso, one of 
Fre^ co^es^ who insisted: 

‘Tt was just one oS those imurim 
you get in nigby. Lamaison did 
catdi hhn lat^ but he was going 
very fast into the tackle. ” 

*1116 French have proved 
more reatfy chan anyone fo dis- 
cipiine their own playos of 
late - Olivier Merle, Richard 
Dourfoe, Franck Tournaiie and 
Christian Caltfimo have aD re- 
ceived bans in recent years - but 
they look reatfy to fight their 
man’s corner this time. 

Meanwhile, leading Welsh 
moved qukkly yester- 
day to efistanoe tfaemsef^ from 
reports that th^ would make a 
tenqxmiiy IxmK for themselves 
at 'Bvickenham next season. As 
draolitioa work continued at 
Cardiff Anns l^ck in prepara- 
tion iimr a new £l4m stadium, 
Gianmor Griffiths, the V^Ish 
Ru^iy Union treasurer, identi- 
fied Wembl^ as the most ob- 
vious stand-m venue for the 
intereationals with New Zea- 
land, Scotland and France. 

consider^ IWicken- 
haiffl, but we wouldn’t be able to 
play one of our Five Nations 
matches there next season be- 
cause it dariies with an England 
date," Griffiths said “We've 
look^ at a number of possibil- . 
fries, including Old HaffordiM 
and vnia Park, but we have to 
take into account the interests 
cdoiir supporteis and it is so easy 
to get to London trom ^Ues. 
Wembley is the likefy choice.” 


this summer, has the ChOeao 
striker Ivan Zamorano. 
France's Youri DjorkaeS, tire 
Sv^ midfielder Ciriaco Sfinza, 
.Argentine Javier Zanetti and 
England's Paul Ince all fit for 
the tie. whiefa stands at 1 - 1 . 

“Ws must forget the most re- 
cent doubles and concentrate 
on AnderiechL Uiis game is 
veiy imponant - a decisive 
match." Hod^n said. 


The Anderiecht coach, Johan 
Boskamp, spent the weekend in 
a hospital receivii^ treatment 
for kra^ stones, but had to 
leave earfy to catefa the plane to 
NQan. 'T should have stayed be- 
cause the stone is stiD there," be 
said 

T^encia, who trail Ger- 
many's Scbalke 04 2-0, are re- 
lying on famous Spani^ fiesta 
to get through. 


A crowd of 50,000 is expect- 
ed at Mestalla stadium W a 
gme that takes place in the 
middle of the dfy's I^Uas fes- 
tival ftuDOUS for its ni^tfy fire- 
woiks di^I^ and the traefaing 
of gigantic effigies - often of lo- 
calTOlitkians. 

"i hope to see the Mestalla 
stadhun afire for such a magi- 
cal night for Valenda,” foeir 
coach, Jorge \^dano. said* 


Jockeys arrested for 

Hong Kong race-fixing 


Radiig 


STEPHEN VINES 
reports from Hong Kong 

Hong Kong’s all-powerful In- 
dependent Lommission 
Against Corruption has 
latmched the oolonys biggest 
ever crackdown on race-fixing 
and illegal gambling. !n the 
last two days 37 arrests have 
been made of jockeys, trainers. 
Jockey Club officials and illegal 
bookmakers. 

Racing is extremely big busi- 
ness here. Last year ihe Hong 
Kong Jockey Club, tire sole 
legal outlet for gambling in the 
colony, look in bcis totalting 
HKSSO.bbn v£ 6 .Sba). this k 
equivalent to aim^t £lm for 
every penoo io the oiioav. 

The supcib racing facilities 
and the extremely generous 
pavmenis made to racing pro. 
fe^onals has made the colony 
a favoured destinatiozi for 
visits by most of foe world's 
leading jockeys and trainers. 

Leading British-based jock- 
eys. such as Pax Eddery, Waller 
S^bum and Frankie Dettori 
have made regular appearances 
in the coloiQ'. alofi^ide the Izish 
rider Michael Kinane, Eric 
Saint-Martin and Eric Legrix 
from Ftance and foe South 
Africans Basil Marcus and 
Kerre Strydom. Foreign jock- 
eys and {raioers are amo^ 
those questioned by foe ICAQ 
althou^ it is understood that 
none arc among those arrested. 

Allegations of race-firing and 


Qlegai ^mbltng are common- 
^ce IB foe colony but foe 
Joc^ dub has consstentiy 
denied that there is any serious 
problem. Hiese denials will be 
hard to sustain in the face of this 
crackdown. The club that 
it is hilly oo-operatingvnfo the 
ICAC investi^tioo. 

Last October the dub disd- 
plined twojodc^for'* 5 top^iig 
their horses running on their 
merits" and said that its inves- 
tigation into foe affair was 
continuing. 

The arrests are believed to 
have included some of the lead- 
ing names in Hong Kong horse 
racing. The colony's law pre- 
vents disclosure of names of 
those arrested on allegations of 
corruption until they are 
chaTged. 

The swoop began nrtifle rac- 
ing was underway on Sunday 
evening, with the jod^s room 
at the lavish Sha Tm race- 
course being cordoned off. 
Uraineis were esexirted from the 
track while others were picked 
up in their homes. Fuitber raids 
on suspected illegal betting 
premises were made y^erd^ 
as more people were picked up 
for questioning. 

The ICACwiU not conunent 
on foe nature of the all^ations, 
however it is believed that of- 
fences include outrighl race-fix- 
ing. whb jockm being bribed 
for getting their horses to 
und^ perform, to providiiig 
niidt t^ to illegal bookmaker. 

The last mtyor racing scandal 
was in 1986 when the auiborides 


broke open the so called Sbang- 
bai ^mdicate whidt cootibDed 
up to 100 horses as well as a 
number of traiseis and jockeys. 
The syndicate's boss, tbie taxthg 
fycooD Yaju Yuan-Ioaqg, nos 
nned £404)00 and given a twor 
year suspended jail sentence on 
the grounds that be was sufifer- 
from ternflnal cancer. Mr 
%iig is still alive and well 

Sufoes at Hong Eonifs two 
racecouises are traditionally 
very hi^ major events draw in 
bets tcMalling tens of miniotts of 
pounds for a single race. When 
the Shanghai Syndicate was 
busted it was revealed that 
more than £15m was spent fix- 
ing singte races. As more than 
a decade has elapsed it is fikely 
that the sums involved todi^ are 
forh^ber. 

The Hong Kong Jod^ 
Qub, which has recently relin- 
quished the word '"ipyal” frt>ib 
its name, has been a ba^ha of 
the colra^s estaMishmeot since 
home ladng b^an there in 
1841, the year m which the 
Union fl^ was raised oh Hong 
Koi^ soil Donations from the 
JodE^ Qub proride foe hugest 
oon-governraental source , of 
ftmds ft)r educational institu- 
tions, medical fat^ties and 
welfare oiganisations. 

The duo’s stewards have al- 
been drawn from among 
foe ranks of Hong Ki^'s 
influential people. The- only 
difference th^d^ is that: thiy 
tend to be Chinese raCherthan 
of British or Australian 0190 . 
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TORONTO OR NEW YORK 

BA 747 to Toronto on 22 May, 10 July, 0 August, 

29 August^ and 6 S^itember • nijffib at Sberatou 

• hBagara witii helkiopter • harbouF cruise • dty tour 

• theatre • Concqsrie supersonic to Heaflirow iU,999 

BA 747 to New York on any day • four mgfats at 
Hiltoa (jne Sat) • Concorde to Heathrow £2,499 

MONACO GRAND PRK 

Enrostar to Paris on 10 • dty tour • overni^ 

• Concorde to Nice • reserved seat for Grand Pris 
witiihindieoa«privatoirt to Heathrow £1,499 

0RIANA,QE2& ORIENT-EXP. 

' QrientEltoress to Southanmton on 27 May • five night 
Oriana cruise to Monte Carlo via Gibraltar • tour ISron 
• Concrade s up ereonic from Nice £1,999 

Orieot-fispress to Southaoqitoa on 8 June • tiiree night 
Oriaaa ermse to N on w^ ia n Fjtgris • jet return £999 

. Phr to Norway an 11 Jnnft • aig ht nigM O riana I aind 
of tm hffdttight ormse to Bergen ria foe Fjords and 

. ^tsbergen* Concorde sopersoiuc return ^,999 

Oruaxt-^press to Soufimxxtoton on 18 June • five night 

QE2 oiiise to Baro^na ria lisbmi'and Tanker oofy 
tournCoDomriesupeisoiKfo Healhrow from £1,4^ 

CoDcorxfo to Beiseh on 25 July • two QE2'crinse 

to Sonfoao^itoa • Orieat&qpress to Tictoria £1 ,299 

Orient-Express to Soufoaniptim.ba 16 Au|rost« six m^t . 

Oriana cimise'to Teneme via PraktraRodia and 
CasalflancaoConconfesiiptfsonic to Heaforow £ 1,799 , 
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